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AUTHORS. 
PREFACE 


F ic be « great chute of grief" tf aft 

* erue Chriſtians, to. ſee che ſacred 
Religiqn , whicli the Fon of God 
brought down, from Heavento rhe 


Earth , miſcrably” rorh. in pieces Wf6 
many pet et Ae Wd or oy 
have, and who* (vide if at eliisp 
ſents If all che Conifeliie 


d 

of Fajth, which Yiſmember the ſpoute” 
Jeſus Chrilt, doexrddrdinari 7 ati IN 
pious Souls ; ſurely theſe probs? Tout 
ſhould conceiye no. lefy griefthis, 

hitherro there has he Bovl aft Fo 
has undercaken $0 apply Healiity tethedy 
to theſe wounds , —_— ee 


The Preface. 
with ſucceſs, the cure of ſo great an evil, 
I; ſeems no more to be thought of, bur 
as anevyil to be deplored, and” abſolutely 
incurable, Eyery one thinks himſelf 
ftraiphely bound co ſick to his old prin- 
Ciples and preconceived opinions : every 
one flateers himſelf in his own thoughts, 
and believes, that he poſſeſſes the Truth, 
and is in the right way ,; after which he 
looks no more upon others but wich ſome 
ki'nd of averſion ; or, at leaſt, wich pity, 
T hey., in che judgment of lim and his 
party, arc as ſ0 many unfortunate crea. 
cures, ready co tumble down an unavot« 
Odable precipice : they are conſidered as 
people that are only fir to he the ſubjeR 
of the prayerswhich are offer'd up for mi- 
erable wretches,or of che complaints w*? 
are formed againſt their unhappineſs. 
Neither are thoſe looked upon who 
wouid yndertake to remedy this, but as 
idle Projegors and fantaſtical perſons, 
like Mouptebanks, who promiſe the 
Cure. of thoſe Diſeaſes that a-e piven 
Over by the moſt skilful Phy ficiars, 
-I khow yery well, thac many have ſtu» 
gyed to find out a means cf according 
| | ſons 
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only ſtudied to weaken the foundation of 
their former opinions , and Qrengeben 
A 4 - char 


The P reface. 
that of their new ones, which they have 
an intention to embrace. There is alſo 
this init, that men do not ordinarily 
attempt, but to remedy ſome effe&s , 
without aſcending up to the principal 
cauic,and only ſource of all this evil;juſt 
like thoſe ignorant Phyficians, who un- 
$kilfully labour to cure ſome of eheSymp- 
toms of Diſeaſes, without applying any 
thivg to che grand original Cauſe, on 
the curing whereof depends all its con- 
ſequances, 

; There was a Preface of a Book, prin* 
ted ſome years fince, in the Low Coun- 
fries, which touched this matter.,. and 
ſeemed to aim at a general reconciliation 
of all Chriſtians , by means ot. a chari- 
table allowance and and a mutual tole- 
ration. But beſides that, ir was but by 
the by, that the Author created upon this 
important Subje& : It ſeems chat, nor 
baving aſcended up to the ſpring head 


of all cheſe Diviſions, be has not contri- * 


ved any proper way, for the Reconci- 
Viation which he-propoſes,nor bas rightly 
diſtinguiſhed between what is fundames- 
tal in Chriſtian Religion ang. what is 
NOts 
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not Þto let us ſee, laſt of all, in what things 
we ſhould haye this charity one to- 
wards 8iother. And we .reje& allo 


' the means which is moſt important. to- 


wards the attaining to ſo good an end, 


whilſt we refuſe to diſingage our ſelves 


from whatſoever may render ic unfruit- 
ful, as I fhall ſhew you in its proper 
place. | 

It was in the ſearch of this , that I 
have, for fome years ſince , applyed wy 
ſelf to ſo diliger:* and ſerious meditati- 
on. I utterly caſt off, at the inſtant, all 
former opinions of my own, and preju- 
dices againſt others, which might be a-' 
ny obſtacle to me in ſo laudable « defign: 
I diſingaged my ſelf for a time of all 
things whatſoever of any Communion of 
Chriſtians, which was fingular,and which, 
ſeparated it ſelf from others : And I be- 
lieved, chat in examining carcfully the 
things wherein chey all agreed , I mighc - 
diſcern with a more diſintereſted eye, 
chart which: would be for che common 
ge0d. I chen conkdered with the grea- 
reſt exaneſs that ]-was able , the Na» 
ture, Greatneſs, and lamentadle }fieRs , 
'0f 


The reface. 
that of their new ones, which they. bave 
an intention to embrace. There is alſo 
this in it, that men do not ordinarily 
artemec, bur to remedy ſome effe&s, 
without aſcending up to the principal 
cauic,and only ſource of all this evil;juſt 
like thoſe ignorant Phyficians, who un- 
skilfully labour to cure ſome of eheSymp- 
toms of Diſeaſes, without applying any 
thivg to the grand original Cauſe, on 
the curing whereof depends all its con- 
ſequances. 

; There was a Preface of a Book, prin- 
ted ſome years fince, in the Low Coun- 
eries, which couched this martter.,. and 
ſeemed to aim at a general reconciliation 
of all Chriſtians , by means ot a chari-, 
table allowance and and a mutual tole- 
ration. But beſides that, ir was but by 
the by, that the Author created upon this 
important Subje&: It ſeems char, nor 
baving aſcended up to the ſpring head 


of all theſe Diviſions, he bas .not contri» ' 


ved any proper way, for the Reconci- 
Viation which he-propoſes,nor bas rightly 
diſtinguiſhed between what is furdames- 
cal in Chriſtian Religion ang. what is 
Not, 
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7 not-to let us ſee, laſt of all,in what things 
3 we ſhould haye this charity one to- 
' wards atiother. And we .reje& allo 
> _ the means which is moſt important, to- 
| # wards the attaining to ſo good an end, 
| whilſt we refuſe to diſingage our ſelves 
from whatſoever may render ic unfruit- 
ful, as I fhall ſhew you in 1ts proper 
place. # 

It was in the ſearch of this , that I 
have, for fome years ſince, applyed wy 
7 ſelftoſodiliger: and ſerious meditati- 
on. I utterly caſt off, at the inſtant, all 
former opinions of my own, and preju- 
dices againſt others ,, which might be a- 
ny obſtacle to me in ſo laudable a defign: 
I diſingaged my ſe'f for a time of all 
things whatſoever of any Communion of 
Chriſtians, which was fingular,and which, 
ſeparated it ſelf from others : And I be- 
lieved, chat in examining carefully the 
things wherein they all agreed , I mighe . 
| diſcern wich a more diſinterelted eye , 
char which: would be for che common 
ge0d. I then conſidered with the grea- 
| reſt exaneſs that ] was able , the Na- 
ture, Greatneſs, and lamentadle 1 feRs , 
'0f 


| The Preface. 
of this miſerable Diviſion of Chriſtians, 
I obſeryed at the ſame time, how ine- 
Rimable would all thoſe goods and all 
thoſe adyanrages be, which would ariſe 
from ebeir reuniting into ane & the ſame 
Confeſſion of Paich, and reconciliation 
of cheir minds into.che ſame Communi- 
on. Afcer that, I diligently conſidered 
with an intire applying my mind , whae 
could be the cauſes of ſo deplorable a 
misfortune : I haye aſcended che beſt 1 
could co the very fauntain head of this 
evil, where , I ſuppoſe, I have made 
ſome diſcoveries, which, without queſti- 
an, will be relifh:d by choſe who ſhall 
look upon them without intereſt, In 
ſhort I] am yerily perſuaded, that after all 
my endeavours, nay continual prayers 
haye been heard by the Goodneſs and 
Bounty of the God of Peace: I hepe,that 
through the Bleſſing of Heaven, I'have 
met with che true and only remedy of 
this evil, that is to (ay, the ſole means of 
reconciling together all thoſe who make 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity , and who are 
perſwaded, that the Dodrine of the Goſle 
pel, which is compriſed io the Scripcures 
. of 
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Jof the New Teſtament 5 is delivered 
Jto us from God , and that ic containg 


[what we ſhould know , belicye and do 


for our ſalvation. So: that as ſoon as 
# we ſhall religioufly reunite,'in choſe mar- 
-ters which ic preſcribes co us, we ſhall 
- be in a ready way of attaining to the 
- mark which it propoſes ro us. Ar 
? leaſt, I may, with crutch, fay, char fince 
- that very cime, I have found, ſor my own 
; part, a great calmneſs of Spirit. ' I have 
” not any more, f(ince that, Jooked upon 
Chriſtian DoRrice, to be bi 


iticule, knor- 
ty, charged and encumbred with an in- 
finice number of ſubcil queſtions, critical 
and unprofitable notions. Theſe are the 


| very things, that have made it to paſs un- 


known, having utterly disfigured its na- 


| cural Beauty : This is ir, chat has given 
} it a face alcogether new and ſtrange, 


and, I dare ſay , that if Saint Paul and 
the reſt of the Apoſtles ſhould deſcend 
down, this very day,vpon the earth, rhcy 
wonld not know this DcQrine, fo dit- 
guiſed as it is, Ard this ſame alfo is it, 
chat has canſed theſe miſerable D:v:fions 
arzong Chriftiars,at this preſent. 

I wuſt 
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I muſt confeſs,that I, for a great while, þ 
had a defi2n, not to publiſh my thoughts * 


upon this Subjet, I would have con- 
cealed this advantage, which I had mer 


with, and made it of particular uſe co |. 
my ſelf. It was not for any eavy that I ' 


bare co the publick good, for which I 
could be plad to employ all my power and 
life: Bue I have always difiruſted my 
own abilities, and knowing,as I do, their 
utmoſt, I have eyer been ſuſpicious of 
their produtions. Bzlides this, I did 
never approve of that liberty which js 
given of expoſing openly all our thoughes 
£o publick view, or co ſay more proper- 
ly, all thoſe whimſies which we have con- 
ceived in o'r Studies. It is to do a great 
preJadice to men of Learning, to ſteal 
fron them the time which is ſo dear to 
them. Je is ſtaying them co pick our 
good from bad Wricings, that is, to 
ſearch for ſom? grains of Gold amongſt 
heaps of Sand. Itis eo bulie the Preſs 
about fruitleſs Works, which ought noc 
to be employed but in the moſt excel- 
lent: It is, laſty, co encercain the igno- 
rance ofthe yulgar, who are not able to 
m:ke 
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make diftin&ion of Books , and who, 
many times , being drawn by a ſpecious 
Title, are afterwards obſerved to be 
deeplier engaged in ignorance and error. 

- Moreover I know chat the opinions of 
the publick are very tenderly co be con- 
fidered, for every one will ordinarily 
paſs verdi& upon other mens Works, ac- 
cording to the ſway of theig own paſh- 
ons. Whence it often comes to paſs, 
that perverſe Judgments are made on the 
mott innocent deſigns, I fancied , that 
ſome would ſay of me, that I was butin 


| jeſt, co wake ſport, chac ethers would 


imagine , that I aRed herein by ſome of 
choſe motives. which I had already ob- 
ſerved, and condemned; and that ma. 
ny alſo of thoſe who did not abſolutely 
diſapprove of my thought , might ſay, 
that it is a thing rather co be defired 
than hoped for, that che execution is im» 
poſſible, and that therefore all the at- 
rempts would be without ſucceſs. Nets» 
ther am I ignorant how curious this 
age is, That now adays muca fſeafoning 
is required to the choiceſt meats z and 
that it che mpſt excellent ſubJeRs be nor 
EEE Co accom- 
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accompanied with a ſtudious and elegant 
ſtile , they diſcourage the Readers, -and 
are throwu aſide , as merchandiſe 'not 
worch looking on, And ic will be a hard 


 mattrer forme, ar above fixty years of 


age, tocontrive a ſtile that ſhall carry 
with it chat ait and neatneſs, which ſhall 
pleaſe, the refined Wits of our times, 
But after all, I choughe chac I oughe not 


to quit a deſign ſo. profitable and 1o im- 


porcanc co the publick good , for ſome 
objeRions of ſmall conſequence ; that 
the rhatter ought more to be looked up- 
en than the Form. I conſidered char 
Diamonds ſhould not be thrown away 
becauſe they are rough; and that tbe 
g0!den Oar has always its value, although 
IC hath not yer attained to the luſter 
which che Crofible pives it ,- when its 
pure body ſhall be ſeparaced from the 
drofs and carth which ſoyl ir, The leaſt 
articulate and weakeft voices are kindly 
beard ,- when employed to adviſe us of 
our gocd,, and to concutt us out of fome 
unſafe courfe. And perchance it may fo 
fall our, thar ſome or other of the lear- 
ned men of this age, excited by my weak 
Ell- 
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The Prefate. 


elegane:#ndeayours may worthily arcompliſh 3 
's,-and what I bave butrudely effayed : and chus 
{e.'not jt often happens , chat che unskilful play 
a hard ; of fome indifferent Muſician Rirrs up 
ars of thoſe who have a more delicate touch to 
carry 


ſhall * 
; conſiderations , after ſundry debates, did 


mes, 
ce noe 
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correR the defeRs of the former by the 
excellency of their hands. All theſe 


| induce fe eo upbraid my ſelf in terms 


not much unlike the poor Leppers of 


| Samaria, 2 Kings, ch. 7. Theſe wretches 


by 


' having met wich great riches and a quan- 


ticy ofprovifions in the Camp, which the 
Syrians had left behind chem, blamed 


+ themſelves for keeping cloſe co them» 


£37 
iy 


ſelves a good which might relieve the ne-- 
ceſlities of all che inhabitants of cheir 


is City. I have therefore, at laſt, caken my 
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Pen in hand co communicate to the 
Publick, the fruic of a Meditation, to 
which I have applyed my ſelf for a long 
time, 

I hive endeavoured in this lictle work 
co follow a familiar method accommo. 
dared co the humours of all ſorts of peo- 
ple ; wherein my principal aim is co 
take all Chriſtiars , even che moſt weak 
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and ignorant , comprehend the nature of ; 
that Religion which they profeſs , by .” n 
bringing it back to its firſt principles 8& 1 oy 
fundan{tal Dofrines: Bur to atcain ro '* 4* 
this end, ic muſt be repreſented in its na- 
ked dreſs , by clearing it from whatſo. h 
ver may render ir obſcure, ridiculous and * 
barbarous.' I do ſtrive co make my ſelf 
underftood by all che world and to pro- C 
portion ery thoughts and expreſſions to © 
the capacity of eyery one. To which ys 
effe& | have divided chis ſmall Treatiſe | 
into three principal parts: in the firſt I 
ſhall let you ſce the Nature, che Extent, " 
2% and ſad Conſequences of this lamentable |, Cl 
06 Divifion,which is among Chriſtians; The » b 
- oreacneſs of the Evil ſhould make us #; © 


i know how urgent and preſſing is the ne. ” 
2 ceſſity of its remedy, The ſecond wiil _ 


diſcover the Catſe of the Evil, by laying G 
them open eyen to their yery ſource 


head. And laſtly, the third will fer forth we 

the ſoyeraign and infallible remedy which +, 

p may be employed for the curing and hea- n 
i fing this grievous wound. ar 
ſc 


enterta ned, and that it ſhall groduce any 
good ! 
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The Preface. 
good fruit,. I will bleſs God for ic with 
all 7y heatr, fince ic is only bis Glory 
vhat I propoſe for the ſole obje& of my 


+ defigh. AndLwill further beſcech him 


co beſtow on me fo mich healeh and 
Ntrength, thie I may be able co make 
this Treatiſe be followed by ewo orthe:s, 
which wi'l be of no leſs imporcance : 
one of which ſlia!l be concerning che 
Counſels which Chriſtian Princes and 
$Scates may take to make this enterpriſe 
fucceed aright , by preſerving their crue 
and {awful intereſtMand thole of private 
perſons. The other ſhall be co diſpoſe 
all choſe who are ove of the Pile of 
Chriſtianicy, utterly co caſt' away from 
then all choſe prejudices which blindly 


; retain them ifi cheir ancien: Religions, 


and hindercthem from ſeejng che advan- 
eages of that which the Erernal Son of 
God has given us: ſo that they thall lee 
how nature ic ſelf, and reaſon, does pows 
erfully invite them co ſubmic to che of 
pel, by a perfe& obedience, and that 
it is che only means to enjoy a real cratt- 
quiliry of mind, and a folid quiet in Cons 
ſcience, This will ſufficiently ſetve to 

a excite. 


The Preface. 


excite Chriſtians ( after their reunion 
ſ1!l, be proeured ) cocontribute on their 
par*s towards che Saiyation of all the in- 
havitants of the world, wich whom they 
ſhall entertain any commerce. : 

And as there is nothing ſo _repugnane 
to the deſign which 1 have. in band as 
the prejudices wherewirh it may be looke 
upon : for. they arc cheſe prejudices 
which have -ſfo much fomented and 
ſtrengthened chis Diviſion, and which 
would alſo be capghle to deſtroy the 
fruit that might-be Moped for from chis 
proje& * Sol have,on this occafion, en- 
dezy. ured as much as in me lay , notto 
giv- the leaſt hint that ſhould ſeem to fa- 
vour any prejudice whatſoever, I have 
avoided, 3s a dangerous rock, giving the 
lea{t ſuipicion that I am intere fied for a- 
ny party ; and content my ſelf, withouc 
eax'ng any one in particular, to blame in 
general whatſoever hath cauſed theſe Di- 
yiGons, and whatſoever entertains them 
at preſenc, *Tis for this reaſon, thae [ 
hive not b-en ſpurred on co chjs deſign 
by any mocive of Vanity , as to acquire 
the glory of baving undertaken an enter- 
priſe 
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: The Preface. 
! priſe which never any man propoſed be- 
' fore ; and likewiſe to rake away all dir 
' truſts which my Proteffion or my Con- 
' dition . might give: 'For I know well e- 
nough, thar if che Proteſtants did believe 
that th's proje& had bedh contrived' by a 
Roman Catholick, and eſpecially by a 
Clergy man of chat Religion, they wou!d 
 think'partially on-it., 'and that it was al- 
ready engiged by intere(t to fayonr thoſe 
' of their Communion: and on the*con- 
trary, it the Roman Catbolicks were per- 
' ſwaded, that it was the work of a Prote- 
tant, or of a Greek, they would imimnedi- 


' averfioa thar' they have co thofe whom 
/} they pretend are 6ue ' of the Church , 
'* wovld make them refuſe the moſt faving 

! remed'es, becauſe ir would be Preſenred 

them by a ſuſpeet hand+ it is Juſt as a 
ſick perſon takes not, but with prear fear, 
. * any Medicine wh ch is ordered him by a 
Phyſician whom he wiftruſts, The ſame 
might be ſaid of all! orber Communions , 
which are four amongſt Chriſtians,they 
'-fook upon one another with ſo much Fea- 
foufie and Suſpicion, that only the very 
a 2 thoughe 
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tbought that ſo laudable a defign had 7 _ pl 
been laid by a perſon who was not of ' nſw 
their Communion, wauld be ſufficient to +? 


make them rejc& it wichout any further | * = 
examination. 2k þ ob 

Butto draweo a concluſion, I doubt Fs 
not but chat ſome coming go confider the 


nature of che remedy which I propoſe, 1 
for the cure of chis evil, ſha'l eſteem ic 


bur. as a thing eafie to conceive: that wm 
they will ſay,this Idea was no more than "i 


what any man might have thought on : | | 1 
Ehac 4t is a projeR which, at the firſt, is | 
yery ſpecious, and which finds no great 
difficulties at a flight conſideration of ic, | | (ha 
bnue which will meet with ſuch as are un- © 
conquerable,if any one undertakes to ſet 
it oo foot, Burt beſides the great advan- 
eapge it is to hive a means of fancying ſuch 
an Idea as is accompanyed by that of - 
peace and.concord, the only names of 
which are capable of exciting an abun- _ 
dance of joy in the hearts of all men, 1. 
hope ſo to unmask this gefign, and diſ- * 
cover ſuch a face,that all ſhall nnderftand 
the foundaction, the poſſibility and preat , 
zdyantace thereof. For I pretend nor * 
; 0 « 
£3 


. anſwering to the principal objeRions » 


The Preface. 


eo put an end to this great work,witholit 


© which may be made againſt it. And I do 


/ promiſe (as I have ſaid before) another 
' Treatiſe, wherein, incaſe this ſhall be 
favourably received, I will propoſe a 


- means how co make this projeR ſwreeed : 


.?'." T ſhall let you ſee how the power and 


- authority of thoſe muſt be employed,who 


- init. 
.* > bis bf. fling hereupon, and guide all to bis 


are ina capacity of working ſucceſsfully 
And I beſeech God to ſend down 


Glory, to the good of his Church, and to 
che comfort, of all choſe good Souls, who 


« ſhall figh after.ſo holy a Reunion. 


; 2 


POTTY 


7 T nunc miror maxime, CN , 
uſ. que antehac miratus ni 
# ſum, eo plerof, que C briſti- mi 


anos .r ofſe incenio, ut inter ſe «a 


concordiam SHY" non poſſint: wm 
quod mihi in monſtri loco gfſſe @# 
videtur. Cumenim eam reli= a 
gionem ſeElgntur, qua qibil un- r 
quam fuit, nec unquam erit, aut f 
ſan#tins, aut ſrmplicins, ant ad ' 7 
humanitatem accommodatum c 
magis,illi tamen inter fe ita vi- 
UVint, ut tires, urſos, panthe- 


ras, leeneſque,ac rabioſos.canes 
in unam caveam concluſos di- 
cas. Hincque adeo factum, ut 


Jamdin miÞ1; fit per il uaſrſſumun, 
- qur 


#2? 


H 15 


os 


' qui itaſunt,eos nihil minus eſſe 
' quam Chriſlianos, etiamft tales 
4 Oh Fa 


ſe baberi poſtulent. Neque e- 
nim internecinns odiss, turpiſſi- 
mis opprobrits, ac atrociſſumis 
calumnits, ferro deniq; ac flam- 
ms. ut fit, alii adverſns  alios 
graſſarentur, 7 amorem Det, 
ac proximi charitatem <v4ola- 
rent : queis ſublatis nihil alind 
fnerit Chriſtianiſmus quam no- 


' men inane, & wana aliqua ſpe- 


cies, que contemplantis otiun 
obleFet. Id apud me cum nuper, 
at ſepe alias, non ſme graviſſi- 
ma indiguatione dolorem, opta- 
zo allatns ift hic libellns ſine 
omni ſcriptoris nomine ; in quo 
tantam utilitatem reperi, ut, ſi 


a 4 quod 


, 
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quod tam dinturno ac pene im- 
medicahili malo adhiberi reme- 
dium poſſit,id illizs ope eventu- 
run eſſe arbitrer. Emm certe it4 
probavi,ut repentino mentis in- 
ſtineiu percuſſus, meum de illo 


judiginnt his werſiþus incluſe- 


rim, non fine vItis, ut te, Le- 
Hor, Cbriſtianim eſe bona fide 
oftendas. Et fret , ſpero. ubt 
ſcriptoris mentem GX confilinmn 
pernoverls. 


Marc. IX. 


'E en: of inuliig fog, & ina aiers of 


Qt AyAc 16, 


*Y Eſcende ſummis, 
Pax alma, pols, 
Celereſque per ethera purum 

Ii | Extende pennas, 
: Frondenti nitidum caput 


C : I I mpediens oliva. 

- IX Jam ſatis, O nimium ſatis, 

= Te Jugs Olymps, 

_ Et long a exilia, . 

e | Etdire ſcelerum facies, 4c triſtta bella 
s | Averſam tenuere, 


 Aude itaque oblits nunc, Diva reviſers 
—— genu genw irritabile, plas 
 - 


» i v 
> Ge " 
whe, ES: pot 
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Concordes illis mittens per peftora ſenſu. 
| Letaredi, Virgo, tecum ultd Afres redibity 
i) Aldlliaque inter ſe tradusent otia gentes 

s 7 Diſſidiis odiiſque procul, Te turba Ache- 

- rontu, 

® Tebelenatremet venientem , & magnw e- 
a/dem 

Sub te, ſacra canens, @1bis venerabitur 4- 
14, 

Fig age, jam cernes diyclſa abreptaq;, mem- 

Ta, 


LJ 

Et-corpus lacerum in ſedes rediifie priores : 

Denque jam Chriſto redivivum reddere 
Ch-iſtam , 

Et ſecura potes ; Nam lato ltmite fertur : 

Hic liver, averſoſque animos tibi, Sandia, © 
reducit , 

Per populos jam jura dabis ; Te quiſque ca- ( 
nem , 

Et Tua tam denfir ſtabunt aitaria donu, 

Ut te reliidtt rent ant oblivia Cali, 

Et dubites poſthac cum ſecula lata videbis, 

Sideribus Terre preftent,an fiders Terris, 


res2 
dere 
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Of the Diviſion which” Is A 


mong Chriſtians, and of 
its Conſequences. 


W. 
ir — hm 


Ck, promrncty 


CHAP. bs 


I AF Rr. eo ne —p 


of the Nature and crab of thi 
Diviſion, 


Hen St. Part. ſaid, That 
| it was neceſſary "there 
ſhould be Hereſies 4* 


mangſt ws, to the end that ſuch as are 
B appro= 


2 The Reuniting 


approved might be made manifeſt, His ' 


words mult not be taken, as if he 
would by an extravagant Paradox 
Authorize the diverſity of Opinions 
in Chriſtianity. For his deſign was 
never to favour the Awthors of Sets 
and Heads of Parties, by impoſing 
filence to thoſe who would remedy 
Diviſions, and pur a ftop to their 
fad conſequencies. But he declares 
plainly, what we muſt expe from 


the ill diſpoſition of the ſpirits of 


Men,from the high cteem which they 
have of their own ſufficiency, and 
from their inclination to render 
themſelves conſiderable, by ſome 
fingular Opinions in matters of Re- 
ligion. He deſigns by the ſame means 
to make us ſee how the providence 
of God, which draws good out of 
evil, and light out of the thickeſt 


Valdes 
£5 
Ay: 

> © 
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darkneſs,takes occafion from thence, 


to diſtinguiſh ſuch as appertain to 
him : making appear by this con- 
tras 


0p 


OO 


j 


TY 
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of Chzilftanity. s 
tradition of ſinners, the conſtancy 
of the Servants of God, and their 
generous reſiſtance toall ſortsof tepay 
prations and tryals, It is in this ſence 
alſo, that Feſws Chri#F declares to'us 
the neceſſity of ſcandals and tribula» 
tions ariſing in the Church y and thay 
he is come to kindle the Fire-brand 
of War in the World, and to put 
Diviſions in States and Families, for 
otherwiſe the Goſpel, which is the 
Miniſtry of Grace, and a Word of 
Reconciliation and Peace, does nos 
of ir ſelf propole any thing, but uni- 
on, amity and concord. Nature, al» 
though ſprung from the ſame Origi» 
nal with Grace, hath inclinations 
quite diſtin& : Ir is not pleaſed, bur 
in diverſity, and ſeems not to ſubliſt 
bur by the contrariery of qualities, 
which occur in its works ; whereas 
Grace is not preſerved, bur by the 
entire correſpondence of thoſe who 


-*2 a ſhare therein, and by the con« 
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formity of their Opinions. We can- F 
not divide our ſelves in its Principles |; c 
without deſtroying it to.us. For F. 
ſach a ſeparation 1s to give it ſuch fs th 
grievous wounds, as will force it to Br 
retire from thoſe who are not more ' th 
careful to improve it by fuch wayes | G 
as are moſt ſuitable to its nature. | ;Þ 
| Now, is it not a moſt deplorable 
thing, that an occaſion ſhould be ta- 
ken of making uſe of a Doctrine of 
Peace, for the miſerable tearing in 
pieces aBody,whoſe Members ought 
to be perfeRly united ? Is tt not a 
ſhameful thing that this unhappy 
' Pro and Co ſhould be introduced ro | 
make the ſame havock in the Church 
which it ordinarily makes in the 
World 2 Philoſophy never ſaw fo 
many Se&s : Paganiſme ſo many dit- 
ferent Devotions. Mahometiſme fo 
many contradi&ory Opintons con- 
cerning their CAlcoran, as WE have ' 
Secs,Lereſics and Schiſmaes in Chri- 


tiani- 


of Chailtianity— 


Kianity, about the underſtanding iof 


* irs fundamental Law, which is the: 


Goſpel, As ſoon as the-ſpronts'of 
this Holy Seed began to appear ups: 
on the tace of the Earth, we-ſaw at 
the ſame time an infinite vumber.of 
unprofitable and choaking --Tares 
ſpring up, ſufficient to deſtroy-that; 


© Inits birth which would bring with' 
' it Salvation and Life;: :AlmoR in 


the ſight of the Holy Apoſtles,(thoſe' 


| Sacred Confidents of our Soveraign' 


Maſter) there aroſe ſuch as vaunting: 
themſelves. to haye embraced. his; 
Doctrine, would have repreſented: 
him after their fancies, ahd ſet him. 
forth as their own whimſies and ca-" 
prichioes. ſuggeſted to. rhem. And, 


' preſently afterwards wauld make: 
- their particular Sentiments paſs for 


general and infallible Rules,and have : 
pretended, that all others were oblis.: 


. ged to ſubmit themſelves thereto. 


Thus the Blood of Feſws Chrift,which* . 
B 3 Rill +: 


fill reeking,ſhould warm the hearts | 
of Chriſtians, with a Holy Charity, * 


—_ 
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as well as with an Ardent Zeal,could 
not: chogk the Seeds of theſe miſer- 


| 
, 
o 


able Diviſiogs. Inſomuch that in : 
the Third Ape, St, Epipbanius num- . 
bers up Four-ſcore. ſeveral Hereſies, 


Cor rather different Opinions) which 
had crept in amongſt the Chriſtians, 
and yet hot mentioning the divers 
Branches into which theſe Hereſies 


were ſub divided, There is ſcarcely: | 


any. one Article of Faith, or any ſpe* 
culation of Chriſtianity , whereon 
ſtrange Opinions have not. been ad- 
vanced, which in time have made 
Sets, and different Religions. And 
we knowthat every particularCom- 
bination has appropriated to it ſelf 
the Name of a Church, and boaſted 
to be the Spoule of the Son of God, 
to. the utter excluſion of all others. 
They have alſo gone further, for be- 
fides the Heavenly Dodtrine —_ 
c 


de- 


of ChaiTianify, 7 

ed in the Goſpel, where they have 
taken occafion of raiſing diſputes g 
They have forged (uch as have been 
meerly humane, concerning which 
there hath alſo been miſerable Di- 
viſions. And as though theſe Men 
had climbed up to Heaven to conſule 
the very Mouth of God himſelf,they 
have Preached up their Doctrines as 
Oracles, and Fundamental Truths. 
After which they have had na great 
trouble to engage their Followers to 


% ſuffer the moſt cruel Torments, and 


even Death it elf in defence of their 
Opinion, and after that haveconfi- 
dently-enrolled them in thezjr own 
Legend, as Martyrs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
though they fuffcred only ro advance 
the glory. and reputation of ſome 
Arch-Heretique. So God to cha- 
ſize the raſhneſs and confound the 
vanity of their thoughts, has permit- 
ted, that Diviſion ſhould ruine their 


jn- | wark, as heretgfore it defeated the 
ed 
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inſolent deſigns of thoſe who would 
ece& the Tower of Babel. FAT 
 Aﬀeer that we have once forſaken 
the Royal Road,which God has pre- 
ſcribed us, we run-into all by-paths; 
and ſeparate our ſelves one from a- 
nother, each of us fancying to be in 
the 'moſt commodious and fafeſt 
way. Can you likewile-believe that 
a ſeparation 'is ſometimes made a- 
bour Subjects, not ohly light and tri- 
vial, but- in ſome ſort ridiculous, 
and which do redound tothe ſhame 
of thoſe who made them ſeryiteable 
to the'ends of their Schiſme and Di- 
viſion? What contentions have there 

not been among Chriſtians, namely, 

on what Day the Celebration of Ee- 

Fer ſhould be obſerves ; If in the 

Communion, Bread-leavened or-un« 

leavened ſhould be' made uſe of z 

If the Body of Jeſus Chrift was cor- 

ruptible'after its conception,or not; 

If we may ſay that one of the Tri- 

_— nity 
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nity was Crucified' : If the Churcli 
can condemn, and excommunicate 
one that is degd. If the Hallelujati 
might be*Sung- in Zen ,-and other. 
Queſtions'of' the like nature f Be- 
hold here: what are ordinarily the 
ſubjects, which cauſe theſe moſt real 
calamities.- -Behold that which ſes 
parates thoſe z who with'one conlenr 
ſhould advance the glory-of thetr 
common ang: e099 

But ro come to our times, and 
more neerly to touch upon the evil 
which troubles us at pteſent ,* ard 
which has given me oceaſtoj of lays 
ing open my'ſence, to contribute to 
a Remedy : -Is it not. & lamentable 

thing, and'of ſad Example, to ſee 
Chriſtians ſo miſerably divided, d$ 
they are-at this Day? For, to let 

| paſs the divers Sets of Chriſtians; 
! which are in the Eaſt, and who haye 
2 more cauſe to grieve for their 1a+ 
} mentable 'Divifions, than for their 
milzr* 
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miſerable ſtate, under the rigorons 
Loke of the Mahometans ; ſuch are 
the Greeks of CArmenie and Circaſ- 
fa, the Neſtorians, Facobites, Mars- | | 
nites, Cophtes, Chriſtians,of St. Tho» 1 
2was,8&c. People who are looked up- &« 
on as Hereticks or Schiſmaticks,and | 
who believe that out of their parti- 1 
cular communion, there is no Salva= x 
V 


tion to be expected g Let us inſiſt 
only upon this deplorable condition 
of the Chriſtians of Europe in theſe | 8 
Countreys wherein we live, There tl 
is no heart ſo hard that does not ſigh + 
to behold fo ſtrange a diſ-uniong Þ!' 
There is no truly Chriſtian Soul, U 
that does not gricve to ſee theeffets dt 
of the implacable fudes and hatreds, * te 
which are amongſt thoſe who are gr 
looked upon as Brethreng Sixce they | tre 
are thereby expoſed to the continual . ou 
inſolencies of the ſworn Enemies of « {cr 
Chriſtianity. | eq 
Since this great breach which is Alt, 
made | 


rous 

L are 

reaſ- 

{ar 8- 

Thos 
I up» 
nd 
JArti- 
alva= 
in{iſt 
tion 
theſe 
[here 
t ſigh 
110ng 
Soul, 
fects 
reds, 
oO are 
! they 
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' made in the Weſtern Church,by the 
ſeparation of the Proteſtants, from 
' the Communion of the Church of 
. Rome®whar Bloody Wars ! How 
many Murders and Maflacres! What, 


| —_ and ſtbverfions is in States { 


has there not been ſeen, inſoguuch 
that they have not ſtuck to have rg- 
courſe to the common Enemy to 
draw in ſuccour againſt thoſe, with 
whom they ſhould have entertain'd 
- 8 true Brotherly aftetion ? And 
' that which 1s moſt deplorable is, 
: that this diviſion hath been followed 
by an infinite company of others, 
and as a fruitful Mother hath pro» 
duced an incredible number of Mon- 
- ters, which reſemble it. 'Theſe two 
great Branches growing out one 
' trom the other, have alſo ſproutin 
. out of them, a vaſt company of lcl> 


ies of « {cr Branches, which although not 


ich is 


made | 


equal in ftrength, bring ſorth fruits 
altogether as dangerous as their _ 
| ther, 
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ther. ' Among Proteſtants, how mas 
ny ſeveral Sets im Germany, in 'Engo 
land; in France, in the Low-Cout- 
treys, arc.t There needs bi#fome 
diverlity in the habizs of Preachers; 
ſome difference in the Ceremonies, 
or inthe Ornaments of Churches,or 
of the Government thereof, to form 
a Sea. A ſimple diflenting :in the 
Liberty which every one gives him- 
ſelf of expounding according to his 
Fancy the milteries which are above 
his reach, is ſufficient ro caule a ſe- 
pararion. The manner of explaining 
the ſubje& of Predeſtination, and oi 
Reconciling God's (Grace with the 
Motions of the Will of Man,.makes 
ns41ook upon thoſeiwho are of adit- 
ferent Opiniongas ſuch People asare 
in the high-way of 'Damnation; and 
with whom we muſt not entertacl 
any Communion. 7 , ll nl 
-'Nor' may they who have: lived 
in Communion with the Churctr of 
OY Rome 


L 
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Rome inſulc at this Diviſion.of the 
Proteſtants, and pretend that union 
and concord have continued amongft 
them without any diviſion ; For al- 
though they all ſubmir themſelves in 
appearance to the Authority of one 
only Head, and.that they look upan 
him as the Center, wherein-all che 
Lines of their Society do meet: and 
are. reunited neverthcleſs we are not 
ignorant, how great the number of 
their diſſentions are, and how little 
*he union is amongſt their Doors, 
'S that if the tear of a Superior Aus 
;hority ſeems to retain them 1n'one 
and the ſame Society, their hatreds 
are but the more fermented within, 
They do not leſs condemn one ano- 
ther of Hereſie, and of being out of 
te way of Salvation. And the Ex- 
hples of our Age have ſhown us, 
thag when oppertunities have brcen 
preſented, of making their averſions 
appear, how far they have cartied it, 
being 
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being always deſirous that their par» 
ticular Opinions might prevail over 
all others. Therefore it 1s not any 
particular intereſt that I here endea* 
vour to advance gy But, it is the ges 
neral intereſt of all Chriſtian Socie- 
ties; It is the good and the union of 
all thoſe who march under the Stan- 
dard of the Croſs. I deſign tO re- 
nite together all the Chriſtians of 
the Eaft and Weſt, Greeks and Ro- 
mans , Catholicks and Proteſtants, 
and all the divers Branches wheres 
Mo theſe latter arc ſubdivided, 
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ic- | The frftEfe of this Dix ifron. 


ma 0 Diſquiet of Mind and Trouble 

_ F | of Conſcience. 

of Y Ere there no other Evil in 

_ this Divifion,than the very 

co {© Diviſion ir {elf, and that deformity 

" | which it cauſes in Chriſtian Socie- 

* ties 5 Were there no other harm 
= done by it, than the disficuring the 
7 Face of Chriſtianity, and the bleme 
Z iſhing its beauty that renders ir ſo 

Ts conſiderable, it would be ſo great a 


cauſe of prief, as to oblige us to en* 
deavour, With all our power, to re- 
medy ſo great a miſchief. But be- 

3 fidesall this, this unhappy Diviſion 
p, | is very fruitfuland produces wiki 
” i evils, 
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76 The Reuniting 
evils, as much or more pernicious 
than it ſelf, Tis like the Vipergwhich 
by a ſtrange ſelf-dilaceration, makes 
a great Nutnber of little Serpents 
come out of her, which inſtantly 
make thelrTecth and Venom appear. 
There are ſome who ſer upon parti- 
cular Perſons, and others who cauſe 
great diſorders in Socicties, both ſee 
cular and Eccleſiaſtical, as I under- 
take to make evident, to every one. 


| The firſt effe& of this Diviſton, is 
diſquier and torment of mind,wher- 
in they ordinarily do plunge them- 
ſelves, who are engaged in this La- 
berinth of divers Opinions, about 
matters of Religions And theſe Opie 
nions do-in time forme the different 
Secs and Societies which divide all 
Chriſtians. A Traveller Journeys 
with pleaſure, ſo long as his way 
ſtems good and plain, and that he is 
alured it is the right, that it lies = 
re&, 
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re, and finds it is not divided into 
other different Paths; But fo ſoon as 
he perceives himſelf ina croſs Road, 
where he meets with ſeveral tracks, 
without knowing which of them he 
ſhould make choice of; Tis impoſ= 
ſible, but that being in this ſuſpence, 
he muſt have a great unquietneſs and 
grief of ſpirit. If all Chriſtians per- 
tectly agreed in Opinion, that Agree- 
ment would be a grand means whet«= 
by we might advance with pleaſure 
rowards our happineſss But meet- 
ing with this great diverſity of-ſenti« 
ments and profeſſions, wherein every 
one boaſts of poſleſſing the truth,as 
by birth- right ro the excluſion of all 
otherss we mult needs be involved 
in great perplexity. For to think that 


| we can eaſily ſolve doubts,by a care- 
| ful and ſerious applying of our 
3 minds to meditation , and by the 
4 force of reaſoning and diſcourſe, is a 
4 Fallacy, for beſides thar every one 


hath 
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hath cauſe of diftruſting himſelf x 
mid& this great diverſity of, Opini- 
ons z Secing that the cleareſt Wits, 
the moſt profound DoRors, Atm of 
the choiceft Endowments, arid fuch as | 
have the greateſt Piety, ſweetneſs & 
Moderation of Temper, are often- | + 
times obſerv'd to be ſeparated and di- | 
vided, the one from the others Iam 3 {| 
aflured that many oft times in theſe 


applications, how zealous ſoever,nay V 

even after the moſt fervent Prayers, fy L 

be overſwayed by the probability of © {! 

| the Arguments, which every Opint= | *! 
3.,'\F on hath produced in its own favour, h 
('] And I durſt ſay that when one has V 
fo foon determin'd in this ſcrutiny, #& ® 
there may be ſome reaſon to ſuſpe& mn 

ſo quick a reſolution : I am apt to /7 tt 

fear that this may often reſpet o« & 

ther intereſts, than thoſe of the glo- th 

, ry of God, and our Salvation, which » t- 

| ; could fo quickly make us bend to q i 
#8 them. It many times happens that 
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our Education, our Cuſtomes, our 
particular advantages, and ſuch o- 
ther conſiderations, do eaſily turn 
the Scakes, And that indeed which 
abiiſeth us herein, is, that theſe are 

* ſlipt in fo dexterouſly, and mixed in 
ſuch a manner in'theſe diſputations, 
that we cannot diſcovet them,but by 
ſtrong and-frequent refletions; - 

Bur let us put the caſe, that a Man 
who has an extraordinary light, by 
the knowledge of Tongues,and read- 
ing of Good Books, may wade 
through theſe difficulties; and ſows 
his doubts among theſe perplexities; 
What ſhall we ſay of ſo many com- 
mon Perſors, who have not had, nor 
ever been in a Condition to have, all 
theſe ſo profitable helps, I mean, fo 
neceflary for the pcnetrating into 
theſe profound miſteries, and carry- 
ing them through thar Labyrinth ? 

Is it becauſe that Chriſtian Religion 

3s not propos'd,but only to the lear- 

ned ? 
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ned?: Is it not as well addreſſed to 
the Ignorant, to Women, to Chil- 
dren, and to the poor unlearned Pe- 
fanrs ? Muſt we not rather fay,that 
it 1s towards ſuch that it turns the 
moſt  Favourable Aﬀpe& ? That 
whilſt the Doors are diſputing 
with great carneſtnels together, a- 
bout the Myſteries of the Kingdome 
of Heaven, the moſt ſimple do for- 
cibly take it by the ardour of their 
Zeal. Therefore what can we point 
out more contrary to the Peace and 
Confolation of theſe good and fim- 
p'e Souls, than this great diverſity 
of Opinions, of Secs, and of Reli- 
gions ? 

Bur, if it ſhould be objected, that 
for want of reading and neceflary 
ſtudy to ſearch, into the moſt ſub- 
lime myſteries of Religion , thcſe 
ordinary People would be content 
with what is moſt plain and maſt 
clear in Gahriſtian Do&rine, m_ 

wil 
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will ſuffice to inſpire them with the 
Love of Virtue,zand the fear of.God; 
and that will be capable to-pgive 
them peace of Conſcience, and all 
inward Conſolation, that is necefias: 
ry for them. I ſhall readily an- 
{wer that this 1s all.I demand; .and: 
ro which I endeavour to reduce a{l 
Chriftians in general. * The Chri*. 
ſtian Religion is equally propofed:to: 
all, and-in the diſtribution of its 


- 
| Graces, 'it makes no diſtindion be- 
| tween the Learned and the Ignorant: 
Z The High-towering: Wit, and that 
* which: creeps among the Vulgar : 
{ As the Remedies . and Medicines 
% which Nature offers us, work in the 
2? ſame manner upon Perſons of all 


7 canditions.and degrees.. 50 that to 
be a Man, ſuffices to quality us for 
# laying claim to the - advantages 
which Grace preſents to Us in the 
7 Dodrin of the Goſpel, and to lay 
| hold-of the Aids which it gives: us,., 
: | C 3 to 
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to make Us partakers of It, 

But ſhould it be likewiſe object- 
ed ſor the clearing this difficult 
Point, that thoſe who have not the 
means and. advantage of penetrating 
inta theſe ſecrets, by a deep medira- 
tion, may canſult the Learncd to. re- 
ſolve them, in the choice which they 
ſhould make of a good and ſure O- 
pinion z Who does not ſee, in the 
ficſt place, that it 15 not the way to 
draw them out of the trovble,whers 


in they are, ſeeing they do not ad- - ; 


dreſs themſelves, but to Men who 
are not infallible, and who may be 
prep with prejudices, and 
have their particular Jnterefts, ſo 
that they ſhall be always in doubr, 
whither or nothe advice which was 
given them, proceeded not from 
fome other Principle than the Glory 
of God, the Charity, and deſire of 
romoting the Salvation of Souls, 
I ſhould this addreſs be 
made 
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made to ſome of thoſe DoRtors who 
follow different Opinions, upon” co- 
lour.they are obliged ro examine all 
things, and retain whar is beſt : E» 
very one will alledg in his own fa- 
vour, all the moſt plauſible Reaſons 
and Confiderations which he can, 
and many times thoſe that are leaſt 
valid, are moſt {pecious. Aﬀer this 
can a Man of mean parts, find our 
in himf{clf light enough, and diſcer- 
ning to carry him through thoſe dif- 
ficulties, which make 4 ſeparation a- 
mongſt Men of far greater parts,and 
more refined Judgements than his 
Own, 

. But laft of all, what ſhall we ſay 
of the poor Labourer or ſimple 
Tradeſman, who has ever been bred 
in a Countrey, where ſome one of 
theſe Sets prevails? We know thar 
ſuch a Sect forces thoſe of the Coun* 
try, perſely to acquieſce in it. That 
it requires every one to ſubmit, with- 

C 4 out 
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out. any contradiction to all that it 
ſhall preſcribe : That there are ſome 
Secs, who luffer not their Followers 
to enter into any diſcuſſion. of-what 
they:lay down to follow, and com- 
pel:them'to a blind obedience. As 
for Example, what. can a poor Soul 
do, who has been born in the: midſt 
of Jtaly: or Spain, where Reigns a 
maſt ſevere-Inquiſitton,or in the far- 
theſtiparts:-of Denmark,or Swedeland, 
where are none butProteſtants when 
he. ſhall learn that-there are other 
People cliewhere in' great numbers, 
who: are called Chriftians, boaſting 
themſelves to have Truth in: its 
ortateſt Purityz:and/doom'all to E- 
ternal-Torments. who are not of their 
Opinjon ? Is,it. not certain that a 
poor Wretch in this condition, not 
being able rohave any commerce ror 
conference with thoſe of whom he 
hath bcen told this, will have ſo 
much more trouble ia his Mind, 
p- S by 
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of Ch2iffianity:; 25 
by how much his paſſion is greater 
chat ſtirs 'up in him a defire of his 
own happineſs ? Which makg#us 
ſee the neceſlity of bringing together 
all Chriftians under one common 
Principle: And this Principle muſt 
contain Maximes, eafie, intelligible 
and indiſputable. - In a'word , this 
Principle muſt be ſuch, that it may 
produce Peace and Inward comfort, 
and guide: all the Faithful, by rhe 
Practice of Holineſs,ito the enjoy- 
ment-of an Immortal Crown. - » 
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CHAP. III. 


The Second Effect of this Diviſion, 


That it deſtroys the ſtudy of Holineſs, 
and ſpecially the praitice of Charity, 


T** Principal defign of the Go- 
+ fpel, and I date fay the only 
one, is to bring Men by the know- 
ledg of irs Mifteries, to the Kudy of 
Virtue, and to condu@ them by the 
praQice of this Virtue, to the en- 
joyment of Happineſs and Glory. 
So thar we may fay, that the ſacred 
Chain of our Salvation hath three 
Links,co wir,the knowledg of truths, 
the practice of virtues, and the poſ- 
Mon of Happineſs. And if this 
Salvation be comparcd to 2 Build- 
int The Revelations of the Goſpel, 
| may 
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may be ſaid to be the Foundation 
and Baſis of it, Celeſtial Glory is 
the covering» and Virtue that which 
joyns thele two extremes together, 
making us paſs from the knowledg, 
to the poſleſhon af the Obje& 
known z where all our Felicity re- 
ſides. So that whatever gives any 
impediment to this knowledge, the 
ſame obſtruas the progreſs of Vir- 
tue, and ftaggers the hope of Felis 
city, The firſt receives no blow, 
whereof the two others feel not the 
Impreſſion. : And this is ſeen in theſe 
Lamentable Diviffons , which not 
only caſt us: into diſquiet, as hath 
been ſaid,but alſo in diſturbing Mens 
knowledg, they hinder Holineſs, and: 
pervert the practice of Chriſtian 
Virtues. The principal part wher- 
of, conſiſts in the Piety and Zeal, 
which we bring to the fervice of God, 
And the principal exerciſe of Piety 
conſiſts in the Sacred Commerce, 
which 
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which the Faichfal entertain with 
their God, by Prayer. Sothat what- 
ſoever troubles our Prayer, the ſame 
brings a notable prejudice'to a life 
of Holineſs. ' If 'chen, as :St. Peter 
teaches us [I -Pet.3.7. ] tbe idle do- 
meſtick conrentions-, which - ariſe 
from the want of Unity between 
Husband and Wife, arc capable to 
interrupt our Prayers, and blaſt the 
fair of this faviog exerciſe ? Vhar 
{hall we ſay then of the Comentions 


which divide the Chrifhian Church, 


into ſo many differen Secietics ? 
How can we cx that our Chri- 


flian- vows ſhould unite rogether to: 


aſcend more readily to our common 
Father,whilſt ourOpinions,and con- 


ſquently'our Inclinations remain fo 


contrary? WET 42307: 
\. One of the principal means re- 


quired for our right obſerving of 


Holineſs, is the repoſe and rrarquil- 
ity of the Soul - Sweetneſs aifo and 
modera-s 
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of Chailtianity. - 
moderation are neceflary , which 
make us look upon things without 
any prejudice, and the engagemerit 
of patticular Intereſts. It rhen (as 
we have plainly ſhewed) this Divi- 
fon throws us into ſuch diſquict- 
neſs and trouble,cvery one may judg 


| how prejudicial ir is to the notions 


of true Piety. Is it not certain,thar 


if we would employ in the ſtudy of 
Piety, and good Works, the time 


* which we allow our felves, for the 
examining of all thoſe Queſtions, 
# which divide £s$g Ve ſhould quick- 
| ly make great progreſs in the way 
s which leads to Eternal Life £ The 
S Emperor Amtozinus exhortcd thoſe 
who were defirons to advance in the 
{ practice of Moral Virtues, to ddfiſt 
| from the reading of Books, chiefly 


ſuch as treated of Philoſophy, as 
being only a hinderance to their de- 


{ fign. If, faid he,any ſhould perſwade 
| thee. to read, do thou immediately 


anſwer 7 
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anſwer, I have no time, tO buſy my 
head about theſe things 3 1 have a 
greater and more important affair 
in hand , which requires 2 Man's 
whole attendance. My biiſineſs is 
to tame my paſſions, and to make 
my ſelf every day a more virtuous 
Man, and to diſcharge my principal 
dutics: May we not in like.manner # 
ſay, to theſe curious Wits who give | 
up themſclves intirely to ſuch thor- | 
ny queſtions f This is not that wher- | 
unto ye were called , Leave off all | 
theſe contentions You loſe the moſt | 
-ecious thing in the Wotld, which | 
is your time. Rather tudy to be- | 
come 4 true Chriſtian that 15, to be Þ 
humble, fearing God, loving your þ 
Neighbour, preſerving your Body in | 
purity, 4voiding evil,and continually Þ 
ndeavouring to cdific thoſe with ; 
whom you converſe. = 
It Holineſs be no other thing than Þ 

a precious Crown, compoled of all Þ 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian and Moral Virtues ; I bg- 
lieve there is none but will grant me 
that the faireſt flower of that Crown 
is Charity towards 6br Neighbour, 
which St, PauFcalls the bond of per- 
feRion, Col. 3. Now this Virtue con- 
ſiſts in loving our Neighbour, as our 
felf ; Conſidering that he bears the 
Characters of the Image of Godg 
That we enter both one and the o- 
ther into the Communion of the 
fame Society, and that we are called 
ro be made partakers together of one 
and the ſame Inheritance. This ad- 
mirable Virtue is fo excellent, thar 
ſome, with goed reaſon, ca] it tho 
Soul of Religion, the Fountain of all 
other Virtues, or to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, Virtue it ſelf, which takes di- 
vers Names, according to the diver. 
firy of the Subjefts whercon it is- 


| exerciſed. Ir is called Piety, wher 


it looks up towards Heaven to pay 


: Homage to its Soveraign, we call jt 


| Charity, 
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Charity when ciclining towards the 
Earth, it ſtudics to do good to its 
Fellow: ſervants ; In a word, it re- 
ceives the Names of other Virtues, 
as of Temperatice , of Modeſty , of 
Homility, &c. when it 13 reflected 
back upon-its felf, by the Motions of 
that Legitimiate Love,which it bears 
it (eIF. Therefore if this Monſter of 
Diviſfion,be capable to deſtroy Cha- 
rity, which citabliſhes the Eflence 


thing can be conceived more preju- 
dicial to Virtue, than the dif union 
and alienation of Mens minds. And 
as Charity propoſes nothing . but 
Peace, Unton, and Concord , For 
its aim is ftraitly to tye the knots 
of a holy amity : There can nothing 
be ſo diametrically oppoſite to it, as 
Divifion , which cutting all theſe 
knots ,' and breaking theſe ſacred 
Bonds, docs divide all that whtch 
ſhould be moſt united, | 
To 


of Holinefs ; It is manifeſt, that no- 
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. To confirm this truth ; 'Let us 
make a. parallel of the effects of this 
Charity, which St. Pa» thus reckons 
up,..I Cor. 13. With thoſe which di- 
viſion produces. Charity is of a pa- 
tient ſpirit, diviſion is turbulent and 
unquiet,: Charity is kind and boun-' 
tiful, Diviſion only ſpreads hatred 
and malice's Charity.isnot envious, 
but envy raigns particularly in divi- 
ſion , where each party reſpeQs the 


| obligation of their proper Intereſts 
E Charity is not inſolent, nor puffe 

| up with Glory, whereas Divilton is 
@ fierce, proud, and inſupportable g 
8 Ic inſpires thoſe who: poſleſs it with 
# a defire to abafe and oppreſs others, 
| if it be poſſible, that they may raiſe 
E up themſelves, and Rule withour 
E Competitor ; Charity ſeeks not its 


own ehids,is not diſpiteful,and thinks 
no evil. Theſe il] qualities are the. 
true Characters of Diviſion, in which 


| it hath no other end, tha the ad- 
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CHAD. 1V. 
The Third Effebt of this Diviſion. 


That it makes Men Irreligious, and 
cauſes CAtheiſme. 


N all Diviſions, which tear in 

pieces Kingdomes and Monar- 
chies,cach ſide ar the firſt does boaſt 
by their Manifeſtoes and Declarati- 
ons, that they took not up Armes, 
but for the Publick Good, and for 
maintaining the Crown and Autho- 
rity of the Prince ; And although 
thoſe Parties be ſo contrary, and a+ 
verſe, that their Swords are drawn, 
and in a readineſs to decide rheir 
quarrel, yet both of them have the 
confidence to alledge in their Vindi- 


cation, the Juſtice of their caulc, 
D 2 and 


and Arheiſme d0 {] 
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and intereſt of their Soveraign 3 ray 
whilk in the end, all rend to the ut” Cf 
rer ſubverſion of. the Ste, and total , q 
change of the Government- nd it an 
will many F1mEs happens theſe on , 
conteſts » tak the moſt mutinous a 
and moi (ed;cious, 90 make them- Do 
ſ-\ves Maſters of Soveraign Autho- || & hs 
ity. 01S it ordinarily *en,that in | = 
the diviſion of Opinions in Religions | Bo 
every one proteſts,rnat oo other Ar- | at 
mett or Intereſt perſwades him | by 

> follow the Religion 192% ew bs 
braces, but te real love of truth, Þ at 
ind deſire of Nis Salvation 3 All l i 
thoſe wno would be the promoters 28 
and ſpreaders of ſome new Opinion, a 

ow An excraordinary Devon L pj 

and Zeal. at the beginning 3 But by KL le 
little and lietle all that degenerate | 

and all the oVerture» which Diviſt0) | | 
makes,w[crv© but as fo many doors, ff 1} 

by which at laſt, lmpiety 1cceligio"fÞ n 
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theſe differences that we commonly 
ke ſome new Religion thruſt in it 
ſelf among us, which differs but ve- 
ry little from the diſclaiming of all 
Religion: Juſt ſo was it by means of 
the divers Sets, which heretofore 
ſprang up in the Church, thar the 
Dodtrin of Mahomet has taken ſuch 
footing in the World ; Every one 
knows how wide the Diviſion of the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches was 
at that time. And I do not believe 
but that the great diverſity of Judg- 
ments, and Religions, which we ſee 
at preſent in Chriſtianity, hath becn 
the cauſe of this coldneſs and want 
of Devotion amongſt us, in what we 
call Chriftian Socicty. Infomuch thar 
! Piety and Religion ſeem only to be 
{ letr in full Authority amongſt Wor 
men, and the Vulgar. | | 
This Ewil ariſes from hence, that 
the greateſt part of Men either can- 
not,or Will not give themſelves the 
Tn D 3 trouble 
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trouble of ſearching into theſe dif- 
ferent Opinions,to determine which 
they might cloſe with ; fo they 
chooſe rather to believe nothing ab- 
ſolutely , than to be always in ſu- 
ſpence about what they ought to be- 
lieve. As the great diverſity of Me- 
dicines, which are preſcribed to a 
Patient, do very often make him re- 
fuſe all, thinking it better to reſign 
up all to venture at once,rather than 


ſtand ſo Jong about making his | 
choice of the Remedies which are | 
propoſed to him. Some go towards | 
it,but with ſuch a kind of negligence | 
and natural ſloath, that makes them | 
apprekend a great deal of trouble. Þ 
in it: And theſe eſteem ir better to Þ 
ſuſpend all manner of aQion, than Þ| 


undertake any thing, that requires ſo 
much care and intenſneſs of thought 
concerning ir. Theſe are like lazy 
Souldiers, who ſuffer themſelves to 
be kill'd, rather than they'l couragt- 

| ouſly 
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oufly take up their Armes, and ſtarid 
- to their own defence: Or thoſe who, 
h out of adeſperate Fury thruſt a Dag- 
d, er into their own Breaſts, for fear, 
4 eaſt their Enemy is preſſing upon 
of them to do it. 
” There are others who dare not 
.< venture upon this tryal, through the 
- diſtruſt which they have of them- 


| felves, and of their own power; 
n || They do not feel themſelves ftrong 
”" | enough to ſuſtain ſuch a weight,nor 
15 Þ abletobreak through all thole difh- 


Ire culties which they meet with. This 
ds obliges ſome, blindly to follow the 
ICE firſt that is preſented them, and ſuffer 
em themſelves to be led by thoſe, who 
ble pretend to have $kill herein ; Suppo- 
= ſing they are in a good condition, if 


| they put themſelves under the con- 
lo duct of their Leaders : And others 
- Rand Newrters, not daring to adhear 
to any Party,out of a Diſtruſt which 
they have, of all ſuch as offer them- 
D 4 {elves 
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ſelves to thems And this it is, that 
cauſes Irreligion and Atheiſme. Yet 
are there ſome, whoſe Faulr is not 
neglc& of examining theſe different 
Queſtions, but the true Reaſon of it 
is, becauſe they are not indeed ca- 
pable of ir. Such are all Peſants and 
Mechanicks, and others, who know 
nothing more, than what belongs to 
their cmployments, and who, being 
taken out of that,are as if they were 
in an unknown Country, where they 
are ignorant both of the waycs and 
Language : It puts them to a ſtand, 
as though they had neither ſenſe nor 
Motion ; They make all their De- 
votion, and all the Service which 
they ſhould pay to God, to conſiſt 
in the well obſerving theſe outward 
ations of Religion, in which they 
have been trained up, Witneſs the 
poor Chriſtians of Muſcovia, all 
whoſe Religion is no more than juſt 
a ſhowing to thoſe who deſire to be 


infor* | 
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informed of their belief; the Image 
of ſome Saint , which they carry a« 
bour with them: And others alſo, 
who think that if- they know bur 
how to make the ſign of the Croſs 
aright, may paſs for very good Chir 


ſtians. Therefore, if, inſtead of pus 


zelling our ſelves abqut ſo many que- 
ſtions, and controverſies, we would 
ſtudy to bring back the Chriſtian 
Dotringto its true Principles,which 
are but few in number,” and eaſy for 
all ſorts of Perſons to comprehend, 
it would be the ready way ro make 
true Chriſtians, who. would know 
what is really eſſential in their Do- 
arine, and ſo would quickly be 
brought to a true piety, and to the 
fear of God, which is the only d.s 
ſin of Chriſtian Religion, 

Here it may alſo be added, that 
this great diverſity of Opinions, 
begets a ftrange prejudice in cer- 
tain Spirits ; For there are many 

| who 


AY | 
who would ma 
4 nd perceivab ts 


| fore they conclude” 
- 15 thoſe ſavVivE truths 
God, were broug £ 


reſemble it- 

ſee that Every 2? ff 

Opinions upholds ir ſelf by ſuch 

robable Reaſons , © 
conſideration 0 


e perſwade 


mament in ſuſpence of ſeparating 
truth from falſhood and errour,they 
forſake both one and the other, to 
ſecure themſelves from the danger 
of being forced to a new change, 
thoſe Perſons would certainly refuſe 
to take a Sum of Money, if offered 
chem, out of a- diſtruſt , that they 
ſhould not know the Coines, and 
that they ſhould nor diſcern' falſe 
Money from good 5 whence we may 
judge, how great the prejudice is, 
which this Diviſion brings to Mens 
Salvation, An unhappy deſign, that 
under the pretence of an exact ſearch 
for the truth, deſtroys the principal 
effe& of Chriſtian Religion, which 
is the Salvation and comfort of 
Souls ! 
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_ — — 


{ 


CHAP. V. 


\. The Fourth Effet of Diviſgon. 


That it keeps back all thoſe who are 
without, and breeds in them 4 diſ- 
" like of Chriftian Religion. | 


Fs preaching of the Goſpel, be- 
4 ing as it were a publick Pro» 
clamation,to'invite Men to liſt them: 
ſelves under the Enſigns'of Feſws 
Chriſt : It is undeniable, that whar- 
ſoever obſtrucs this Holy Summons 
is contrary to the intent and purpoſe 
of the Goſpel,and troubles the efta- 
bliſhmenc of the Eternal Raign of 
the Son of God ; And this ſame is 
one of the principal effe&ts of the 
Diviſion of Chriſtians. Thoſe who 
are without the bounds of Chriſti- 
| | anity, 
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anity, as Turks, Fews, and Pagavy, 
may juſtly reproach us, with the 
want 'of 4 true underſtanding - a- 
mongſt ourſelves. Reſolve how'ts 


ſertle (will they fay). your different 


Opinions, before you go about to 


perſwade us to follow-you. Firft 


unite your ſelves together, and then 
we Will conſider whether or no we 
ſhall unite with you. And fince. u- 
nity and 'verity are inſeparablegHow, 
in this great difference of your Opi- 
nions, ſhall we be aſſured'that you 
will propound the truth to us? 
And certainly there can be no great- 
er ſcandal to our Religion, in the 
ſight of thoſe without, than this de» 
plorable Divifian. The Sieur dels 
Boulaye [ Chap. 18.) In his Voyages 
to the Levant, ſaith, That the Turks 
perceiving this vitious exceſs: of 
ftrife , and multitude of Divifions 
amongſt Chriſtians, have confirmed 
themſelves, by this means in their 
own 


_ of Chaifffanity, 
ſons, that muſt draw us to one com» 
munion; without all-queſtion, that 
which: reſults from this Doctrine, 
will make a greater impreſſion upon 
Mens ſpirits, than. that which only 
regards the manners of ſome few 
Men. SS FiC4i ns 

'Tis generally obſerved that things 
are not maintained, but by the. aide 
of that which firſt contributed to 
their preduRion. The ſame influs 
ences of the Heavens, which made 
thoſe Seeds ſprout up,that the Earth 
has been intruſted with, ſerve like» 
wiſe to raiſe the Plants to their pers 
fections. Therefore ſome ambitious 
and unſteady brains have taken occa- 
fion'by the Diviſon of Chriſtians, 
to give birth: to a Se, which hath 

utterly departtd from the Funda- 

menial Principles of Chriſtianity g 
For it was by the means of this Diſr 

union,that a new Religion hath.becy 
formed, and a falſe Prophet games 
rute 
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tured in. the xdom+ of the : Eternal 
Son 'of God; who zglone inſpired. all 
the true Prophets. -It is.not. t0.Þ 

wondred, ſuch Diviſions cohtinuing 
in the Church, if theſe. poor mil-led 
Souls remain confirmed intheirOpi- 
nions. And ſince that which firſt 
alieyated them. from us, ill re- 
mains:the averſion which they have 
to our miſteries, remains likewiſe. 
So-long, as the Roman Armies were 
well united, that their Commanders 
held a perfe@underſtanding amongſt 
themſelves, and their Souldiers were 
kept in a'true obedience and ſubmile 
ſion to their Ocders : Other: Natt- 


ons endeavoured to procure ther . 


amity with great eagerneſs z- They 
efteemed it a great Glory to enter 
into alliance with uifts People, and 
many have made no difficulty to re- 
ceive their Yoke, to whoſe Domini- 


on, they thought all others _ F- 


to ſabmit : Bur ſo ſoon as miſun- 
Te 
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derſtandings happend between theit 
Generals and Soyldiets, and revolts 
in the Subjecs.Other States deſpiſed 
their Alliance, and took up Armes 
again them;plainly ſeeing that they 
were not invincible, fitice rhey were 
ſubje& co Divifiov. Juſt o, our 
diſunjon: makes us an obje& of the 
contempt and: averſion of all other 
people. Aﬀter this, can we think it 
ſtrange that ſo many Exhortations, 
Sermons,and Werititgs, which have 


; pals'd continually amongſt Chriſti- 


ans, ſhould make fo few Proſclites ? 


| In the, Apoſtles time, one Sermon a+ 


lone converted many Thouſands: of 


Infidels to the Faith. Art the end of 


St, Peter's Sermon Three Thouſand 
Souls, by Baptiſm ranged themſelvs 
under the Standard of the Croſs. 
[AR.2] Ic was allo at this time that 
all Chriſtians dwelr together with 
one. common accord, and had all 


| but 'one heart, and one Sou}, At 


this 


of Chaiſtianity, 49. | 
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thoughr,than itg maintaig thewſelvs 

borhchoſe whom they have forlzkens 

and ſuch as haye forſaken them... 
And jt is no only from: ghe; {{! 

example. of this diviſion, that Ragy- 

gers tothe Fajth are driven-frgm 

| 


{ ito They: ve leg _thereuno Þy 
| very jncrjgues gpd ſtratagems'gb þ 


hriſtians, who are ſo ſeparated 


| and divided among themſelves. Their 
| Diviſion creates ſuch animoſity one 
| againſt the other, that they do thetr 


| utmoſt endeavour, to hinder thoſe 


| whe have an carncit-defire 49 em- 


brace Chriſtianity, from entring into 


| any other Chriſtian communion but 

their own. There are others who 
| go further, for they hold it as a true 
| Maxime, That it is betrer for a Few 
| or Malwmetan, to perſiſt in his old 


Errour, than to thruſt himſelf into 
ſome of the Chriſtian Societies, 
which they diſapprove. So that as 
it is impoſſible for Iron equally 
E 32 drawn 
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CHAP, VI, 


The Fifth Effet of this Diviſis. 
Trouble in Church and State, 


He Evil of this Diviſion is not 
limited only to particular per- 
ſons; but all Societies,as well Eccle- 
fiaſtical, as Civil, have too great a 
feeling of it : For we dayly ſee 


| trange Tempeſts happen in both, 


E which had no other caule for the 


1AP 


forming of them, than this ſad diſ- 
union. And has not the Church 
much reaſon to complain,that thoſe 
who are called her Children ſhould 
tear out her Bowels ? That ſhe can 
expect nothing bur death even from 
thoſe ro whom ſhe hath given lite ? 


; vince they to whom ſhe continually 


E 3 admis 
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adminiſters the ſacred Milk of her 
pure DoErine,and of her wholſome 
Inftructions, do give her ſo many 
grievous wouhds, as they form Sedts 
in her z In multiplying they diſ- 
member Her, and catch ſtriving to 
draw her to their ſide, at laſt no- 
thing is ſeen to remain,but her man- 
gled and broken pieces. And what 
15 morez, theſe deplorable Reliques 
of the Church, have likewiſe been [o 
miſerably handled,that ſhe is no lon- 
ger. to be knowny infomuch *thar 
they might rather be raken fot the 
parts of ſome miſhapen Monſter, 
than for the Members of the Divine 
Spouſe of Feſws Chriſt z waſhed in 
the Blood of her dear Lord; and 


clothed with the Sacred Robe of this | 


Righteouſneſs, 
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But that I may not be thought to fþ 
aggravate theſe things ,. and raiſc Þ 
them with an Hyperbole : Let us|þ 
bur conſider the preſent face of thei 


Church; 
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Churchg Is it not true that we ſhall 
have much ado to meet any one of 
theſe Societies, ( which call them- 
ſelves a Church, and attribute the 
truth ſolely ro themlſelves,) where 
theſe ill Characters are not to be 
ſeen? Firſt, a certain high conceir- 
ed Opinion of the Principles they 
have embraced, which creates in 
them a blind perſwaſion without ex- 
amifing-it, and whereof not any ſo- 
lid reaſon can be given. Birth, Edu- 
cation, Worldly Intereſts,and other 
engagements of this nature,tugether 
with a kind of negligence, and a fear 
of being accounted inconſtant, and 
unſetled, if they ſhould turn to ano- 
ther party z Theſe things, I ſay, have 


- ordinarily a greater influence forthe 


eſtabliſhmenr of them in their Reli- 
gion, than Reaſon and Conſcience 
have : All which is followed by 2 
certain obſtinacy, not to call it ſelf» 
conceitednels, in maintaining their 
E 4 be- 


—— 
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belief, at any rate whatſoever. There 
are thoſe who mary times'do ha- 
zard, on this occaſion, all that they. 
hold deareſt in the World, even to 
their very lives; which paſſes in e» 
very One of theſe Societies, for an 
exquiſit Zeal, and an exemplary de- 
votion. Nor is there any one of theſe 
Secs, which has not a Catalogue of 
its Confeſſors, and that cannot pro- 
duce its Roll of Martyrs. Burt how 
many are there of theſe Martyrs;who 
if they had been demanded ro: give 2 
reaſon of the Dodrine, for which 
they made fo much conftaney ap» 
pear, would have been gravelled;and 
have little ta anſwer to the leaſt ar- 
gument that might have been propo- 
ſed to them ? Many times falſe Opi- 
nions are maintained with as much 
hear, as the True. Alſo Illofions and 
Impuſtures do make as ſtrong Im- 
preifion upon our Spirits,as real Ob- 

j &s, Now this obftinacy draws at- 

| ter 
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ter it an extreme-averſion to aH. q- 
ther Religions, and even-to all other 
Chriſtian Societies: It-either accu-. 
ſes them of blindneſs, or-of ſtupidi- 
ty, or of malice, Tis. nothing elſe, 
ſay they, but fleſhly : intereſt, that 
ſeems a Foundation. of.. their: Nos 
&rine 3 They reproach/ them, that 
their Opinions are altogether deftrue 
Rive to true Piety z; that they hurry 
Men into Superſtition-and to Idolas 
try, or elſe to Libertiniſme or Athes 
iſme. And ſome there :are, who are 
pointed out by others, as if they 
were frightful Monſters. In a word, 
any protcſtation, or any declaration, 
which they make, that it is the Do- 
Arine they loath, and not the Per- 

ſons who take it up ; That it is the 

Error they deteſt, but that they have 
charity and compaſſion, for ſuch as: 
are miſled, is enough with them : 

\Vhich yet ſhall never make me be» 

lieve, But that the precedeat quali- 
tics 


armes 254 
their Adverſaries, W 
$ 


xics and 


—_—_ ap DONT 6s 
I, ol 


reftant, he requites' him where he 


has the Power and Authority in his 


own hands. And amongſt Prote- 
ſtants, thoſe who are of different O- 
pinions, are not treated more favou- 
rably. 
complained much, that the Pagans 
would force them to facrifice to 


their Gods, and quit their Religion. 
 [ Term. Apolog.2$.] They grounded 


not their complaint on any other 
Reaſon than this, that Religion , as 
they affirmed, ought to be an a& of 


a pure and free Mind. Bur now 4: 


days Chriſtians do the ſame thing 


towards Chriſtians. We have ſcen 


times, where tortures and the cruel- 
eſt puniſhments, have been uſed by 
Chriſtians, for afMlicting other Chri- 
ſjans, and for no other cauſe, bnr 
their not being.of the ſame judg- 
ments .and perſwaſtons, And now 
afcer this, who can take it 111 thar I 
have no more repreſented thc Church, 
as 


Herecofore the Chriſtians: 


-_ 
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as the Ship, which the Son af God 
conveyeth fate amidſt the *ſtormes, 
wherewith ſhe is continually batter- 
eds But to the lamentable wracks 
of--a Veſſel, daſht in pieces, not by 
the rage and fury of contrary Ele- 
ments,bur by the negligence of thoſe 
within her, and Cnderftandiog of 
her Conductors. 


- This Evil is atfo very communi- 
cative g *Tis like a Gangrene, which - 


never ſtays in one place,but corrupts 
all the neighbouring parts; States, 
and all Bodies Politique are very ſen- 
ſible of the: effects of this Diviſion. 
We might ſay of this evil, as of the 
Leproſie deſcribed by Moſes, that it 
not only infe&ts Men, bur the very 
Towns and Places where they dwell. 
I dare affirm, that of Thirty Wars, 
which. have happened in Europe, 
within theſe Hundred and fifty years, 
five and twenty have had the dit- 


ferences- of Religion for the occa- 
fions 
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fions of them, or arleaft, thar they 
have either been accompanied'or fol- 
lowed by ſome Intereſts of Religion. 
If any would' throw the Apple of 
Diſcord into a Natiof,ro trouble it, 
and raiſe civil Wars-at home, to the 
end, that' Foreiners might have an 
opportunity. of attacking it z They 


.need"but ule means to -cauſe 'fome 


differences to be' moved: about! the 
Government of the Church; Find 
ſome: fault with the Ornaments':of 
the Altars 5 Gloath in a. different 
manner thoſe who are to adminiſter 
Divine Services or introduce- ſome 
diverſity-in the Lirurgy,'and in+the 
Publique Prayers. This will be ſuf- 


' ficient-'to' diſturb 'the ' Peace'/of a 


Nation, and abſolutely turn:it'up- 
fide down, Examples of: this«are 
ſo-freſh;and ſo dreadful amongft us, 
that I need not produce them to 
confirm what I lay before you. If we 
would favour the'Rebellion of. any 
Coun- 
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Country, or back the. pretcnfiohs of 
ſome Ulſurpera: Tis bur publiſhing 
that the reaſon why we:take up arms 
in their favour, is to give Liberty to 
weak and tender -Conſciences,and to 
be inſtrumental, in giving pogr di- 
refed Chriſtians a freedom of pray- 
ing to God Almighty, and t@:per- 
form all the Exerciſes.of Devotion 
yeithour confiraint, There is nothing 
[impoſſible tobe effefted wade, this 
:{pecious pretence : There 18.60; may- 
ner of excels 2nd violence, which an 
theſe occaſions they do: 8s dreſs wp 
,mibe.Cloke of Piety and {ca}, 7o8- 
tam Religio potyit ſnaaere malormm. 


_ © Moreover, there: are no; ſewds to 
. be compared 10: thoſe which: ſpring 
from ditſenting in Religion z; And'till 
theſe ceaſe /,and at whion bt: made, 
we muſt never expet to ice that the 
States of Chniſtendam, ſhould agree 
covethier, to txG{E the common:;Ene- 
my 
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mies of-their Profefhon;& put aſftap 


to their: progreſsz; Yyho: prevail-by 


means of our Drviftons;and advance 
their Conqueſts by help of 'our aziſ- 
underſtandings. Ifone- only plage 
ſcituate in an Iſland;.which was. all 
Enemies to-it, were capable to with- 
Rand, for ſo long a Time, the whale 
Ottoman Power: VVhat would i3dp, 
if the Armies of all Chriſtians were 
joyned together to Reprels the info- 
lency of an enemy,detefting ſo mugh 
the Name of a Chriſtian? I am pex- 
fwaded that he is not victorious, bgt 


becauſe we do nor defend our ſelves. 
He gains no ground, but meerly for 


want of our Oppoſition g and gives 
us-no wounds, but by thoſe gathes 
which we give our ſelves. If we 
would ſtir -by Agreement, for the 
viory of our common Maſter, all 
thoſe advantages which we promiſc 
our ſelves, from the Vidories,-we 
24in ever our Fellow-brethren, are 
not. 


' 
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[not comparable to thoſe - which 
would : accrue” to .us by; our Con- 
- queſts: of ſtrangers. And. let not 
- thoſe Chriſtian Princes, whole Ter- 
-ritories lycfar diſtant from Conſtan- 
: Finople , flatter themſelves in their 
own thoughts, with the advantage 
of their ſcituation ; For thoſe Fron- 
'tiers, which:{erve at preſent for a 


. Bulwark to 
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tiftendom,being once hb, 


wa) 


maſtered by the Turks, they will ea- | w 


-the moſt remote Countrys. - If they 
* but once-have a liberty of entering | 
upon our-Borders and Gonfines,they Þ Na 


fily force a paſſage into the heart of | in 
s 
: 


will ſoon ſtrike 'up an Alarm with- | 1t 1 


* inthe very Bowels of Europe z _ 2 by 
-;t'is too well known, how ſame. of Þ 


- theſe parts havelately been,weakned, Þ thei! 
-F'with with all my heart, that.the Þ} Stare 


Drums and Trumpets of theſe Inhi- 
dels, rhay' be-a means to. gather Us Þf and - 
once mote together, ang be as a ſig- 
- nal ro put us 10 mind of unigng our þf 1 ſtr 


{elves 


3» 
%; 
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ſelves quickly, and labouring altoge> 
ther for our own-prefervation: 

In the laſt place,this conſideration 
might: be: added to the precedent 
ones, to make us ſee the Evil; that 
this Diviſion cauſes in States.  Ler 
us-ſuppoſe that in a Kingdomn,or any 
other Chriſtian State, - thoſe-who 
Govern it, ſhould perceive that they 
have been miſtaken 1n-the Opinion; 
which they have held; and that ſce- 
ing they have not the.cruth on their 
fide,. they are in-danger of. lofng; 
their'Souls. 1 dare affirm, that the 

Nature of this Diviſion is ſuch, thar: 

it would be almoſt iripoſhble. to" 

_— thcir own Salvation, and the 

{ Salvation: of thoſe. who. are under: 

4 their: Authority... . The Intereſts of 

| State are ſomixed, and woven: with 

| thoſe of Religion. 3 :The intrigues: 

| and alliances, which, are. made with 

thoſe. of. the ſame 'communiony are. 

| fo ſtropg, that. it.gaing about.to.ſe- 
| F parate 
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parate them, it would endanger 
loſs of ali. As for Exampk, who 
does not conceive, that if a;King, 
who is « Roman Catholick ſhould 
come to believe that the Foundati- 
ons of hisReligion are not ſound, thar 
Las the Proteſtants alledg) they con- 
rain certain Principles that are pre- 
judicial to the Salvation of Souls 
this Prince would not meet with 
impregnable difficulties to fer his 
Conſcience at reſt ? Is it not certain 
that fo ſoon as he ſhould diſcover 


riſe up in Rebellion againſt Him ? 


ftant Princes. The Politicians, who 
oppole themſelves to any change or 


his Thoughts., his Subje&s would 


The whole Body of his State would | 
oppole his Deſigns, and his Allies F 
would forſake him,to fide with that þ6 
Party, that ſhould be againſt Him ? | 
The ſame might be faid of Protcs 


pnnovation in Religion, of what na- Þ 


ture ſo ever it be, who-look upon it 
| as þ 
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as a Flame that muſt be quenched in 
the inſtant, would render all the en- 
deavours of a Prince unprofitable, 
| that ſhould have any ſuch thoughts, 
| Therefore by this it is evident, that 
4 it is the Ground and Intereſt of all 


- | Chriſtian States, to endeavour the 
- | healing of theſe Diviſions z as well 
$ | fortheir own ſubſiſtence and preſer- 
im | vation, as for the ſafety and quict of 


1s | the Conſciences of thoſe who Go= 
un K verg them, 
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_ CHAP, I, 


; That the Frame uy Temper of .M' e's. 
| : Minds doth much contripue ts 
this Evil. | 


s "Hatſoever things = 
\ through the Hands of 
Men, they alwayes ſa- 


I- vour of that quality which is predo- 
F 3 minant 
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miihabr in them; AG. Watcrs take 
their TinRure,: froth the Chinnels: 
through which::they;-run ; it rhe 
Chaynels br tmpurey-the - V acers 
quickly toft that Parity, Which 
from the Fountiint Head they de- 


rib, "-S6 Ctnilttn Nockrdp, ſhe: 


ſarfie Which 'was. given us by the. 
Son of God, 4nd propoſed*to us by 
his Apoſtles, is moſt pure and moſt 
Holy : But it has been much.abu- 
ſed by the il} quilitits of ſuch as 
have handled ir, fince thoſe bleſſed 
Times; k-hath-pafled through foul 
hands, which have male it loſe much 
of irs Original Beamy, * The Uni- 
verſal paiſion,znd charwhich chich 
ly raigns amongſt Mey, is Vanity-and 
Pridez and thac likewiſe is it, which 
has given the fi: | ſoil ro Chyiſtian 
DoQrine. There have then thing, 
who have thought ic roo plain wad 
too courſe, for Wits higher than 
the common Level, Every one of 
thoſe 
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thoſe who have fancied themſelves 
to have any degree of Light above 
others, have had a mind to cloath 
it after their own-minds Many have 
believed that they had a right to. in» 
terpoſe their Judgments in the moſh 
profound: Myſteries; Yea, ſome have 
been fo raſh and bold, as to add. of 
their own Heads, whart they efteem- 
cd neceſſary to its perſetions and 
this it is that has given a beginning 
to: the great diverſity of Opinions, 
which are at this Day-in Religion, 


Hence has it come to paſs, that 
fome learned Doors having made 
the firſt advance of their particular 
Opinions in Religion, others coming 
afterwards(rhinking no leſs of theme 
felves than the former) have taken a 
liberty of examining their Tenents, 
and have further thought they were 
obliged to overthrow them, and e- 
fabliſh others,by which means they 

F 4 hepcd 
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hoped to make themſelves famous, 
in being the Authors of a new-Opi- 
nion, and Founders of a SQ. The 
firſt. carried by the -lame Mative, 
which at the beginning had induced 
them to propoſe newlNoctrines,were 
not willing to recant them ;/ For.1t is 
vot..ſo much the,perſwakion of the 
Truch, of what they have:'broached, 


that obliges Men to perſiſt, in it, as: 


the fear and ſhame of diſowning thar 
which they have once atlerted, and 
that. new; comers ſhould-be. able ta 
diſcover their faults,and teach them 
any thing. 90 that every one ſtand- 
ing up tor their own Notions, and 
being unwilling:to let themſelves be 
run-down , and vanquiſhed, : This, 
impertinent 'ſelf-conceitedneſs, has 
laid the Foundation of. theſe great 
Diviſions. --- Wn EH 

This Evil might in. ſome meaſure 
have been ſaffer'd, if ſuch had been 
contented to declare their Opinions, 
as 
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as the meer productions of hymane 
Wir, and if particularPerfons keep-' 
ing'them within thgix own _breafts, 
had left others the betty of examir 
ning them, cither to receive,or rejeft 
them, according to the judgemeht 
that theyfhould make of them.Buras 
when ſome thinking theywant credit” 
to eſtabliſh what they are deſirous: 
ro. put in practiſe, have commonly 
recourſe to a ſuperiour Authority, 
whereby, they procure. that to. pals 
in their favour ,. which otherwiſe 
would nor have been conſidered of :, 
Sq every party contending in matters 
of:Religion,and not believing theme, 
ſelyes ſufficiently trengrthned by their. 
own Reaſons, and Authority, does 
peſently declare ir to be the Intereſt 
gf God, and his cauſe thar they de-' 
fend, and every one of theſe particu- 
larly proteſts rhat whoſoever rejcs 
what he delivers,reje&tstt.e Heaven- 
ly Docrine,throws down the Pillars 

"> 
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of Chriſtian Religion, walks out of 
the true Chutth, and expoſes him. 
{&If to-Erernal Damnation. 'Sothat 
degwing thus ftraightly the Bonds 
ich ſhould engage Men's Conſci- 
ences, their Parties they have oc- 
caffoned particular animoſitics, wi- 
dened the Diviſion, and'rendred the 
Evil more incurable. For whither 
will not the Wit of Man carry him, 
when he ſhall be poſſeſſed with an 
Opinion, that whatſoever he does, 
rends to the Glory of God, and the 
Salvation of his qwn Soul ? 

- "There are two different: forrs of 
Spirits, to whom the Dodtin of the 
Goſpel is propos'd,the firſt arc bold 
and actives the ſecond timorqus and' 
always very diftruſtful of rhemſelvs: 
The former eaſily undertaking to c- 
ſtabliſh new. Opinions, and to give 
begining to Diviſiong the Jatter con- 
tributes not a little to the fomenting 
&encreaſing of it,throughtheirtimo- 

rouſnels 
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rouſneſs and facility, tiot daring: rq' 
depart from whar rheir Predocefſory: 
have preſcribed! them. ' And as in 


- Seditions the froward' and buſy . 
$ 


rits are they which raiſe the rumults, 
and ſtir up othersz and the Rabble' 
being prepared by fome artificta}' 
and plaufible Declaration,finiſh the. 
diforder, by the liberty which they 
give themſctvs, and is allowed them 
by the grand Mutineers : So it is jn 

cligionsfar the ordinary People be- 
ing naturally ignorant , cannot hit 
upon the righe way, but by chances" 
It muſt be their great good fortune, 
or to ſay better, a Divine conduQ”* 
which muſt guide them to it,and nor : 
any choice or ſearch of their own.” 
And yer it is the moft inferiour fore” 
of People, that are the fierceſt and” 
moſt eager i1 maintaining the Reli- * 
gion which they blindly follow, and” 
waereof they for the moſt part have 
bur little knowledg and underſtand» 
Ing, 
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ing. Tertylijay complains, in his A- 
pology, that.the Paton condemned. 


the Dodrjn of the Chriſtians, which 
they were ignorant of: and how ma- 


ny Chriſtians are there now. days, . 
who condemn the Opinions of other. 


Chriſtians, withqut knowing them? 


*Tis therefore from this popular and 
blind paſſion,. that the Grand Lead-, 
ers and Pojitick Heads of Factions 
ſerve themſelves to ftrengehen their | 
Sides,advance their deſigns,and take : 
away all means of Reconciliation bee 


tween purty and party, 


| Now theſe Heads of Se&s,and all 
thoſe, who following their princi- , 
ples, pretend to have a ſhare1n their. 
Glory, do play another Game, to. 
attain more <caſily to their, Endsy, 
which is this: they ſtrive many.times.. 
to engage .the Policicians, in_ their 
Cauſe, making them believe that . 


theic Dofrine 1s the moſt proper ta 


hold the common people iy ſubje* 
10n, 


f- 
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ion, and in obedietice to. their Sir- 


of Inſurreions, Seditions, and Re- 


bellions. In effe&, I believe there is 


ſcarce any Se of Chriftians, which 
does not boaſt to have this advan» 
tage above others they tax all thoſe 
who oppoſe their Tenets-with build- 
ing upon ſuch Foundations, as 'are 
only fir to bring diſturbance upon 
States, and to alienate the' affeions 
of Subjects from their Princes g ar 
leaſt they affirm that others have 


Principles which do not preſs home - 
enough this Article, of rhe obedi- - 


ence which is due to Magiſtrates; 
'Tis well known what the Roman 
Catholicks ſay of the Dodrine'of 
the Proteſtants on this Subje&t; Tis 
alſo well enough known on the other 


' fide, how the Proteſtants reproach 


them, by Reaſon of the power which 
they ſeem to give to a Forein Nation 
To Conquer ſuch as deny Obedience 


ro. 
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tothe Pope's Authority, VWhence it 
Gomes to pals, that-according to the 
Face which: the Poliricjans ſet on 
theſe things;they favour.thoſe, whom 
they ſuppole do contribute moſt by 
their Doctrine 3 to the peace and 
quier of States, which is their Sove- 
Taign good: Likewiſe when 4 Reli- 
10n 1s once cſtablifhcd. in avy State, 

1t is the prudence and care of thoſe 
who govern, that makes them hins 
der a change, by reaſon of the great 
diſorders which may ariſe from it, 
Therefore-thoſe Doctors who have 
no other aim,than that of maintain» 
ing the Opinions which they have 
elfabliſhed or embraced,dp moſt of 
All their endeavour-ro bring, into dif- 
race, with the Magiſtrates of their 
Country, all of different. Tenersfrom 
theirs. They make them. believe 
that all thoſe who are not of the 
ſame mind with them,,go abexit.to 
underming the Foundations of Reli- 


glong 
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gion;that they might fubſtitute-ano- 
ther in its .roome; Thus by their 
fubtilty they Arm the Secutar Po» 
wer, againſt thoſe who would pro- 
more Dodrines perchance were 
innocent; | or better Founded than 


theirs. 


CHAP. 


es OY 


he 


aevcy yet been made 4 


true diftin#107 in 
|; « really Efcentisl and 


diverſly diſpol.d; yer 


anity, May be 
in this-ONC Point z Mat 


they all agrcc 
there are CET 


ion which 
damental,an 


importance. 
that ther Are ſom 


rain Doarives in Relt- 
are Eſſential, an une 


d others \ikewile of lels 
vl acknowledge 
e, from which rthcy 


thont doing 2 Ma" 


Aro. departs WI 
1L d to 
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ſciences. Burt there could never yer 
any Boundaries be agreed upon, 
which ſhould. be eſtabliſhed for the 
right ſctling all People. in cheir proe 
per and natural Limits : Every one 
would make his own Opinion pals 
for Fundamental, and abſolutely ne- 
ceilary to Salvation. VVhereas had 
we but well diſtinguiſhed betwixt 
thcle two forts of Dodrines, had 
we buy laid good Foundations to 
keep theſe Teners hereafter from be- 
ing confuſed, this Evil of which we 
complain,might eaſily be remedied, 
and all Parties might be Re-united, 
as I undertake to make appear to 
You, - in the Third Part of this 
Tceitiles | 
In the mean time, who does not 
evidently ſce,that for want of know- 
ing rightly how to diſtinguiſh bes» 
tween theſe tyo ſorts of Dodrines; 
the greated part of the Diviſions 
whici arc amongſt Chriſtians, 1s ob- 


ſerved 
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amined or un 
Gded fom©, wil 


m 
which have 9 
than certain dit- 


ferent terms an exPpr 
© ſubſtancesaV make 


all agreeint 
all rheir quarrels bur about words © 
that would they Exa- 


Jation of their Con- 


and expreſt (0 much heat avout ? 
thing which merited 1K not Every 
one knows BOW Many giſpures the 

abject 
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ſubje&t of Grace hath cauſed a- 
monegſt the Rowan Cathalicks. Tis 
well known with what ardour the 
Defenders of an IrreſpeRive Science, 
which they attribure to God, have 
maintained their Dotrine /againſt 
thoſe who eſtabliſh an Abſolute De 
cree. "This is that which-has formed 
two Parties amongſt their DoRors , 
This Difference has continued, and 
15 renewed in our time betwixet the 
Fanſeniſts and the Feſnits, although 
under other terms. There is no per- 
ſon ignorant, unto what a degree of 
Diviſion they have come abour this 
bulineſs, and the ftrange conſequene- 
ccs which are apprehended from i. 
In the mean time,how a new Doctor 
who hath cauſed the Memoires of 
Grace to be printed, maintains that 
all the difference, is but only in 
words. He undertakes to put an 


end to it, by ſhowing that they all 


agree in the Foundations, and are all 


G 2 in 


. mens and ihe Council 0 
r be ſo, WI9 will not ſu- 


| | which 
nd, tan rhe general 


grou 
” ed by Paul, namely 
:th Or der and Decen- 
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/ may advance the Glory of : God, 
; andedific his Church. For indeed 
' we myy dreſs in a different manner, 


the proper means for obraining fs 
goed an end, The uſe and applica- 
tion of this general Rule, might be 
lefr to the Liberty of each particu- 
lar Church, to do. what they ſhould 
judg moſt expedient , according to 
the Circumſtances of the Place, 
times, diſpoſitions of Mens Spirits, 
and ſuch like. '- They ſhould only. 
rake heed of introducing in theſe 
things ſome-practice, which might 
be directly oppoſite to any of the 
eſſential and fundamental Dodtrines. 
Some require that the Tedchcrs'of 
the Church ſhould be cqua}, and 
others would have a Superior iry and 
Interiority amongſt them, Some arc 
for an outward Pomp'iin the Church, 
and others would have a great plain- 
nels. Some believe that the Orna- 
ments of the Places. of Devotion, 
G 3 breed 
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breed a reſpe& to the exerciſc, and 
others think that the meanneſs of the 
place, takes off the thoughts of rhe 
faithiul from matertal carnal things, 
to lift them upward to thoſe which 
are Coeleftial and Divine» Some 
lowe Muſick, and the ſound of melo- 
dious Inſtruments in Divine Service: 
and others ſay, that it diſturbs the 
mind,and carries away the devotion, 
which ſhould be fixr in thok Holy 
places. Some are: of Opinion: thar 
the Riches of the Miniſtry , their 
Train, and outward Pomp, gains 
them. the veneration of the People, 
who: are apt otherwiſe to deſpile 
them : Others judg that the pover- 
ty and fimplicity ”, the Miniſters of 
the Church,does better accord with 
the Genius of the Goſpel, and pro- 
duce more faying effets in the 
minds of Men, than all Worldly 
ſplendour. It-is in theſe kinds of 
Queſtions and Differences , thar - 
: ſha 
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ſhall let you ſee we ſhould bear one 
with-another g for I hold, that there 
may happen occaſions, where one of 
theſe practices may. be: moſt expedi- 
ent, and moſt edifying, and others, 
or that which is oppolite to it, may 
likewiſe prove of very great denefit 
always provided, that.order and de- 
cency be preſerved z:Thus muſt there 
be a mutual Tqleration .amongft 
Chriſtians, and a charitable'and bro- 
therly ſupport one towards another. 
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CHAP. 1I, 


oh That Men have departed from the 
; true Fundamentals of Chriſtian Re- 
lizion,to take-up vihers which have 
nothing of Sdlidity in them , and 
which put thiſe Diviſions among#t- 


*"T'Is a general Opinion amongſt : 

all Chriſtians, that it is from 
God alanc that we muſt reccive the 
Articlcs of our Faith, and the Rule 
of our Actions, They agree alſo in 
this, that it is in his Word,. con- 
rain'd in the Old and New Tefta- 
ment , .that thoſe two things are 
compriz'd,and that it is from thence, 
as from two Fountains, that they muſk 
be drawn down to us. The Caun- 
ct]s themſelves, namely thoſe which 
arc 


— 
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are called General, and to which 
ſomeChriſtians:do attribute as much 
authority and infa]libilicy, as to the 
Holy Scriptures,confirm this truth. 
For they have never undertaken to. 
decide any point of-Religion, but by 
the Holy Scripturesz They have con- 
cluded that they ought to aſcend up 
thither for cſtabliſhing of any Do- 
Arine, which mult have power and 
authority amongſt Chriſtians. And 
yet have we departed inſenſibly from 
this principie. Ve have quitted 
this ſaving Tenet, by attributing to 
Man, that which is not due, bur to 
God alone. Ve have made ſuch 
Dodrines as are meerly humane, ro. 
paſs crowded amongſt thoſe which 
arc handed down to us from God. 
Juſt:as they pur off falle Money by 
making it gliſter as much as may be, 
and then mixing it amoneft ſuch as 


. 1s currant Coin, that it may not be 


ſuſpeted, This is it that has given 
{cope 
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ſcope to contentions, and afterwards 
been the grand cauſe of Divifon. 
Some have been of Opinion thax 
whatſoever (pecious pretences, and 
wharſoever plauſible names have 
been' given to -the decifions of rhe 
moſt | mn Afﬀemblies, are all this 
while but Humane Sentiments which 
ought to be examined before they 
are received. They lay that they are 
bur particular Men, who have pro- 
poſed r::cir Opinions in theſe Ademe 
blies; Thar many t1mes'm theſe oc- 
caſiens, tis the credit, readineſs of 
wir, eloquence, or ſome force of ar- 
gument more fpccious than ſolid, 
which makes theſe Opinions paſs 
for Articles of Faith. - That thoſe 
particular Perſons who - compoſe 
theſe Aﬀemblies may be: miſtaken , 
norwithſtandivg 2i! their Lights and 
Knowledge 3 That by confequence, 
a Company of them, how numerous 
forver they be;are ſubjcR ro defects, 


and 
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whereof they are compoſed, Laſtly, 
That the very diverlity which: .is 
ſometimes ſound - in. the decifions 
made by themojuſtifies enough their 
Opinion, and makes us ice that all. 
theſe deciſians are [ſubjet to tryal. 
Others who are of a different ſence, 
maintain that withouttt-the deciſions. 
of the Councils,we ſhould have hut 
an imperfect Rule of our Belief.: 
That the. Holy Scripture does not 
comprehend all that which is taught 
us in the Church. Thar there are 
alſo many things in the Holy Scrip» 
tures, that have need: of <xplatning , 
and interpretation, That on theſg 
occaſions, there is none to whom we 
can have better recourſe, than tothe 
Church, to. whom God has promi- 
ſed the ordinary conduct of his Spt- 
rit= That the Church cannot make 
her Voice be better underſtood, and 
declare to us her ſence, in a faſhion 
more 
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more authentique, than when ſhe is 
repreſented, and:as it-were united in 
theſe Solemn Aﬀemblies. They are 
perſwvaded, that when ſuch an Aſ-. 
ſembly is lawfully gathered, it docs 
of Right enjoy an Infallibility,cqual 
to that of the Holy Scripture,thar it 
is God himſelf,who ſpeaks as much 
in one, as the other, 

In the mean time both one and 
the other, agree in this point, that 
the Scripture 1s infallible; :that it is 
the foundation of the truth, and the 
ſoveraign Rule of all Holincſs. The 
latter alſ» pretend, that although 
they plead in favour of the authori- 
ty and infallibility of the Church, 
they find argument enough in the 
Scriptures, for maintaining their do» 
Grine, and confounding of Errour. 
Bur ler us, for the preſent,lay by this 
controverly of the Authority of the 
Church, and return back to that 
principle, which all agree upon. Ir 
may 
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may, be we may draw.:Rules and Dj» 
reftions enough from'thence, fo that 
we ſhall not be obliged to enter.up- 
on this other Diſpute z 'which ſhall 
be more particularly examined in 
the third Part of this Ticatiſe. Ler 
us therefore only hear what Tertulli- 
an ſays upon this Subje&. Apolog. 
Chap. 47. Where giving a Reaſon of 
the Diviſions which he ſaw in his 
time about Chriſtian Religion z He 
ſzys that , Thoſe who have ſeparated 
themſelves from the Communion of the 
Church, have in the doing it, violated 
their faith to Feſus Chrift z For he it 
s that hath taught us the rule of truth, 
which he cauſed to be delivercd to us 
by thoſe hily Men, who had the happi- 
neſs to hear his Word, and receive hs 
divine Inſtruftions; That all which i 
not conformable to that Rule, has been 
invented Ly new Doftors,who came not 
till after thoſe Bleſſed Diſciples of the 
Son of God. In this manner hath this 
worthy 
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09 Whatfever 
Caprichio's of 'Men can invent 
5 | Un matters of Religion. Every one 
[ ; clieves himſelf to have as much 
L righe licrein, as his mpanion 
ll "cry One endeavours to make his 
Particular Opinions Pals for lentil 
th truchs , Every one condemns as He. | 
us rctlques, and as cOpte out of the 
Ke'S way of Salvation, al thoſe who d 
of, 20t lubmic themſelves abſolutely to 
Jon their Rule: [1 brief every one main- 
rxC- £2105, that there 1s n0 true Church 
"to ut that which receives the Opini- 
1g” 


ONS, Which he has P:Omoted, to 
rhe om alone belongs the Right of 
_ YOverning all that Which concerns 
IEG, 


Rej:. 
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CHAP. IV. 


; &:\.<4 
That the diſlike which has been had at 
the ſimplicity of Chriſtian Religion, 
bh has been an occaſion, that Men have 
given it a different aſpeit from that 
- which it had in its beginning. | 


Do not believe that there is any 
Chriſtian, who will not- agree 
a with-me,thart Chriſtianity was never 
| more pure, more Holy, and more 
| proper to induce -its Profeflors to 
| Vertue, than in irs Birth, That was 
| a time wherein the ſaving Principles 
| of the Goſpel, were only received 
3AP. : trom the mouth of the Son of God, 
| and from thoſe holy Men whom he 
| had inſpired, This was the. true 
| Golden Age of the Church,abound- 
lng in Saints, in Confeſſors, and in 
- | H Martyrs, 
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Martyrs. And I believe that this 
truth will alfo'be- granted me, that 
then at that time when Chriſtian 
Religion was ſo.pure, and exempt 
from Errour, its Docrige was alſo 
molt ſimple and mot naked; It was 
free from all thoſe ſybtil queſtions, 
which ſome caufed to be ſtarted up 
in the ſacceding Ages. It was not 
ſubjected to the burthenſome obe 
ſervation of fo many Ceremonies, 
which are as ſtrange habits and or- 
naments,wherewith it has been ſince 
cloathed, There are to be found 
amongſt us wo ſorts of Perſons, 
which have much contributed ro 
this Evil. The firſt are thoſe ſubril 
Spirits, who beſides their own natu- 
ral wit, arc ſtill more refined in the 
Schools of the Philoſophers : The 
fecond are ſuch as are pleaſed ar 
ſome ſhowe and appearance, who 
have not yet been able to quit the 
inclinations, which the World has 


inſpized | 


wit the 
r\d has 


inſp8c0 | 


-of ChziEtanify, 
inſpited them with for theſe outs 
ward things,and who cannot forbear 
the having ſome eſteem for the pomp 
of the Fewifh and Pagan Ceremonies. 
The firſt ſort have thought that 
Chriſtian Religion would be much 
more conſidered, if it ſhould cons 
tain many Miſteries, which were ob- 

ſcure and difficult to comprehend, 
Judging, that as plainneſs cauſes con» 
tempt, obſcurity would gain it re= 
ſpc& and veneration. They have 
formed difficulties upon all the points 
of Religion, to exerciſe their wits 
on, and to ſhow their $kill and lear« 
ning, which they bring with them 
from the Schools. They have cau- 

{ed doubts to ariſe frem the things 

which are moſt ealy. In a word, 


| they have changed the Chriſtian 


School, into a School of Branglings 
and Dilpuress Which heretofore 
cauſed a certain Perſon te ſay, that 
he Philoſophers had been the Patri- 
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arches of the Heretiques. | 
The other Spirits, who are for 
having ſome ſhow in Religion, fancy 
that if the Chritian Church, were 
bur reduced into the ſimplicity 
which ic had in its firſt riſe, ir 
would have but a few Followers. 
They ſee that Men naturally do love 
that which pleaſes:the Senſes, and 
which conveys devotion into the 
heart, by the Eyes and Eares. It'is 
from this notion, that all theſe ſe- 
veral different Ceremonies are crept 
in amoneft us, which we ſee practi- 
{cd among Chriſtians, They have 
retained Fewdaiſme, nay more, they 
have brought in ſuch Paganiſme, as 
they have deemed moſt proper, to 
imprint, by outward objects, ſome 
inward Motives to Devotion and 
Zeal. They have imagined that they 
could with profit make uſe of thoſe 
things, Which the others abuſed, 
They have ſuppoſed, that that was 
th 


of Ch2iſftanity, 
the way to ſanCtific the profane Veſ: 
ſcls of the Egiptiams, and bring back 
that to its true, uſe, which nouriſhed 
the Pagan Superſtition, | 

In the mean time, how ſpecious 
ſoever the Reaſons and Pretences are 
which one and the other alledg in 
their own favour. | Theſe are they 
who have given the firſt firoke to the 
Peace and Union of the Church, 
For if at firſt, they had religiouſly 
kept themſelves to the ſmall num- 


fOr 


| ber of Rules, which the Goſpel pre. 


ſcribes u$z they had never ſ{cparated 
into ſo many Sects, as have been for. 
med, concerning ſuch queſtions as 
the cunoſity of Men has cauſed to 
be raiſed. Feſws Chriſt tells us,thar 
his Yoke is ealy to bear. He invites 
a]l even to the very little Children 
to believe in Him; which he would 
not have done, if the Faith had cere 
tainly brought with it all thoſe ab- 
truce Rules and Miſteries which are 
H 3 propos 
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propoſed to us now. The Holy Scri» 


prures do preſent bur very few Da» 
arines,in compariſon of the Exhor- 
tations to Vertue, which are there 
made us. And the Goſpel is not gi- 
ven us. but that we ſhould believe 
that Feſws 1s the Mefsns, and that in 
believing it, we may have life trough 
his Name : Fohn 20, To be law» 
fully Baptized, Ir is ſufficient to be- 
lieve from the Heart, that Feſms 
Chriſt is the Son of God: At; 8, 
Saint Paxl reduces all his preaching 
to this only Point. That Fe (ws Chriff 
is the Meſſias, foretold by the Pro- 
phets, that he was to be crucified, 
and riſe again from the dead, AdFs 
17. The ſame reports that the ex- 
rent of his knowledg is to know Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, and Him Crucified, The 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, requires not 
more of him that would approach 
neer to God, but the knowledg of 
two things ; that there is one _ 
an 


of Chzilfiatthty. Tog 
and that he is the Rewarder of thaſe 
who ſeek after Him. And St. Fares 
makes pure Religion, avd blameleſs 
before God, to confitt in viſiting the 
Widow and Fatherlef(s in their. af- 
Aidcions, and in keeping themſelves 
from being defiled by this VVosld. 
As if they would have ſaid, that the 
Principal deſign of —_— is, tO 
bend all ones ſtudy to Sandtity, to 
Purity, and to Charity, The Creed 
of the Apoſtles,contains whatſoevyer 
is Efſential in the Rules of Chriftian 
Religion, And what that teaches vs. 
is ſufficient for the Conſolation of 
our Souls, and to induce us'to a ho» 
ly Life. Let us but examine all the 
Apologies of the firſt Chriſtians, 
written on purpole to diſcover their 
Opinions in Religion : They juſtifie 
all that which 1 aflert, They com- 
prehend but a very few Articles of 
Faith, as concerning the exiſtence of 


God, the Incarnation of our Lord, 


H 4 his 
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his Birth, Life, Death and Reſurre» 


cion, -: Hence it 1s that they. have - 


defended themſelves from the accu- 
ſations which. were brought againſt 
them , that they have reſiſted the 
ſtrongeſt temptations, and ſuſtained 
with courage the moſt violent Perſe- 
cutions. If they had continued in 


that courſe, and had not conſulted ' 


the Schools of Plato and £Ariftotle, 
concerning the Rules of Religion, 


there had been no change made then * 


had there been no ſeparation inChri- 
ftianity. If the wit of Man had not 
been arabitious to mix his own, 
with the Divine OraclesytheChurch 
would have Kill been in its innocen- 
cy, and in irs purity : 9uch are all 
theſe new Opinions, which being de- 
ſKitute of the evidence of truth, have 
ſeparated Mens Spirits, and cauſed 
this unhappy Diviſion, 

And as to this matter of Cere- 
monies, and of the outward ſhow af 
the 
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the Church yg If they had confidered 
them as {imple Ornaments,which are 
nothing of the Eflence of Religion ; 
If they bad not multiplyed them to 
ſo vaſt a number. If herein, they 
had kept up themftlves to the Gm- 
plicity of their praCtice in the Pri- 
mitive Church. They had had no 
occaſion tor any conteſts concerning 
theſe things, and every one mighr 
have calily found wherewithall ro 
be ſatisfied, But ſince they have 
without meaſure,increaſed the num- 
þer of Ceremonies ; So that they 
have not left Chriſtians the Liberty 
of making the leaſt ſtep in Religion, 
without upholding it by ſome Cere- 
mony ; They have pur things to a 
tryalz Every one has pretended to 
have a right to ſpeak his ſence there- 
of, which has made many to ſepa- 
rate, and given occaſion of Diviſion, 


CHAP. 


CHAP. V, 
That many do make uſe of Religion, to 
the advantages of a temporr! Life. 


T He greateft Evil which Reigns 
in Soctety, is, that a right di- 
RKinRion has never been made be- 
ween the ſolid and true goods, and 
i; thoſe which have no foundation, bug 
Fi. in the imagination of Man. We of- 
| ten prefer a VWorldly intereſt before 
| all the advantages of the Soul, and 
0 the bopes of that which is to come. 
ig Sometimes alſo after a moſt wicked 
and deteftable manner, there are thoſe 
who make Religion, and an appear- 
ance of Devotion, ſerve for the ob- 
taining or preſerving ſome temporal 
and paſſing good, Inſomuch, that 
as 
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ſerve their particular IntereHts, aud 
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a$ it is froni this particular intereſt, 
which contentions do ordinarily 4- 
riſe, it muſt uot be thought ſtrange, 
if being mixt in Religion, it cauſes 
ſeparation and diviſion there. Reli- 
gion is but the ſpecious pretext 
which theſe People make uſe of, for 
advancing their affairs, and eftabli- 
ſhing their fortunes in the World. 
"Tis no more to them than an acceſ. 
ſary to attain to their principal, 
which 1s their aggrandizing and ma» 
king themſelves powerful. And fince 
it 1s not the glory of God which 
they propoſe to themſelves in Reli- 
gion, we muſt not wonder, if God 
permits Diſcord to ruine a deſign, 
the motives whereof are ſo vile and 
fo ſhameful. When a Religion is 
once eſtabliſhed un an Eftare, the 
moſt do not examine whither or 
no it be well founded in its Rules; 
and whether it contribute to the ſal» 
vation of all, Every one conlults 


whe- 
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whether the profeſhon which.is made 
thereof, may be accomodated to the 
poſture of his own affairs,and tothe 
ſubſiſtence of his Family. The moſt 
principal Perſons of the State think 
they ought to maintain it againſt all 
others, at what Price ſoever. They 
think, that if they ſhould leave to 
private Men a Liberty of examining 
it, there would happen a. great deal 
of trouble by the contradiction of 
thoſe who might oppole it. So that 
it iS not at all any Pitous Motive, 
which incites them to maintain that 
Religion which bears the ſway, but 
an Intereſt meerly Politique and 
Worldly. It is not the advance- 
ment of God's glory, and defence of 
the truth, which they propole to 
themſclves : 'Tis their own advance- 
ment, which they endcavour to ma- 
nage by the Rules of Humane Pru- 
dence; and this Prudence ordinarily 


ſaggeſts to them, not to exerciſe any 
but 
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byrt an outward Devotion for the ats 
raining of' their Ends: 'Whence ir 
comes to paſs that Godcurfing this 
conduR.) permits, in deſpight of all 
their prudence, ſome bold Spirits to' 
ariſe up among(t them, who freely 
diſcover their Opinions 3 daringly 
publiſh the defc&s of that Religion, 
which bears ſo much'iſway , make 
themſelves heads of FaRtions, ard: 
ſow Diviſions not only in rhe Relt- 
gion, but likewiſe in the State, T 
leave it to thuſe who-have but the 
leaſt inſight into the Hiſtory of our 
Times, to make proof of this truth, 
by examples known to every ones 


The Intereſts of private Perſons 
do not work with leſs power on 
their ſpirits, than the Intereſts of a 
State buſie the Politicians who go-» 
vern it: And their pafſions l;kewife 
do not. contribute leſs to the dilor» 
ders and diviſtons in matters of Re- 

ligion, 


L 


x10 The Reuniting 
gion; How many are there, who 
coming to,eſtabliſh chemſelves in « 
Country,where divers Religions are 
tolerated, 'do preſently queſtion 
which of theſe Religions they ought 
to follow z. whereupon they conſult 
this kind of Prudence, which obli- 

es them to find out that profeſſion 
which is the -probableſt ro turn beſt 
to accompt. If there be any Great 
Man in the State, . and they expe 
ſome ſupport or prote&tion from 
Him g 1 hey take ſpecial care not to 
throw themſelves into any commu- 
nion which their Prote&or ſhall not 
approve of, They particularly en- 
cline to engage themſclvcs in the 
Religion of- the Prince, wham they 
are more afraig of offending, thati 
their own Conſciences. Others there 
are likewiſe, who although they [ce 
one of theſe Communions leſs con+ 
fiderable in, the State than the other 
is, by reaſon of its weakneſs and 
ſmall 
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fmall number of Followers, will nox 
yet forbear to lift theniſelves there, 
mcerly for ſome - carnal Intercſtsy 
'Tis very. often ambition, and the de- 
fire of Rule,which carries them thi- 
ther, they hope to acquire more res 
putation , in having ſome eminent 
employment in a ſimple Barge, than 
if they were thruſt amongſt ordi- 
nary Seamen in a great Fleet, They 
make a large preamble to thoſe of 
their Party, telling them a fine ery 
how they are diſintereſſed and diſcn- 
gagcd of all things that may receive 
a temptation, and might make them 
hope for any advantage in the world: 
They declare that they have prefer- 
red a Religion abandoned and perſc= 
cuted, before one wherein they might 
have had ſufficient profits, and ad- 
vancementss And it = obtain not 
ſpcedily what they aimed at,they ler 
them know that they are powerfully 
ſolicited to farſake them, and = 
TOCIT 
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their falling off will cauſe a conſt- 
derable Rent amongft them, * 'Theſe 
People draw falſe concluſtons' from 
their fa!ſe Principles, as if ambition 
and ſelf-intereſt did not many ttmes 
work by occult ways, 2nd: under 
falſe pretences- ; and as [though 
Men travelled not ſometimes to a 
vain glory by back ways, and to ad- 
vance their affairs in the World, un- 
der the mask of Zeal and Devotion; 
and theſe are chiefly ſuch as make 
the greateſt noiſe in their Society: 
Theſe are they who arc the molt 
Zealons in appearance ; They who 
declaim moſt highly againft ſuch as 
do not approve of their Party. Laft- 
ly, theſe arc they who contribute 
moft of all ro Divifion,to ſtrengthen, 
in favour of it, a Bady whereof they 
would make themſelves Maſters. So 
that in the choice of a Religion, 
Men &do ordinarily take that which 
is cleare contrary to the Precept of 


Feſus 
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Feſus Chriſt. They do not above 
all things ſeek the Kingdom of God, 
and the righteouſneſs thereof : Bur 
they ſeek every other thing before 
that which is moſt important; We 
ſhould not only prefer God's inter- 
eſt and Glory before our temporal 
advantages, but we ought not to 
deſire thoſe very advantages, :but 
for the Glory of God and our own 
Salvation $ and leave the whole diſ- 
poſal thereof to the providence of 
him, who takes particular care of 
the leaſt Creatures. - Thelc People 
on the contrary are very inquiſitive 
to know. in What way of Worſhip 
they may live moſt commodioully 
with all their Family z afterwards 
they informe themſelves, and ſeck 
about on all ſides by what. means 

ſoever- to widen their Conſciences, 

that fo they may favour, without 

trouble or remorſe, the Paſſion which 


tules them, 
I Aſter 
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ther Intereſts, it 1s but upon con* 
dition, that they ſhall be ſubje&t 
ro that which was firſt ſeated in 


our heart and affeRions, 
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CHAP. I 
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of the ill Means which has beet made 
ſe of hitherto, for putting a Rewady 
to the Evil of this Diviſion. 


' Frer having conſidered the Na- 
\ ture of this Evil, whereof we 
I 3 have 
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have _andertaken' the Cure : Aﬀer 
having made known the extent, the 
depth, and the:conſequencesz found 
our: the cauſes, and rraced. them-up 
to their very ſource; Otder dire&s 
us to come to the,remedies which 
are requiſite to the curing. thereof, 
But betote we propoſe *hemy irwill 
not be at all from the purpolſe,to ſay 
ſomething of thoſe which: hitherro 
have been unprofitably empleyed 
therein. And I do not wonder.that 
we could never. yet ſe any ſucceſs 
of whatſoever 'has been: done, for 
Kopping the courk” of fo great diſ- 
order. Men have always bai ops 
oh this wrongs -Foundation 5 That 
this Evil was of it ſelf incurablegand 


that therefore they could. only ſtudy 


how they might ſtop the courſe of 
irs moſt pernicious ſ\mproms. They 
have believed it was bur like going 
about to ſave a ſick Perſons Life. 
that waS given over by thePhyſicians. 
They 
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They never thought of a means of 
reducing all the Societies of Chri- 
ſtians into One. They have imagi- 
ned that the difference of their Opi- 
nions was too great, and concerning 
matters too important,ever to bring 
it about, that all the ends ſhould be 
made to meet together. They have 
fancied that the Alienation of Mens 
minds was too inveteratc, the preju- 
dices too many,theintereſts too dif- 
(erent and too deeply rooted, rea- 
ſonably co hope that either one or 
other, would make the firſt advance 
towards ſuch an agreement. Inſs- 
much that every one has ſuppoſed 
it was enough for him to ſtrengthen 
himſelf in his Opinions, and to <c- 


Rabliſh them by good Reaſons, and 


to weaken thoſe which are oppoſite 
ro them,that they may draw totheir 
ſides ſuch as ſhould reje& them» 

It is on this Foundation, thaz all 
thole have hitherto worked , to 
I 4 Wim 
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whom God has beſtowed any great 
Talents, and -who have had any 
Name in Divinity. All theſe diſputes, 
conferences, and volumes: of  Con- 
troverſies are not employed,. but ro 
this end, viz. to- maintain the Das» 
&rine, which they have embraced, 
and 'to induce others to the receiv- 
ing of ir.. But in this,all theſe great 
inconveniences have never been can- 
ſidered s Thar thoſe very ſame .who 
write,and who diſpute with, ſo much 
heat and ſubtilty, are many ' times 
as much byafſed as others, 3nd their 
paſſions are as violent as thoſe. in 
vulgar Perſons z' Thar oft-times they 
alledg on both ſides very ſpecious 
Reaſons, and ſuch as caule new dit- 
ficultics ro arilſe,of which they can» 
nor eaſily clear themſelves 3 That 
all private Perſons have not the 
time, and conveniences requilite, to 
be able to read over theſe kind of 
Writings, and hear ti.eſe Diſputes z 

| OO | Thar 
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That of thoſe likewiſe who are-in a 
condition to apply themſelves here- 
to : There are but; few who brin 
not ſome ſtrong conceipts in favour 
of thoſe Opinions, which they have 
followed before. Infomuch that on 
theſe occaſions, we (ce but few, who 
give not all the applauſe to the Do- 
ors of their Communion, and e- 
ſeem not the others as conſuted, 


and bafled Teachers. So as I dare 


boldly ſay, thar all theſe Writings, 
and a)l theſe Diſputes' being far off 
from producing any good effects, 
ſhall but cauſe the minds of Men 


' to be more wedded to their Opini- 


ons, and remove them further off 
from any ſincere Reconciliation. Let 
us ſay then with Saint CAnguftine, 
Epiſt.122, That this Evil has more 
need of tears and lamenting , than 
of largeWritings and grearVolumes, 
Many times the Diſcourſes which 
have been us d for obliging the van- 
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ther,in ccrtain terms and expreſſions, 
whercon they ſhould agree. This 
is it, that all rhoſe have endea- 
voured, who have hitherto applyed 
themſelves: ro the Reuniting of the 
Roman Cartholicks and Proteſtants, 
This is the way which they have fol- 
lowed, who wou!d have agreed the 
Lntherans with the 'Calvini#s, and 
theſe aghin with the' CArminians, 
and others who are gone out of their 
Communion. And yet after a world 
of trouble, and writings compoſed 
on this SubjeR, theſe _— have 
proved abortive , and theſe eflayes 
unprofitable. For not. to ſay any 
thing of the diſtintion which they 
make bearween pernicious DoGrines, 
and thoſe which are not ſo, { which 
is only contriv'd by their own ſenti- 
ments, whereby they arc already 
pre-engageds) Is it nat true, (as ] 
have obſerved ia the Preface,) that 
they are- particular inte-efts that 
have 


they have 
d herein to lull a 


tion of things. WII 

incorpo! ated rogerner, whereas they 
ought to have jaboured 10 purihe 
| ſeparate Ts 


ſimplicity» Indeed 
hereins for Wa of looking_vP ©? 
:n Head of this Evil, ©9 
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all Chriſtians in general, ſomething 
wherewith to farisfie them in the o- 
vertures, which ſhall be made them, 
and cauſe them all to underſtand the 
Intereſt which they have to reunite 
themſelves in one and the ſame 
Principle. | 


In ſhort, Some there are who have 
fancied, that Councils and General 
Afemblies might pur a good period 
to this Evil, by their Authority and 
preat Learning, but many times In- 
tereſts and prejudicate Opimons 
raign as well in theſe Aﬀemblics, 
as amongſt che particular Perfons 
which compoſe them. -For we or- 
dinarily ſee that theſe kind of com- 
panies make Mens ſpirits more obs 
ſtinate in their firſt ſentiments, and 
cauſe a lefs diſpofitionto an Agree- 
ment. We fee beſides that theſe 
ſame Aflemblies are very ſcldome 
formed, but under the : ups 
0 


of: one of the Secs of Chriſtians, 
and that whatſoever is propoled 
therein, is to fortific them the 
more againſt others, and to fix 
them more and more in their firſt 
Opinions. This is, that which has 
cauſed many abſolutely to reje&t 
all Afemblies of this kind, and 
has been the ground of that com- 
mon ſaying, that, Every General 
Conncil begets a Warre, Therefore 
for the right. management of this 
Deligne , all Chriſtians generally 
ſhould agree together upon all 

things which regard their com- 
mon govd 5 they ſhould all work 
upon the ſame Principle, and if 
they conwene any Afembly for the 
attaining to ſo good a1 end; no 
Chriſtian Society ſhauld be ſuffer» 
ed to prevail by its Authority, and 
power. over the rcſt ; | Bur all 
ſhould have the Liberty of pro=- 
- poſing 


s 


pinions, to be after- N 


' +17 


poling their O 


wards determined by that which 
ſhall be for the common good. 


The firſt meanes*: 


vTo lay afide all prejudices againſt 0+ 
thers, and 10 throw off all particu- 
lar Intereſts » that ſo nothing 4) 
be propoſed by us, but 1 
God, and the Salvation of Souls. 
\ E have already ſhown, that 
ruines More 
of ihe Church, than the 


That 


the Peace 
Incereſt of P 


for rhe ſuccc (s(ul 
deſign, is, £0 ©Þ 
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Intereſts, and all theſe prejudices. 
I mean not to own any but the true' 
and lawful Intereſts; that all ſhould' 
meet in one point, which is that of 
the glory of God,our ownsSalvation, 
and the good of thoſe with whorfi we 
deſire to be rejoined, And it is far- 
ther requiſite, to lay afide all thoſe: 
prepoſſeſſions of Spirit, which may 
render us leſs inclinable to hol 
propolitions of ,peace, that may be 
offered us, And I am perſwaded 
that were we free from ſuch pres 
engagements atd prejudices , we 
ſhould favourably hearken to aſl 
overtures of reconciliation which 
ſhould be madeus. 

As for the lawful Intereſts which 
I {peak of, & are fitto be propoſed in 
this affair, they are ſuch as have 
no regard to any, imaginary good, 
bur are real, ſolid, and effential to 
Man, Alfo this ſame good is never 
kparated from the Intereſts of the 
K Glory 
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Glory of God,and the eſtabliſhment 
of truth. 1 exclude therefore out 
of the rank of right motives, which 
ſhould guide us in the ſearch of the 
true Chriſtianity: Firſt of all,what- 
ſogver .has relation to the advanta- 
ges and commodities of the preſent 
life. I put into this number them 
who. thurſt after honours , riches, 
pleaſures, and whatſoever is the ob- 
je& of any carnal deſire, Hither I 
alſo refer whatſoever contributes to 
the ſatisfaftion of our inordinate 
paſſions, where they revolt from the 
obedience which they. owe to. rea- 
fon. I am certain that this Princi- 
ple will bc approved by every one. 
There is no Man who will not con- 


fels that things lo different can never 


be march'd rogether. All will agree 


in the general Theſis, that as there 1s 


no Union berwixt Light and Dark- 

neſs : So we cannot joyn the ſtri& 

holineſs of the Coletiual ug 
4 Wit 


'of Chziffanity, 
with the impure liberty of our Paſ- 
ſions. But there often ſlip in cer- 
rain particolar Intereſts, the which 
being more ſecrer; and ſuch as do 
paſs more dexterouſly under the fa» 
vour of ſome fpecious pretence, are 
nor yet- leſs prejudicial ro the peice 
of the Church, Such is an incon- 
{iderate and turbulenr Zeal-in Men, 
which becaule ir ſeems exempt from 
thoſe other grols intereſts, of which 
we have been ſpeaking, they appear 
as though they had only-piety for 
their rule and meaſfure.in all their 
Motions. *'Tis for the moſt part 
obſerved, that this Zeal is nothing, 
but a meer -obſtinacy- and ſelf-con- 

ceitedneſs, which can never depart 

from that which it hath once receiv= 


ed, | This Intereft which ordinarily 


Piles, eirher from ignorance, from 


a0 iInveterate cuſtome, or from ſome 


ther "ſach motives engages us [6 


uch the-more in diviſion, by how 
s K 2 much 
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much it is covered with the appear- 
ance of Devotion. And I am per- 
ſwaded that many of thoſe who read 
this part, if they conſider it with 
themſelves, will confeſs that I touch 
upon a String, which though ſmall, 
yet is not .at all the: leſs intelligible. 
To thcle apparent Intereſts, I foyn 
thoſe of ſome particular Perſons, 
who: being willing to paſs for ſworn 
Enemics of inconſtancy, and levity, 
perſevere in the profeſſion which 
they. have followed ſrom their In- 
fancy. They call it raſhnefs and In- 
advertency , to depart fo readily 
from thoſe Tenets in Religion, which 
they firſt embraced g. and they hold, 
that before they can do it, they 
muſt be fully convinced of the fgllſe- 
nels thereof, and the evident peril 
which they incur by retaining them. 
Wherefore ſo long as they find any 
appearance,or probability, they can- 
not believe it Rands with their pru- 


dencel 
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dence 'to abandon them, T: have 
known ſome of theſe, who have been' 
ſo ſtrongly prepoſleſſed with this O+* 
pinion, that they could not forbear 
ſhowing a leſs eſteem of fuch as had 


+ embraced their ſentiments, than of 


thoſe who had fill perſiſted in the 


| contrary party. To theſe ſpecious 


Intereſts, I muſt yet add one morey 
and that is a diſpoſition' of -Spirir, 
which we find many to have, who 
being entred into a Communion, be= 
lieve it would be a ſhameful thing, 
ſhould it be (aid of them, that they 
have examined their Religion too 
late. They imagin,that ſhould they 
confeſs they have continu'd in an er- 
rour to theſe Years, and that they 
had never in all this time perceived 
the. weakneſs of their former-pro- 
feſſion, People would take all the 
reſt-to be want of diſcretion, irreli- 


"| gion, and impicty. To flatter them- 
| ſcIves herein,they endeavour to make 


K 3 ſome 
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ſame kind of ſuperficial conſideratts 
on, Which they have made of :the 
Rules of their Sec, paſs for an ex- 
3& end profound, ſearch into. the 
reaſons of their belief. After which, 
they maintain it with: confidence, as 
not at all donbting, bur that they.are 
in-the right way. There are ſome 
others, who are dire&tly oppoftteto 
thoſe , of whom 1] have now. been 
ſpeaking z Theſe arc ſuch as art in- 


conftant, and. bid defiance to whats: 
ſoever they have formerly believed; 
who imagine that all. new Opitions, 
which are propoled to them; arc. far! 
better than thoſe wherein they” have 


been brought up; They are likeithoſ 
of whom an Ancient ſays, that out 
of fear, they make a]l their pruderice 


conlit - in following every::. ather - 
councel, but their-owne $6 theſe 


timorous Spirits-in-Religion ,. cm» 
brace the fiſt Opinions: which arc 


prapounded to them and prefer al- . 


ways 
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ways new Dodtrines , before thoſe 
which were received before. We 
ſhould therefore check all thoſe bad 
inclinations, which nature, educati- 
on,age, ighorance,and example may 
give us: For whilſt we liſten to any 
one of theſe voices, we ſhall be bur 
ih an ill condition to eritertaia the 
propoſitions of an Agreement, - All 
theſe: propoſitions will ar the firſt 
inftant appear ſuſpicious to us,” and 
at laſt we ſhall -reje&t them abſo- 
lutely. oY | 
After this, to de well, we muſt 
caſt away from us all theſe unhappy 
prejudices againſt others, and high 
conceipts of . otir' own. Opinions, 
which cauſe almoſt all the difor- 
ders that ordinarily happett in-the 
Church. Theſe are ſo many clouds 
which darken the underſtanding, and 
hinder Men from ſeeing diſtinQly 
the ObjeRs,upon which they ſhould 
make their judgment. Theyare a pain- 
| K 4 ted 
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ted Glaſſes, which repreſent to us all 
thattwe look on, the clear contrary 
way, as. dyed with their own colour. 
How would you have a Man, whoſe 
ſpirit is filled with an infivite nume 


ber of Ideas, uporr which he is al-. 


ready fixed, be able, after this, .to 
make room for thoſe which are op- 
poſite to them,although they are re- 
ally more effetual to his ſalvation? 


They muſt be all excluded to.com- 


pare them together without preju: 
dice, they muſt be ſeen naked, and 
that held, which: ſhall -be .judged 
moſt reaſonable, There has been 
not long. fince propoſed, in Philo» 
ſophy,:an excellent way of right di 
puting, and keeping. a dire& courſe 
for ſearching out: the truth. They 
ſay, that for cffeCting of this,all pre- 
conceived Opinions, and prepoſleſſi- 
ons of ſpirit muſt be ablolJutely caſt 
away. That then they muſt not take 
up any, but the moſt plain Ow, 
an 


and ſuch Propoſitions as cannot be 
quarreled at by any; who have the. 
leaſt uſe of reaſon. Why then cane" 
not we imitate this manner of pro” 
cedure in Religion ? Can we not 
for a while ſer aſide-all theſe Opints, 
ons, which we defended heretofore 
with ſo much eagerneſs and heat, to. 
examine them afterwards more free-/ 
ly, and without any paſſion, hold-' 
ing cloſely to our common Princi-' 


- ple, which .is the Holy, Scripture &' 


Can we notwithour anyprejudicelook. 
upon the Foundations of Religion, 
which all they who are called Chris 
ſtians do generally acknowledg, and 
the Principles which they all agree 

upon ? Would it net be an infal- 
lible means to know with a dfinter- 

eſted mind, how we ſhould advance 
in a right way, and how we might 

build . upon a ſolid Foundation, 

and ſuch as ſhould be approved by 

every one © 

My 
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My defire therefore is, that theſe 
prejudices and ſtrong fancies of our 
own Opinions may be quitted, which 
bind us in a Refigton, rather by falſe 
appearances, than by Judgment and 
Reaſon. Hence is it that ſont boaſt 
of their antiquity, the fuccefſion of 
their Paſtors, ' the Government of 
their Communion , their temporal 
advantages, the riches, ſplendour, 
and magnificence of gheir Temples, 
and Ornaments. | Hence 1s it that o- 
thers glory in-their plainneſs,and the 
ſmallneſs of their number, the con- 
tempt which is made- of them tn 
ſociety. 4nd other things of this na- 
ruze, Which the World cannot re- 
lifk. Laſtly there are others extol- 
ling the yt and talents of 
their Do@ors : the ſandtity, auſte- 


riry, and morcificarions of their Voe 
earies,the Zeal of their Martyrs, and 
other exteriour things, and accidens: 
tals to Religion, For it may fo hap- 
peny 
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pen, that all theſe may meet in. So- 
cicties, whickt are not: approved. of 
by thoſe, who: boaſt of 'them, as ſo 
many tirtes in their favour. There 
are likewiſe ſome, who, although 
they ſeem not to'regard anything, 
but Religion, by putcing away what-- 
ſacver is not effential to it;'yert can 
not: forbear falling into prejudices: . 
and errours' 'of | dangerous Confes: 
quence; Such are thoſs who believe. 
that their-Do&tine- is to be prefered: 
before others, by reaſat'of the num-: 
ber of the learned Men which defend: 
it, the Arguments with which they” 
appear to be ſupportea, and the 
great: motiohs of Virttne-whick they 
ſeem to'infpire. They conſider het 
thar all theſe things may be allo'vb--: 
ſcrved iti the Societies, whoſe De- 
arine they do not approve: That at 
leaſt the Followers of the ret might 
make a like Judgment of their Do- 
arine z keing the friends of each of 

| them 
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them-.are prepofſciled with reaſons 
in. favour of their.own. Ve ought 
therefore for a while to caſt off all 
theſe particular Sentiments, which 
form the divers Societies. of Chri- 
ſtians 3+ in iſach -manner, that it 
ſhould: not be the Authority of 
any one-amoggft them, that ſhould 
| bear, ſway ever the reſt g but the 

ſole-infallible Rule of truth, which 


is the Word of ' God : For, fee-: 


ing .that-is univerſally received by 
all Chriſtians, there ought to: be 
no difficulty, .in ſubmitting to 
whatſoever it clearly teaches us. 
This being ſo, how'can we doubt 
of the, bleſſing of G © D, upon 
ſuch ag+Enterprize, ſince we'have 
no'.other thing for our Intereſt, 
than his Glory ; for our Rule, than 


his Word ; and for our End; than 


our- Salvation, 


» PN 
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The Second meanes. 
That we ſhould not have for our Di- 
reetion, more than one known and 
generally approved Rule ,- for 'all 
Chriſtians to walk by. Fea 


VV we ſay, that- for the 
attaining to a perſe& Re- 
union, we muſt be free from all ob- 
Kkinate prejudices yz I:mean not there 
by, the eſtabliſhing of an indiffer= 
exce,and leaving Mens minds in a fu- 
ſpence , without knowing what to 
reſolve on. 'Tis only to-render mia-' 
ny unſure foundations , . ſuſpe&ed,' 
and to ſearch out for one which-may 
be firm. and ſolid ,: and which the 
whole World ſhould agree to be foe 

| Now 
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Now there is but one of this nature, 
and that is the- Sacred Word of 
God, which he hath given us by 
the Miniſtry of his. Servants. He 
hath given it us expreſly to be the 
Rale, both .ot our Faith, and all our 
Adions, in what concerns his Ser- 
vice; And 'it is too evident, that 
all ds not agree on other matters, 
All do not hold that the Church is 
infallible; All do not acknowledsg, 
that there is an unwritten Word, 
which is of as much Authority,” as 
that which is in the Writings of the 
Prophets and Apoſtles: All do not 
pretend that we. muſt be guided by 
that, which the Holy Ghoſt ſhall 
diQate, by his ſecret motions in the 
Hearts of the Faithful.But all Chrt- 
ftians, without exception, hold,that 
God ſpraking to us in his Holy 
Word, muſt be hearkened to; and 
that we muſt obey-him without any 
reſtriction, If, beſides this, there 


ſhall- 
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ſhall , be fyund any Confeſſion of 
Faith, which has been'drawn from 
the Holy Scriptures, and drawn in 
ſuch a manner, as that ir retaivs. a 
Doctrine ſo pure,thart all Chriſtians 
may ſecurely receive it: It may ve- 
ry well be joyned with this Word, 
delivered to us from God. And 
ſuch, in my Opinion, is the Apoſtles 
Creed : there nevel having been hi- 
therto , as I have cver heard, any 
Chriſtian who denyed to entertain 
it, as being an Extra, and Come 
pendium of the Goſpel. - And, if 
that had been well practiſed, which 
the Council of Chalceden enjoyned, 
of not adding any other DoGQrine 
to this Symbole, we had. never ſeen 
Chriſtianity divided into ſo maby 
Sects, as at preſent it is, 

I ſhall not here undertake to 
prove the Divinity of this Holy 
\WVriting ; as having tow only to 
do with Chriſtians, who all acknow- 
eds 
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ledg it. Thisis a thing thatd may 
pothbly handle in the third Treatiſe, 
which I have promiſed to publiſh, 
in the Preface to this Piece. For my 
deſign therein is, to let all Pcople 
of the World ſee the advantages of 
the Chriſtian Religion above others: 
*] ſhall alſo there endeavour to gtve 
to every one, a means of looking in- 


ro it without theſe obſtinare preju-. 


dices, which would certainly make 
us reject any DoGrine, how tending 
ſoever to our Salvation. Art the pre- 
ſent, me thinks,for the working with 
ſucceſs rowards a good Reunion, we 
ſhould riſe to a Principle wherein we 
all agreez It would be a very good 
ſtep towards a Peace, when we 
ſhould find a Subje& wherein we 
could all Unite, For, according to 
that Univerſal Maxime, Things 
which agree in a Third, agree alſo 
rogether, ' If therefore we all receive 


the Word of God, as our Soveraign 
Rules 
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Rvle ; might we not probably hope 
that. we may be Re-nnired in other 
things, which are but dependances 
on thaty eſpecially it after we have 
caſt away from us all our paſſions, 
and prejudicate Opinions, we bring 
only with us 2 true Zeal, and ﬆn ar» 
dent Charity £ Moreover,being pers 
{waded that the Dotine contained 
in theſe Holy Scrip:ures is Divine, 
that it 1s trite, that it is infallible, 
and that it 15 perſe&ly Holy,we ſhal 
without doubr dnclude, that it is 
our Soveraign Rule : That it pre-- 
ſcribes to us what we ſhould all be 
lieve, and reccive for our Salvation, 
And as this word expreſly forbids 
is to add, diminiſh, or alter any 
thing in the DoEtrine, which it lays 
open ro tis, we ſhould look upon all 
other Do&rines rcteived ih any 6+ 
ther Society of Chriſtians, as very 
ſuſpicious: We ſhould not teceive 
them, till after acarefal examinatio 
L ot} 
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ces drawn rom this word: 
look upon them, 
lays of Man's wit, who 
: nfirmiry aPPEc2rs in 411 his aG1oNs- 
All his meditations, his applicati” 
on, his reaſoning. ”. Humility» 01 
ings,cannot hin- 


Prayers,avd his Fa 
der, bur tat there will reman Ai 
rent weaknelles of Bleſh,which Wi 
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but God only 
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ge own,is but weak and Joubrful, 
e divins, etiam vera dicere perics- 
you eff. We muſt go to the very 

BE it felf, and aſcend up wake 
_— Head, Ve mult fuſpeR 

- - CINE which have nor paſ- 

- through this Channel, although 

they appear never ſo excellent, 4 


Oh that we had but made known 
_ a little diligence amongRtChri- 
—_ the value of this important 

rinciple, as we have ſown the ſeeds 
of Diviſion , that we had avoided 
roger gee queitio"snd diſputes g 
_ ad made Chriſtian Religion 
| y and intelligible, as careſully as 
organ Doctors have rake upon 
> wage liberty of expounding this 
m_ pture. Every one giving it the 
- ce which his Genius, or rather 
_ capricious Fancy,or Intereſt ſug- 
, ed to him : Every one having 

awn the conſequences from ir, 
_— which 
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which muſt favour his inclinations : 
Nay; and without fticking there, e- 
very one has endeavoured to give to 
theſe conſequences, an authority e- 
qual to that of the Original, from 
whence he pretends to have drawn 
them. In this very manner have we 
ſeen Diſputes and Contentions ariſe, 
alſo Acreſies, Schiſmes, Diviſtons, 
and different Communions. Every 
Society has made his particular con- 
feſſion, which they pretend ought to 
be of as great authority, as the very 
Crced of the Apoſtles themſelves. 
And thus , ;as this PraQice has 
ſtrengthened it ſelf in the Church, 
after the ſame rate alſo has Diviſion 
becn ſtrengthened and augmented, 
It is theretore abſyulutcly neceſſary 


for the eſtabliſhing a good Peace inf 


the Church, to rejz& all Inventions 
of Men, «nd 607 to lend an Ear, but 
to God only, ſpeaking in his Word. 
It is thus , that the great Perſons 
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have pracifed , who lived in = 
moſt pure Ape of the Church. The 

have ever confined their mindes - 
the Holy Scriptures, as to the only 


Foundation of | | 
of our Faith, and 
Salvation, A 
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The Third means. 


Rightly to diſtinguiſh between the Do- 
Frines, which the Holy Scriptures 
propound to be believed by true Chris 
ſtians s and what regards only the 
outward Government of the Church, 
and its Ceremontes. 


His Sacred Word, which we 
have faid, is the only Founda- 

tion ff the Churches ſubſiſtence, 
and of :the Union; of '1ts Members, 
offers Us three ſorts of things to be 
learnt by Us, It declares ro Usy 
Firſt, what we are to believe, for the 
Peace of our Conſciences, and for 
obtaining Salvation,and Eternal life. 
It teaches us next, what relates to 
the 
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the Government of the Church, in 
the Exerciſe of its Diſcipline, and 
in the outward Practice of its Ce- 
remonies. And Laſtly, it gives Us 
Qving Precepts, which ferve for the 
Dire&ion of our Lives,and Manners g 
Not only to be the outward Guide of 
our Actions, and of our Words : 
Buc alſo of our Aﬀe&ions, Inclina- 
tions, and moſt ſecret Motions of 
our Souls, This diſtinion being 
well eſtabliſhed, and all its Mem- 
bers truly conſidered ; We ſhall 
find that in the right management 
hereof, there will be no occaſion 
of quarrelling , unleſs ic be abour 
the Rules propoſed to our: Faith. 
For as to what concerns .the Pre- 
cepts of Virtue, they are fo clearly 
laid open'in the Holy Scriptures, 
that in them there can be no ground 
for Controverſie. All Chriſtians 
know that God will be moſt highly 
loved and adored. All agree that 
L 4 WG 
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we muſt honour Father and Mother, 
according to the Commandment of 
God. All accord in this Point, that 
the Law of God forbids Murder, A- 
dultery, Lying,7, All acknowleds 
that theſe Laws arc not meerly efta- 
bliſhed to Rule the ourward Form 
af Men in Society : But that they 
oblige us ro conform the moſt ſecrec 
thoughts: and inclinations of our 
hearts, to the Purity and Sanctity 
which they command, Aﬀer this 
we nced not any other Rule, than 
that Abricgment of the Law, which 
the Son of God has reducgd to theſe 
two admirable Precepts z To love 
Gad with a1l our aftefions z and 
our Neighbour as our ſelves. The 
Obſervation which might be made 
f-om hence, would Rule, as every 
one may perceive, all our ations z 
Inſomuch that no Perſon could dee 
fire any thing more for the | iviag 
holily, and jultly. I know very well 
that 
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that there have been certain Du+ 
Rors formerly amongſt Chriſtians, 
who by their interpretations, have 
gone aſide from the ſtrict oblervatio 
on of theſe Laws g But they have 
not only wanted the approbation of 
others, as well of their awn Com« 
munianas ſtrangers : Burt alla they 
themſelves have always made pro-« 
feſſion of acquielcing, as others, in 
theſe ſacred and inviolable Rules. 
They did not pretend to weaken 
them by their interpretations : they 
only ſooth'd Mets conſciences with 
a favourable ſence, which they give 
to the circumſtances of particular 
ations, Behold here one of the 
principal Articles af Faith ; Nay, I 
dare ſay, the moſt important, and 
whercin conſiſts the very Eflence of 
| Religion, which can give no cauſe of 

Diviſion, 

As ta the Rules which the Holy 
Scriptures afford us for the Govern- 
me ne 
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of Decency, and Order, For, be- 
ſides that,the Scripture has thus de» 


clared it ſelf hereupon-: The nature * 


of the thing ſcems palpably to lead 
us tothe ſame. There 1s no Body, 
who does not pur 'a great difference 
between that which: 1s efential to a 
thing,and that winci is mcerly acci- 
dental, All acknowleds, it is on the 
preſervation of the firft;that che ſub- 
ſiſtence ot its ſubject does 2bſulute- 
ly depends that it can be very well 
maintained without the ſecond, and 
that alſo more conveniently, Like- 
wiſe that we ſhoulu af quite others 
wiſe tor the tir ft, than we ſhould for 
the other. So to preſerve health, or 
to recover it, taough we ſtrictly ob= 
ſerve the Diet which is abſolutely 
requiſite, we can freely and withs: 
our prejudice, change the Rcliſhes 
and TinCEtures, which we give to the 
Food, and to tne Medicines. 

This being once well ſetkd, every 
one 
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one ſees how unreaſonable a thing it 
would be, to ſeparate about the oc- 
caſion of any difference, which mighe 
happen in outward matters, and ac- 
cidentals to Religion, ſhould there 
be any Schiſme in the Church coun- 
cerning the Order which is to be 
amongſt its Governours ? Muſt this 
Holy Union be broken, becauſe ſome 
would have the Church be govern- 
ed by Biſhops, and others would 
have an equality amongft its Paſtors? 
Muſt we, b<cauſe of ſome diverſity 
in the Habits of thoſe who officiate 
in the Church,break the knot which 
ſhould tye all Chriſtians together ? 
Is it juft that for the Ornaments of 
the Temples, the poſtures wheretn 
private Perſons ſhould be, during 
the acts of Devotion, and other ſuch 
Ceremonies,the peace of theChurch 
ſhould be ruined, and the Unity of 
its Members? Has not the Primitive 


Church made it well appear, that 
there 
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there was no ſuch matter of ſcruple, 
when it freely changed the practice; 
according as the times and occafi- 
ons required it? Did not Tertullian, 
one ot its principal DoRors, teach 
us, that the Rule of Faith continu- 
ing firm and conſtancy other things 
which regard the Diſcipline, do 
ſomerimes ſuffer alterations and 
changes? Were the Temples always 
ſer ot in this magnificence, which 
they are in ut preſent among Chri- 
ſtians ? Were Faſtings always after 
the lame manner obſerved 2 Wete 
the Garments of Miniſters of the 
Church always in the 1\.me mode ? 
Have they at all times, ard in all 
places received the holy Euchariſt 
afrec the ſame faſhion, as tro their 
outward Gefturcs £ Has there not 
always becn great diverſity in the 
pracice ol theſe things, and can we 
not {till be able to ſuffer ic, without 
being ferced to ſeparate, and diſ- 
member 
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member the Church, as we do at 
this preſent time 


I confeſs that in certain Ceremo- 
nies, ſome things may {1:1 out to be 
practiſed, which would direHly op- 
poſe to the Fundamental Points of 
Religion. Bur it would be caſy to 
give a Remedy to this Evil, follow- 
ing the Order which I ſhall propoſe. 
We ſhould in this caſe, look back 
to the very Precept it ſelf, upon 
which we ſhould all agree together. 
For it we all accord in what con- 
cerns the Doctrine, we ſhall find 
no- great difficulty to accord, or at 
leaſt to maintain a charitable judg- 
ment in the'uſe of the Ceremony, 
Tf we were once but well Reunited 
toxether, in thc Opinions which we 
ſhould have of che Doctrine, I am 
atlured, that we ſhould bear with 
one anorher, in things which are not 


of that importance. If we joyned 
oi 


at 
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in the main effential matters, the 
neceſſaries would nat eaſily ſepa- 
rate us. Z 

Behold then, how this happy 
mcans of Peace muſt be ordered. 
It is by tabliſhigg immediately, 
with great care, the bounds which 
are to be given to theſe two things g 
That is, Firſt, that a xighr diſtin&&t 
on be made between what ſerves 
for the outward condudt of the A- 
&ions of true Believers, and the c{ 
ſence, ahd internal concern of a good 
Chriſtian : Next , that we labour © 
and ſcek out by all the ways imagi- 
pable, how we may be Reunited in 
whar reſpe&s the eſſence of Chri- 
ſtianity. Burt for that which reſpects 
the outward Government, and the 
Ceremonics of the Church, ſome 


liberty ſhould be given ro the par- 


ticular Sucicties of Chriſtians. Her 
in regard muſt be had to the differ. 
ence of Places and Climatss, where 


they 
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they dwell, which often create more 
diſouſt to one ſort of Government, 
than to another. Allo there ſhould 
be conſidered the diverſity of their 
Politique Government, which may 
imprint ſome ſtamps of its Chara- 
der upon that of the Church. Laſt- 
ly, We ſhould likewiſe have in con- 
fideration, what thEſe Socicties may 
have practiſed hitherto, with ſuccels 
in this reſpc&, and leave them the 
entire diſpoſal thereof, after having 
repreſenred to them what ſhall be 
jadged more profitables and more 
commodious for them. Thts diver- 
ſity muſt not alcer the peace of the 
Church; I: is not juſt, that agree- 
ing together in the eflential Points, 
we ſhould break the bonds of our 
amity, for things which are not ef- 
ſential, How many Brothers are 
there, who although they be of dit- 
ferent emplov ments, yet for all this 
leave vor of twlicur living together as 

| Brothers, 
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Brothers, and making up one and the 
fame Family. 1 would therefore have 
an accomodation. made. herein, ac» 
cording to the Cuſtomes, and Pra- 
ices of the Places, in which they 
live. That in all parts, where they .- 
ſhould inhabit and ſojourn , they. 
might be ſubje& to the Communi- 
ty of Chriſtians, which ould be. 
there cſtabliſhed, without condem- 
ning or blaming other Cuſtomes, 
That we ſhould rather belicve cha- 
ritably, that every one has followed . 
hcrein, the Order which has been 
ſuppoſed to be moſt convenicnt, and 
moſt requiſite to Salvation ; ſceing 
that till che Principal which is com- 
prehended in few Articles, continues 
frm Thus S:. Pan] was accuſtoms. 
ed to do, I Cor, 10.33. Endeavours 
ing to pleaſe, and accommodate all 
matters, without ſeeking aitcr par- 
ticular conveniencies, but only the 
dalvation of many. And when he 
| M faw 
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ſaw any who would be contentious 
in theſe things g He only anſwered 
them thus, I Cor. 11.16, We have 
no ſuch Cuſteme + Showing that it 
argues 2 contentious ſpirit, and an 
enemy to the Peace of rhe Church, 
ro be unwilling to follow Orcer and 
Cvſtome in things of this nature. 
We ſhould always fix here, that we 
ought not , barely. upon account of 
humane Inftitutions, to ſeparate one 
from another, ſeeing we break with 
thoſe, who embrace the fame Do- 
&rine which we do, clearly taught 
us in the Word of God, under pre- 
rence that they have not the lame 
practice with us in the ontward part 
of Religion. 


AP, 


of Ebz#fianity, 
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.CHAP. V. 


The Fourth meanes. 


To diftlingniſh between that which the 
Scriptare propoſes to us to believe, 
« Doctrine of Salvation; and that 
which it delivers to tis, as Hiſtories 
of things which have happened; and 
that which it reports to us, 4s pre- 
diftions of things to come. 


Ollowing the diſtintion made; 

* in the foregoing Chaprer,of all 
tie things which are propoſed ro us 
in the Holy Scripture : We muſt 
fir ft examine what it declares to us, 
as tfuths, which thegrue Believer 
ought to receive by Faith, Theſe 
are nor 8] of a like nature s and 
mult alſo be carefully diſtinguiſhed, 
M 2 ro 
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.CHAP, V. 


The Fourth meanes. 


To aiftingaiſh between that which the 
Scriptare propoſes to us to believe, 
« Dottrine of Salvation; and that 
which it delivers to #6, as Hiſtories 
of thinzs which have happened; and 
that which it reports to ut, as pre- 
aictions of things to come. 


Ollowing the diſtintion made, 

* in the foregoing Chaprerof all 
tie things which are propoſed ro us 
in the Holy Scripture : We muſt 
firft examine what it declares to us, 
as truths, which thegruc Believer 
ought to teceive by Faith. Theſe 
are nor 81 of a like nature g and 


mult alſo be carefully diſtinguiſhed, 
M 3 ro 
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to take away likewiſe all cauſe of 
contention among Chriſtians. I be- 
lieve, therefore, they may all be 
brought under theſe three Heads. 
As fiſt, the Myſteries of Religion, 
which ought to be believed, for ſer- 
ting the Conſcience at reſt, and pro- 
curing its Salvation. Secondly, the 
Hiſtorical Narrations Which the 
Scripture makes us, of many things 
that have happened, as well in the 
Diſpoſition of the Order of the U- 
niverſe, as in the Government of the 
Church, under the Old- and New 


Covenant. Thirdly, the predictions. 
there made, as of things which muſt” 
happen, and whereof we ſee not yet - 


the accompliſhments This being 
concluded, we ſhould generally re» 
ceive as unqueſtionable truths, what- 
ſoevcr God hag revealed to us in his 
Word. Whercin there are many 
things which ſhould nor, neither can 
they give any matter of contention, 

much 
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much leſs of Divifion. As for Ex- 
ample, the Hiſtorical Relations of 
the Holy Scripcuri's are ſuch,rhar all 
Chriſtians generally receive ihem, 
as certain and indubitable ; ani if 
there be any diverfiry of Opinions 


_ upon any difficulties of Chronvlogy: 


That ſhould not cauſe a ſ:paration 
in the Church; The Opinions may 
be ft to the Liberty of particular 
Perſons, to follow theretn, what they 
ſhill judge moſt probable. 1 fay 
the ſame of interpretations, which 
may: be given to fs obſcure pat« 
ſages, which ſhould not caule any 
Diviſion, be the diverſity never fo 
great, which is there met with. 
There is but one ſole occafion for 
allowing it, and that is, when a pars 


_ ticular interpretation overthrowes 


ſome one of the Fundamental Do- 
Arines, or that they would make it 
to pals, as ifſued out from the very 
mouth of God himſelf. For all theſe 
E M 3 i» 
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interpretations are but ſo many at- 
temp:s of Man's wit,which may fail. 
Jaſumuch rhar we ſhould leave ta 
every one the liberty of examiving 
them, to receive them afterwards,or 
to reject them. without prejudice to 
Salvation, and withouc breaking the 
Union, which is had with thoſe of 
contrary Opinions. 

As to what concerns future pre- 
ditions, neither ought theſe to be 
the ſubject of any Diviſion. It may 
ſuffice, we are all in general perſwa- 
ded, that wharfocyer has been fore- 
rold, in the Holy Scriptures, ſhall 
have its accompliſhment, notwithe 
ſanding all the obſtacles which in- 
terfere. *Tis ſufhcient to believe, 
that the firſt Cauſe ablolurely dif. 
poſing of ſecond cauſes. will bring 
about its fdcfigns, in deſpite of al 
reliftance of the Creaturcs. This 


hinders not trom advancing our 


thoughts higher, ſearching into the 
: ſenſe 
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af Chaiſkiantty. 
{coſe of the propheſie, and making 
our conjectures of the times of its 
execution. We ſhould in this give 
Liberty to certain particular per- 
ſons, eſpcciaily when theſe kinds of 
Meditations may contribute to the 
Conſolation of true Believers, and 
to Excite them more to ſa;:Rity. Ir 
is in this, I make thar happineſs 
conſiſt, which the Book of the Ape 
calypſc gtrrjbures to thoſe who read 
it carefully, and underſtand ir, But 
he who weyld apply himſclf :o this 
fudy, muſt not do it, but with great 
nrecautions, Here it is, that much 
Krigneſs muſt he abſeryed,and prin- 
cipally not the leaſt $irring be. made 
but from a principle of deep humi- 
lity, He muſt on all occaſions di- 
ruſt himſelf, but more in this, than 
any ather, For although theſe O- 
racles be not conceived in ambigu- 
ous termes, as-thoſe of the Pagans 
were g yct arc they propaled in ob- 
M 4 ſcure 
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ſcure and dark expreſſions ; They 
are ſuch hidden myſteries, and ſo 
profcund, that rhey can ſcarcely be 
jadomed, When predidions are 
accompliſhed, they change rheir 
nature, and become Hiſtories eaſy 
to be underſtuod : Burt before the 
Event, they muſt be looked upon 
with that profound reſpe&t, as cau- 
ſes naturally a filence. Bur yer if 
any think they. have eſpy d ſome 
light, they may. utter their thoughr 
with modeſty ; And Mould rather 
. propale ir as a conjecture, than as 4 
certain Docrine, For truly there 
1s nothing fo dangerous, nor ſo pre- 
judicial to the peace of the Church, 
as the deſire .of making paſs our 
ſence upon things feretold, for con- 
ſtanc truths, There needs but a forc'd 
Opinion of theſe Prophefies, to ſtir 
up a Whole Nation to tumulr, to 
diftyrb the peace of States, and ru- 
ine the Unity which ſhould be a» 
mongſt 
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moneſt Chriſtians» The Examples 
of this, are as well "known, as they 
are Dreadful co Conſider. There 
might ſome kind'of Parallel be made 
between this RefleQtion, and thoſe 
dingerous obſtinate Opinions, wher- 
of we have already made mention, 
ard which muſt be entirely caſt a- 
way , to attain to a perfe& intelli» 
gence in Chriſtianity, 
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CHAP. VL $ 
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Filth Advice. 0] 
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Touching the Myſteries of Chriſtian af 
Religion, which we muſt believe, 4 Fo 
being Revealed in the Holy 25 . 
tures, and concerning the dittindti- 
on which muſt be mage of them, Pro 


Frer having conſidered metho- f yh; 
dicaliy, of what the Word Jacky 
0: God teaches us, touching the Fg, 
Rites, Ceremonies,and outward Or- Ffynq, 
der of the Church, as alſo the Hi- Jy, 
Kories and Propnheſtes which it con: Focher, 
eains 3 After having ſhown that in he [6 
all theſe things there ſhould be nofqg, | 
matter of Contention among Chri-Jujch,, 
ftians 2 T have nothing leſs to exa-Y}'e p.. 
mine, but what concerns the Rules, quilir 
com} 


o EXA* 


of ChaiSianity, wi. 
comprehending the Holy Myſteries 
of Chriſtianity , which Bclicvers 
ſhould own, and receive for their 
Salvation. And becauſc ir is a moſk 
imporcant matter, it mult be clearly 
open'd, 3nd explained, to remave 
whatſoever might give any occaſion 
of Cantention, and procure herein, 
2s well as inthe reſt, a Recuncilia> 
gion of all Chriſtian Societies. 

I cannot now abſoluicly diſap- 
prove the Diſtinion,which all Do- 
tors make in this matter, and of 
which I have already ſpoken, If I 
icknowledge there be in Religion 
ome important Precepts. cilential, 
ſundamental, and necetlary to $al- 
yetion 3 1 acknowledg thercin alſo 


* Yothers leſs important, which might 


> let alone, as where ſome Errour 
may ſlip in ; Yes this may be dong 
without prejudicing our : alvation, 
Ie Peace of Conſciences, and tran- 


, Rule*Fquility af the Khurch. But whar 


COm* 


? 


173 . 'The Reuniting 

I cannot app:ove of in this, 1s the 
Application whicti theſe DoGors 
make of this diſtintion , to their 
Cauſe. They commonly'fall, con- 
cerning.this matter, into the ſame 
faults which have been obſcrved 
Namely their p:cjudicate Opinions, 
and parcicular Iitereſts, which for 
the moſt part bear ſway inthe Judge 
ment, which they make of what is 
Fundamenral. and what is not. So 
that they would oblige all, who en- 
ter into” their Communion, to ac- 


quieſce in Humane Do&rines, as if | 


they were ſo many Fundamental 
Poincs, They oblige Men alſo to 
Rej-&t the Dodrines which agree 
not with theirs, as if they tended to 


overthrow the Foundations of Reli-} 
pion, although they may not be (0 


' prejudicial, as they would: make 
them believe. For who has Autho-i 
rity of fixing that which is Funda- 
menial, and diſtinguifhing it Bm 
that 


as if 
ental 
fo to 
agree 


ed to} 
Reli-] 
be 0} 


make 


Utno-! 
1nda-! 


4 from 
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that which is not £ If it were left to 
the diſpoſition of Men,every Society 
would do therein acco:ding to their 


prejudicate. Opinions , which they, 


have been poſſeſſed with, formerly 
admitted, Whence is it therefore 
that we ſhould take the Foundation 


of this diftin&tion, but from the. 
Mouth of God Himſclf, ſpeaking to. 


Us in his Holy Word ? 


True ir is, we find not any paſ- 
lage in the Holy Scriptures, that de-. 
{ clures in formal termes, which are: 


the Fundamental Doctrines, to di- 
{inguiſh them from. others. But 
the nature of the thing tells us, we 


may eſtabliſh this diftinion,by the _ 
very Word of God» For if all. 


Chriſtians reccivezas unquiſtionable 
truths, all rhat which has been re- 
vealed ro Us in the Word of God: 
It they all acknowledg thac it would 
be an unpardonable crime, but to 


cal}-in doubt any of thele Sacred. 


Ocacles : 
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Oracles: (ſeeing it would be to ſu- 
ſpe& Him of falſhood, who is truth 
it ſelf.) They muſt by conſequence 
own, that wnatſoever is clearly pro- 
poſed ro Us in the Word of God, 
and is lo received by a general con« 
ſentzis a Fundamental Point of Chri- 
ſttianiry.They muſt acquielce in this 
Dotrine, as being immediately uſu» 
ed out from God, or elfe utterly re- 
nounce Cirifttanity, Whereas if 
there be DoQtines which have not 
been fo clearly revealed ro Us, they 
give occaſion to the Dottors, to in- 
terpoſe their Judgment, and give 
place to different Sences, We have 


likewiſe the liberty of examining | 


theie divers Opinions. We may 
compare them together, to retain 
that which we ſhail j1dg moſt cons 
formab1e to the Analogy of Faith, 
Ve may ſearch out that which 
ſhall ag1ce veſt with che Fundamen- 
ta] Points, which gives moſt con- 


CCI 


folarion | 
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ſolarion to the Soul, and affords the 
gfeateſt Morives to Piety. But we 
Muſt not pur theſe laſt truths in the 
fame rank with the ficſt, nor muſt we 
oblige Chriſtians to acquieſce there, 
in the ſame degree of Faith. As rg 
the firſt, we ſhould receive them as 
ſo many Oracles delivered from the 
Mouth of God, without any mix- 
ture of humane infirmity ; whereas 
theſecond, which have paſſed through 
the Difcourſes of Men , may have 
been altered by the weakneſs of their 
Judgment. They may be tainted with 
the defects and imperfections of hu. 
mane wit-And theſe are thoſe truths 
or rather thoſe Do&trines, which I 
do not allow te be Fundamental]. O- 
therwiſe we ſhould give to Man,and 


to Reaſon, an Authotity, which ap- 


pertains to none, but to God alone, 
and his Word, And to the end we 
may clear this matter by Examples 
which may make it both kown and 

unders 
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underſtood: by every one; .It is cer- 
tain that theſe are Fundamental Do- 
Arines .in Chriſtianity z Viz. That 
there is One God: That he hath ſent 
his only Son into the World, That 
whoſoever believes in Him may have 
Eternal Life. That Feſus Chriſt dyed 
for our Sins, and aroſe again for our 
: Juſtification, Taar He ſhall come in 
his Glory, to jude both the quick and 


the-dead, and luch other truths, as 


all Chriſtians admit of, as being 
moſ; diſtinctly. and plainly taught us 
in the Holy Scriptures, But as for 
thols Dorines, which determine 
the Order of the Eternal Decrees of 
God; that tcl] us puncually waat 
is the Object of Predefitnation; that 
Expound .how the two Natures arc 
unired, in the Perſon of Feſws Chriſt , 
that. comprehend and tadome the 
Myſery.ot the Trinity ; that pretend 


to diſcoyer the means, by which the ' 


Holy Ghoſt operates in the hearts of 


g 


the | 


One 
the: 
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thers 
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the Faichful, and other things of the 
like Nature. I maintain that al- 
though the Learned Men ſhould ſay 
never ſo many excellent things con- 
cerning theſe matters, and what 
they fay might be approved (as be- 
ing judged reaſonable.) They muſt 
not nevertheleſs be made to pals, 
as of equal authority with the truths 
which are clearly revealed to us in 
God's Word, They ought indeed 
to be reccived but in ſuch manner; 
as that we ſhould be all ready to 
quit, and renounce them, in caſe any 
one ſhould make us ſee ſome error 
therein z Otherwile it is but ro make 
way for D:viſion : Since every Do- 
tor will make his particular Opini- 
ons to paſs for ſo many Fundamen= 


J tal Truths : And will rcjeR all os 


thers, as Errors which urcerly over- 


{throw Salvation, The adverſe Par- 


tiss will not be leſs Zealous in main- 


Wing their contrary Opinions, 


N which 
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which will be followed by a lamen- 
table ſepacation and diviſion. Here 
it-is thir we ſhould value the Pre- 
cept of Saint Paxl; 1 Theſ.5. Prove 
all things, and hold faſt that which is 
Good. Here it is alſo, that the fay- 
ing of the ſame Apoſtle might take 
place; I Core 3. That there & but one 
ſole Foundation of Chriſtian Religion, 
which is'F eſwus Chriit : That Man might 
build up0n it Gold, Silver, precious 
Stones, Wood , Hay, or Stubble : But 
thas every Man's work ſhall be made 
manife#t ; Fort ſhall be tryed by Fire: 
which will conſume the evil works, al- 
though the workers may be preſerved. 
Let us in che next place, hear what 
the cxecilene Author of thar Treas 
tiſe of the Imitation of Chriſt, ſays. 
What will it avail thee , though thou 
canſt diſpute concerning the depth of 
the Myſtery of the Trinity 4 if, in the 
mean time, thou ſhalt be deititute of 
the Grace of Humility,which may make 
Re 7 Thee 


of Chiiliahity. | 


not a Man more Holy, and more Fuſt. 
T had rather feel the true effets of re- 


pentance,than know how to give a aife - 


finition of it. | ITS 
This diſtinRion being ſerled, the 
ready Way will be open to us, by 
which we may attain to a perfect 
Reunion of all Chriſtians, in. one 
Confeſſion of Faith, In the firſt 
place, I] ſuppoſe that we mult have 
a irong Faith, having ſuppreſſed all: 
particular Intereſts, which have no' 
regard,but to temporal things z That 
we muſt for ſome time have caſt: a- 
way all thoſe prejudicate Opintons,, 
which are ſo many bars and hindef-_ 
ances of agreements After this,I re-' 


Iquire that we ſhould adhere with-. 


out varying, to the certain and in- 
allible Rule, which is the Voice of 
God, ſpeaking to us in his Word: 
That according to this Word, we 
N 2 beay 
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Thee acceptable. to the Trinity ? The 
profound Diſcourſes .of Divines, make 
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bear one with the other in the divers 
practice of irs Eccleſiaſtical Dilci- 
pline, and 1n the different uſe of irs 
Ceremonies. That we ſhould not 
look upon theſe outward things,bue 
as accidentalsto Religion,and whicn 
ought not to be eſtabliſhed, bur ac- 
cording to the general Rule of Order 
and Decency, I next require, that 
we all reſt in the Truth of the Sa- 
cred Hiſtorics, leaving a Liberty to 
learned Men, of declaring their O- 
pinions upon the difficulties, which 
are therein met with,to follow with- 
out conſtraint thatParty which ſhall 
be judged moſt reaſonable ; That 


we read not the Propheſies and Pre- | 


ditions contained in the Holy Scri- 
ptures, but with Humility, without 
determining any thing, as by autho- 
rity, upon their ſence, and the times 
of their accompliſhment 3 That we 
carcſully diſtinguiſh berween the 
Pottrines, fo clearly eftablifhied in 


the 
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the Word of God, that all Chriſti- 
ans are obliged to receive them: 
And thaſe which have need,for their 
calightning, of the Labour, and Me- 
ditation of 'Men , to clear them 
"That we admit not of any other, 
than the firſt for Fundamentals, and 
unvariable : And that as to the a- 
thers, we may diſpence with our re- 
ceiving them, Without prejudice to 
our 9alvation, Which ought not to 
depend, but on the firſt z Or, if we 
do receive them, it ſhould be bur as 
humane Opinions , which we jyd 
moſt probable, which andcarh. + - 
we are ready to forſake, ſo ſoon as 
we ſhall know them not to be well 
grounded. Laſtly, I undertake thar 
2]1 this may be done, without diftur- 
bing the Peace and Unity, which we 
ſhould entertain with thoſe, who 
have diffcrent Opinions upon gels 
Queſtions, on condition that fhey 
reccive them not, but after the ſame 
N-3 manner 
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manner which we receive ours4 That 
isto ſay,as Humane Do&rines which 
may have their uſe,burt which ſhould 
not, engage Us, as thoſe which are 
iflued from God, withaut any mix- 
ture of Humane Infirmity. Afﬀeer 
that, I believe there is nu body, who 
does not judg that, being fo well e- 
ſRabliſhcd , all Chriſtians generally 
ſhall live in a Perfet Unity, which 
15 the Mark whercto we ſhould all 
31me, | 

And to juſtifie that, what I hcre 
lay down, is not without Founda- 
tions that we may attain to Salva- 
tion in Chriſtianity,without engage- 
ing in the Labyrinth of all theſe 
knotty Queſtions of the Schooles. 
Suppoſe it ſhould ſo happen, that 
ſome Chriſtian might be driven by 
a Tempeſt into the Country, about 
the Straights of Magellan, or any 0- 
ther Parts, where the Inhabitants 
ever heard ſpeak of our Myſteries. 
Farther, 
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Farther, I would not have this Chri- 
ſtzan know any but the firſt,and moſt 
plain Rudiments of Chriſtian Relj- 
gion contained in his CREED, 
I ſuppoſe him only to be perſwadcd 
of theſe truths : That there is One 
God, who hath creatcd the Heaven 
and the Earthy Thar he rcquires of 
us Perfe& Holineſs ; That we have 
violated his Ordinances, which has 
rendred us unworthy of his mercicsz 

That nevertheleſs he has invited us 

ſtill ro Repentance,and to Salvation 

That He has ſcnt for this Purpoſe, 

Him, whom He Himſelf calls His 

Son ;* Thar this Son dyed for our 

SINS ; That Hc is riſen again for our 

Juſtification 5 That He aſccnded 1n- 

to Heaven, and there makes Intercel(- 

fion for Us ; And that if fo be we 
are but ſully perſwaded of :theſe 
rruths,- and will carcfully ſtudy Pi- 
ety towards God, and Charity-tor 

Wards our Neighbours, we ſhall ob- 

; N 4 tain 
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tain Eternal Happineſs, I ſuppoſe, 
that this Min reaches theſe things to 
this ſavage Nation, and that theſc 
People, who hitherto had been igno- 
rant of all theſe truths, are taken 
with their beauty, and afterwards 
fully convinced of them, and will 
thereto conform their Lives : I ask 
if theſe People might not truly be 
called Chriſtians, and whether or 
no they were not in the ready way 
to Salvation, For my part, I cane 
not make any difficulty to believe ity 
and paſſing further on, I ſhall ſay, 
that] ſhould eftcem them happlier,if 
they continued in theſe Principles, 
than if we ſhould come to over- 
charge them with all theſe critical 
Qiefſtions, with which we are ordi- 
narily entertained. Fohn Moquet,in 
the Third Book of his Travels, re- 
Jarcs a Hiſtory, which confirms this 
trech. A poor Chriſtian: Woman 
being a Slave in one of the Principal 
| Families 


1,10 
;, re- 
| this 
man 
cipal 
a1lies 


of Chziſtianity, 83 
Families of Morocco,taught the Chris £. 
ſtian Religion co the Maſter of the 
Houſe's Davghtery The Slave,with- 
ovt doubt, was not able to give Her 
any, but the moſt General Princi- 
ples, according to the capacity af 
a Perſon of that Sex, and of that 
condition 3 Nevertheleſs this Noble 
Maid, new-born to the Faith, was 
ſo throughly convinced of theſe 
Chriſtian truths , that fhe quickly 
ſuffered Martyrdome for the defence 
of them, and that too with an He- 
roique Virtue. Therefore as I ac- 
knowledge but one ſole way, which 
God offcrs to all Men, for their at- 
raining Salvation : So I conclude, 


that a1l thoſe who ſhall hold faſt to 
theſe Principlcs, ſo plain, and ſo few 
in Number, and live agrecably to 
them, will undoubtedly obrain Sal- 
vation and I.ife, 
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CHAP. VII. 


#hat Ways uſt be followed, to facili- 
zate the Execution of this Deſion. 


" A S itis not enough for the Cu- 
ſ-' ring a Diſcaſe, to be inform» 
ed of the | whnarey which ts proper 
for it;bur we muſt alſo know its uſe, 
to apply it to pu:poſe,and with ſuc- 
ceſs : So 1t is nor ſufficient that we 
know what will be a ſaving means 
roReunite all Chriſtians in one Con- 
ſeſſion of Faith : But we muſt exa- 
mine how this means muſt be aps 
plycd tp produce its cffe& y ſeeing 
vreat "difficulties and obſtacles may 
be found in the practice, which 
thwart the Execution thereof. There 
might be alledged the remotenels of 


many, who are called by the Name 
| of 
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of Chriſtians, whom it-wayld: be 
almoſt impoſſible ro.bring together, 
for concurring to ſo,happy a Vork. 
There might be produc'd the great 
Diverſity of Opinions, which are a- 
nrongſt them 3 The Intercſts of 
Princes and StateS 3 The cngage- 
ments of whole Nations 5 The aver- 
ſions and animoſities , which are 
ſtrengthened -by time, There mighr 
be allo added rhe temporal advan- 
tages, Which thuſe who have any 
Eccleſiaſtical charges will be hardly 
perſwaded to part with,and as many 
other things, which may ariſe in the 
ſpirit of every one.. All thiſe con- 
{iderations might make this Propo- 
ſition paſs for an Atery and Imagi- 
nary projet : Ar the beſt it mighr 
be {11d to be a fair Idea,but very dif- 

ficult to put in execution, which, 
like Plato's Republique, is in the rank 

of things, which arc more to be de- 

fired than hoped tor. 


To 


2B8 Che Reuniting 

To which I may,in the firſt place, 
ſay, that if there ſhould be no other 
end propoſed herein, than this, of 
Labouring for the Glory of God, 
and the Peace of his Church,it might 
be hoped that he would ſecond with 
his Grace, ſo laudable a Deſign, Ie 
1s to attend his VVork; it is to eſtab- 
liſh his Raign in the World, it is to 
build up his Houſe, What ? will 
he refuſe the ſuccours of his Grace, 
to thoſe who ſhall have no other 
aim, but his proper Intereſts? There- 
fore when we ſhall meet with diffi- 
culties, which we cannot remedy 
upon the ſuddain, we ſhould not for 
that be diſcouraged, but expe from 
the Goodneſs of God, the ſuccefs of 
ſo pious an enterprize. It muſt not 
be thought ſtrange, if at preſent,God 
has left Chriſtians as deſticute of the 
Graces, which he ſhowcred down 


in the firſt times of Chriſtianity. 


His Spirit is no to be found among 


Tempeſts, | 


of Chzifianity, 189 
Tempeſts, and amidſt VWhirlwinds : 
How ? ſhould it be _— Chriſtie 
ans, divided into ſo many Secs, and 
animated with the Spirit of Diviſion, 
which raigns by paſſton and. violenc@ 
So ſoon as Charity is awakened, we 
ſhall then labour for the common 
Peace : That Spirit which was come 
municated to the firſt Diſciples,who 
were met together with one accord, 
in one place, will inſpire us in ſuch 
manheer, that this great deſign will 
go fotwards beyond all our hopes. 

In the mean time,ſfeeing that God 
does not forbid us the endeavouring 
to make his Glory ſhine, with this 
ſmall ſtock of Pruderice, which we 
have received from his Grace, I ſup- 
pole we might happily proceed after 
this order in our defign. Ir would 
be neceflary, with all ſpeed to cauſe 
to be diſperſed, Writings of this 
Tenor, in divers Languages,and fend 
them into all Places, where there 


ſhall 
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ſhall be any Chriſtians z of what 
profeſſion ſoever they be. This 
would fervets undeceive ati infinite 
number' of prepuſſeiſed Spirits, and 
make them hope for the ſucceſs of 
an enterprize, which hitherto has 
beer ſuppoſed impoſlible to finiſh. 
This would waken in divers places, 
many- private Perſons, who would 
have an inclination to peace, and on 
whom God had powred his Grace, 
proper for contributing to ſo good 
an end.l am aſſured thar'they would 
be raviſhed to have fo favourable an 
occafton of working for the common 
good of Chriſtendom: They would 
certainly be a{tsniſhed at the conſt- 
deration, that they ſhauld have been 
{6 leng time without making a diſs 
covery of this buſineſs, and without 
taking it by its :ruc Meaſures. They 


would bleſs God ſor having opencd | 


ſo-fair a Port, to emer into ſo great 
a Calm, after ſo many Tempeits. 
| They 
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They would ſutably qualify them» 
ſelves,for the attaining to ſo deſirable 
an ead. They would labour with 
all ctheir-induftry, co bring thither 
thale of their Communion s' and 
alrogether would, trive to ſuſpend 
for a while their Judgments in pars 
ticular Articles, until by common 
conſent all that ſhould be regulated, 
which was requilite to ſo happy a 
deſign. 

. Befides the- writings which ſhould 
be employed to this end gz Familiar 
converſations , and particular Dif 


courſes would much contribute 


thercunto, Ic is thus that we might 
do; and that we ought mutually ro 


1 lend our affiſtance, for the clearing 
1 of theſe matters. We ought always 
1 to have in Proſpe&, the Glory of 


God, and the Peace of his Churchg 
and this ſhould be our principal 
buſineſs. There is not any thing, 
which oftncr puts a op to the exc> 
cutlon 


oe cx ans 
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cucion of our greateſt deſigns, than 
the want of frequent unmasking,and 
laying them open. For the well- 
ordering of them,this mult be often 
attempted, and all the difficulties by 
little and little removed,which ſhall 


..occur therein. Ve are all generally 


morecurious,to entertain our ſelves 
in converſe about any other thing; 
rather than that which is moſt ne- 
cellary. The ſubjes moſt ordina- 
rily fallen upon, in thoſe companies 
which are efjeemed to be the moſt 
regular, are full of vanity, if nor (in- 
full. Newcs of what pales in the 
Worldz Afﬀairs of Statey Explicas 
tion of ſome difficult paſſage of the 
ancient Authors z Some queſtions of 
the Mathemarticks , or of Phylicks, 
and things of this nature, arc the or- 
dinary entertainment of- theſe fa- 
mous companies, which we fo much 
admire. If any one ſhould p. opole 


fach a ſubjec as this, which 1 ns 
O , 


CO 
its 
{el 
tat 

| 
tha 
{ely 
ady 
em] 
Ci1nc 
lick 
May 


han 
and 
ell- 
ten 
; by 
1all 
ally 
lves 
ings 
ne- 
ina- 
nes 
noſt 
 (in- 
the 
licas 
the 
ns of 
icks, 
e Ore 
> fa- 
auch 
pole 
ereat 


of Chz;iſtianity, r97 
of, either It is co!dly received, or 
paticd over lightly, to go to ſome 
other, which may give More plea- 
{ant reliſh ro the compaiy, ard bet- 
ter accomudated to the humours of 
the Age, And yet what more wor- 
thy ſubje&t is there of our converſa> 
tions, tian that which regards the 
general goo! of all Chriſtians ? Ler 

us bleſs rhe happy momenr, wherein 

we have been brought to rhe diſco- 

very of this gencrous deſign, and 

contribute our endeavour towards 

its good ſ{uccelsy if we can let our 

ſelves be vanquiſhee by this Exhor 

tation / 

Moreover it would be convenient, 
that all thoſe who have found rhem- 
ſclves perſwaded of the truth and 
advantageot this Propoſition, ſhould 
employ their greateſt care in advan- 
cing the execution of it, If in traf- 
lick, Men expoſe themſclves to ſo 
many perils, to tranſport rhetr com- 
moe 
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cution of our greateſt deſigns, than 
the want of frequent unmasking,and 
laying them open. For the well- 
ordering of themythis muſt be often 
attempted, and all the difficulties by 
little and little removed,which ſhall 


..occur therein. We are all generally 


morecurious,to entertaln our ſelves 
in converſe about any other thing; 
rather than that which is moſt ne- 
ceiſary. The ſubjects moſt ordina- 
rily fallen upon, in thoſe companies 
which are e{tcemed to be the moſt 
regular, are full of vanity, if not (in- 
full. Newcs of what pailes in the 
Worlds Afﬀairs of Statey Explicas 
tion of ſome difficult paflage of the 
ancient Authors Some queſtions of 
the Mathematicks , or of Phylicks, 
and things of this nature, are the or- 
dinary entertainment of theſe fa- 
mous companies,which we fo much 
admire. If any one ſhoul.l p. opole 
fach a ſubje& as this, which 1 creat 
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of, either it is co!dly received, or 
patied over lighrly, to go to ſome 
other, which may give More plea- 
fant reliſh to the compaay, ard bet- 
ter accomoudated to the humours of 
the Age, And yet what more wor- 
thy ſubje& is there of our converſa> 
tions, tan that which regards the 
general goo! of all Chriſtians ? Ler 
us bleſs rhe happy momenr,wherein 
we have been brought to rhe diſco- 
very of this gencrous deſign, and 
contribute our endeavour towards 
its good ſucceſs if we can Jet our 
ſelves be vanquithee: by this Exhor - 
tation / 

Moreover it would be convenient, 
that all choſe who have found them- 
ſclves perſwaded of the teuth and 
advantage of this Propoſition, ſhould 
employ their greateſt care in advan- 
cing the execution of it, If in traf- 
lick, Men expole themſclves to ſo 
many perils, to tranſport their com- 
mo- 
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modittes from one Country to-ano- 
ther;'in hopes of ſome [mall profit g 
Shall we fic ftill wichourt communi- 
cating the moſt precious Treaſure, 
and greateſt advantage which can 
arrive to Society ? Ir is not here to 


be feared, that the number of tioſe. 


who ſhall te ſharers in this good, 
will diminiſh the Portion of any par- 
ticular Perſon 3 On the contrary,the 
:ncreale of this pumber, will aug- 
ment the Sarisfattion and Joy of 
thoſe, who make 2 part thereof: As 
thoſe that follow Armes, rejoyce to 
fee their ſide grow ſtronger, and at 
the fame time conceive thereat both 
Hop:s and Joy. For, if we aft in 
this Aﬀair,bu: for the glory of God, 
the goodof his Church,and onr own 
Salvation, 25 we have even now al- 
ſerted; the more true Believers we 
ſe: Reunited rozether, ro promote 
this end, the more Joy fhall we have 
a4 the more ſatisfaction. 
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But if private Perfuns are obliged 
ta contribute to-ſo glorious an &n- 
rerprize : I believe that thoſe” who 
have any cmployment in the Church, 
in whatſoever Society it be, oudht 
to be aſſiſtant therein, by a particu= 
lar engagement. Their profeſſion 
calls them to itztheir charge obliges 
them to 1t,and the Lights which they 
pretend to have above the Vulgar, 
ought only to guide them this way. 
They are as well reſponſible for the 
Souls of others, as for their own. 
They ſhould nor propoſe any other 


{ Intereſts, than thoſe which are joyn= 


ed to the Intercits of thetr Maſter g 
:nd his glory only ought to adorn 
theirs. If rhey uſc it otherwiſe, they 
zre bad Scervants,and Stewards of the 
Talents, which __ been commit- 
tea torhem. Bur if they once ſtrive 
with Zeal, to promote this great 
Ta beſides their own comntort; 
e fi :ceels of 1 will make them rea- 

O 2 ater, 


196 The Reuniting 
diers and more affur'd. People have 
commonly their Eyes on them, to 
follow-their ſteps, and imitate their 
Examples So that they draw aftcr 
them , whole Troopes, Societies, 
Communities, avd Seas, as it ſuf- 
fices Him to gain the Officers of an 
Army, who wavld make Himſelf 

Maſter of all the Souldiers. 
But eſpecially, I make account, 
that thoſe who are able to give the 
porn ſroke on this Ss ny are 


rinces, and all thoſe who have the | 
Government of States, and manage- | 
ment of Publique Aﬀairs. They | 
can maintain with their Authority | 
all theſe Reaſons, which ſhall be | 


employed in this noble enterprize : 
And their power will be very effica- 
cious, for making the Exhortations 
of others valued. Ir is not, that 1 


mean this Afﬀair ſhould be plaioly | 


carried on by the force and authori- 
ty of Men, The ynderſtanding muſt 
herein 


— 
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herein be cleared, to pain over the 
Heart and the Aﬀections, which is 
better done by reaſoning,than threat- 
nings,and by the force of Arguments, 
than by that of Armes.' Bur ſince 
there may be ſome particular Pers 
ſons, ſo wedded to their old Opini- 
ons,that for their Worldly Intereſts, 
they would reje& the good, which 
would be procured for them'; It 
would be fit to hinder theſe! People, 
by a Superiour Authority, froni croſ 
ſing fo happy a Deſign. ' If for Ex- 
ample, ſome Carp ineny, of any 
Community whatloever, could not 
reſolve to quit rhtir tempotal ad- 


{ vantages, which arc of more weight 


with them, than the Publique Inter- 
eſt : The authority of Princes, and 
Magiſtrates, would ſerve \e y well 
to reduce them to that which was 
Reaſon and Juſtice. There would 


| alſo herein be this advantage eExpc- 


Qed, from thoſe who have the po- 
O 3 WGEr 
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wer jn their Hands, namely, that by 
the. Correſpondence and Alliance, 
which they have together,they mighr 
make. this good ,, Univerſa] .to all 
Chriſtians. . They might likewiſe 
[5yn their Forces, for repreſling the 
Poldneſ of Infidels,;and all. Enemies 
to the Name of \CGhriſtians who 
would gppole themſelves to {o holy 
a Reſgfurion.. Laſtly, they mighc 
maintain againſi all, others, wbgſ3 
who. would, enter. into this Holy 
CORURRaIon « Bur fpraſmuch as this 
is one of the, molt powerful means, 
ro attaln 10 tex 3nd which; de- 
farves. more tmparrant confderatl- 
ons 3 L reſcrve tt ro a particular Trea- 
riſe; if this firſt Vrk Kill be fayou- 


rably gncervgip ds, .., - 


WT - 


Hy PARA «aa. .... i _— ns TOY 


KP, 


of Chaitianſfp. 


ou ( 
—__—  _—_ ER IS Panmoro_n us — CRD—m> ono 
LY 


CHAP. VIII 


Anſwers tothe objettions, and Diff- 
culttes which may be formed againſ} 
this Deſign, | 


F Here can be no advantage pro» 

poſed, which meets not with 
its Difhculties ; We cannot ferch 
Gold out of a Mine, but with-much 


.trouble; The Earth is not made fer- 


tile, but when it-is digged and plow- 
ed with great caye : and the ſucceſs 
of the moſt admi:able enterprizes 45 
not obtained , but: by ſurmounting 
with induſtry,all the obſtacles which 
are met with, in the execution of 
them. And yet this trouble we have 
its attainipg theſe moſt excellent 
goods, is that which contributes 
much to their glory. Iris a poor 

Fl com- 
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common Vertue which findes no re- 
ſiſtance in its operations ; The praife 
of Heroick Virtue conlifts in the 
conquering of great difficulties. So 
that this projc would be leſs admi- 
rable than it is, if it could be effect- 
ed without pain, and if the executi- 
on thereof were ealy. Bur what ob- 
j-Qions may be made to thts, and 
difficulties met with herein; will be 
alcogcther ſuch, as that we ſhall be 
eaſily able to Anſwer the One, and 
Remedy che other. | 
Some Will preſently ſay, That to | 
attempt this, 1s, in a manner to go 
abour ro hinder an efftet,whichmuft 
neceſlarily happen, Thar it is, as 
if one ſhould undertake to ſtop the 
courſe of the Stars, and | inder the 
Revolntion of the Seaſons. That 
Feſus Chriſt and. his Apoſtles have 
foietold there ſhould be Herefies, 
Dijſentions, and Schiſmes in the 
Chriſtian Church. That this is 
pere 
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permitted by theProvidence of God, 
to make evident the Zeal and Cons 
ſtancy of his Faithfu] Servants : In- 
ſomuch that it would be ro ftrive 
aoainſt the Eternal Decrees, and 
Rules appointed in the Counſel of 
God, to endeavour to prevent the 
diviſion or difſention among Chriſti- 
ans. -- But for fatisfying this Obje- 
ion , beſides what has been. ſaid 
upon this Point, at the beginning of 
this Treatiſe. There is but one 
thing to conſider, which is, that this 
PrediQion is not only grounded up- 
on a Decree of God, tor the order 
ing of things which ſhould happen 
in his Church z but upon an efte&t 
of the evil diſpofitiow of the Spirits 
of Men, which is cauſe of the Dif 
union. And that hinders Us not 
from labouring to remedy this cauſe, 
and put a ſtop to theſe deplorable 
effe&ts. 90 that what Feſws Chriit 
has foretold us of the Fire which he 
was 
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wa$-come to kindle in the Earth, by 
the-Preaching of his Goſpel, hinders 
hot his Servants from ruuniog, with 
great affcRion, to extinguilh ity and 
ro ſtay the great burning witch this 
Flame might cauſt z Moregver, if it 
were fo; that this Evil fs1]5-out, bes 
cauſe it has been torcioid : Yer it 
does/not imiporethus much; that it 
thould abide centinually.: [Is it not 
enough, that 1t has taken place for 
ſo many Ages ? Is-it not time to ſto 
3ts Courſe, and-ſee an end of it ? So 
will the Propheſte have had its ac- 
compliſhmenrt in our Fathers'days, 
&nd we ſhall,in ours,enjoythe calm, 
afterall theſe Tempelſts. Let us add 
hereunto, that this-very word;which 
foretells us theſe Diviſtons,makes us 
alſo hope for an eſtate'of Peace, and 
Qaiet in the Church. It makes times 
ot refreſhment, and eaſe, to ſucceed 

all theſe great difturbancesg ard af 
Cares ns that there ſhall be _ 2 
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firm Peace in the Earth;that we ſhall 
ſee thoſe Creatures, .which are the 
greateſt Enemies one to the other, 
thar is to. lay, thoſe Spirits whercin 
1s the moſt contrartety, dwell, and 
unite together, Who knows, but 
that we may live toenjoy thoſe hap» 
Py times ? .VVho knows, but that in 
our days, we may ſce this | general 
Peace among all Chriſtians £ And I 
durſt promiſe, that by the affiſtance 
and bounty, of Gad, This. ſhall come 
to pals, if our Sins do not put a hin- 
— to,it, and our particular In- 
creſts more ſway us, than the genes 
cal good of Chriltendams 
Ir muſt be (id in the ſecond place 
that this Dcſtgn of biinging all Chris 
ſans to aqknowledg, but ſo ſmall a 
Number of Heads in Cariftian Reli- 
gion, approved by every one, is dj- 
rectly oppoſtc to the Apoſtles Do- 
Erine, and to the Practice of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, Thoſe, who 


diſpute 
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diſpute ſo ftrongly againſt the Er- 
rours which aroſe in their times; 
Thoſe who condemned with fo much 
indignation, all who did not conform 
to the Holy DoQrine, which they 
received from the Lord ; Is there a- 
ny likelihood that they would have 
hearkened to theſe Propoſitions of 
bearing with one another, and a cha- 
ritable condeſcending in theſe Points 
of Religion £ Would St. Paul have 
liſtened to ſuch an accommodation, 
who writ with ſo much ſharpneſs 
a21inſt the Galatians, who had ſut- 
fered themſelves to be ſeduced by 
certain falſe Teachers : Would Sr. 
Fohn who refuſed to have any con- 
verſe with Hzreciques, have appro- 
vel of this Overture ? To which [ 
anſwer, that what perſwaded theſe 
Holy Men, to a& on this manner, 
was, that they regarded not ſo much 
the diverſity of Opinions,which t1cy 
difapproved, as the evil diſfoſtr wot 

Oz 
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of thoſe, who went about to eſtabliſh 
choſe il] Opinions. They well ſaw 
that what theſe Perſons were about 
ro Contrive, was not out of a ſpirir 
of ſimplicity, and humility : They 
obſcrv'd nothung in all their eondutt, 
bur particular Intereſts of Worldly 
honour, profit, authority, and rule, 
which all their endeavours carried 
them to, Thefe now are Motives, 
againſt which we can never make roo 
much Zeal and Indignation appear. 
Bur we ſee, they deale clearly other- 
wiſe with ſuch poor People, as had 
becn ſeduced by theſe crafty Wits, 
than they did with theſe Incendia- 
ries, thele ſpirits of Lying. The 

treated thoſe with mildneſs,bur tet. 
they condemned with ſeverity: They 
bare with the firſt, and had charity 
for them, but they had a Holy, and 
Juſt anger for the ſecond : They al- 
lowed ſomc Liberty to the former, 
but granted nothing to the Latter. 
Ve 
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V'. + [6 3}fo how St. Parl, that Zea» 
I:as 5::v:irt of God, 1s not afraid 
in © < very queſtion of the Reſurre- 
a 10Nn 5 our Boules, (ſo important 
1» R 41gio-,)of ſ-:ring a great value 
on this holy 2nd charicable bearing 
wich one another, To this might be 
added tha: theſe Holy Men have been 
immediately inſpircd by the ſpirit 
of GoJ, to acknowledg, and make 
known to others theſe Heavenly 
truths. And this being ſo , they 
might condemn with boldneſs, and 
with knowl:dg of the Cauſ?, thoſe 
who rejected the truth, which ap: 
peared to them in the open Day 
Whereas at preſ-nt, we not having 
theſe Lights, and this Supernatural 
and Miraculous Aſfiitance, are oblt- 
ved to keep our fclves ftritly ro the 
expreſs rermes of the Doctrine con- 
tained in the Holy Scriptures. 
Moreover, it might be Objected, 
that this Defivn 1s of dangerous con- 
E " {cquence 3 
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ſequence: That it is to give to eve- 
ry one a liberty of having what Opi- 
nion he pleaſes; and alſo in matters 
of importance, ſuch as have hither- 
to divided Mens ſpirits z Tharit is 
to give an occaſion of falling infen- 
ſibly into an indifferency for Religi- 
on, and to favour, in ſome fort, the 
contempt of all. Now, as this is @ 
prefling Ovjeion, and able to drive 
from this deſign all good Souls, if ir 
were Well foundedg I am confident 
that whoſoever ſhall have well exa- 
mined the Foundartons which I have 
la:d down, will find thar there is no- 
thing further from my purpoſe, 
than this conſ{cquence, which they 
would draw from ic, This would 
be to make darkneſs ariſ: from lighr, 
and as the Scripture lays, to draw 
filthincls from that which is pure, 
to imagine ſuch effects ſhould pro- 
ceed from a cauſe {o holy and innos 
cent, Can that which only tends to 
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the Re-unicing of Chriſtians in the 
ſame Opinions, hurry them into im- 
piety, and irreligion ? Wll thar 
which brings Us back to the moſt 
plain, and moſt naked Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, cauſe an indifferency 
{or Religion to ſpring from it? What 
then would this be, living withour 
Religion, to be fully perſwaded, thar 
there is a God, who hath created 
Heaven and Earth, who hath made 
Man kind, who puniſhech the wick- 
ed, and cheriſherh the Good ? Is ir 
ro be without Religion, to believe 
firmly that we have no other means 
of getting out of that miſery, wher- 

in our Sins have caſt Us,burt by em- 

bracing the promiſes which God has 

made Us, in his Son Feſwus Chriſt ? 

Is it to be indifferent in matters of 
Religion, to hold for certain, thar 
therc is no way to obtain Life and E- 
tern2] Happineſs, but by that of Ho» 
lineſs,and good Works ? Is 1: to be 
[mplous, 
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impious, wholly to conſecrate our 
ſ:lves to the ſervice of God, accords 
ing to the Rules which he hath pres» 
ſcribed Us in his Word, under the 
coluur, that there are but few Rules 
embraced; Yet however embraced, 
with an entire perſwaſton of their, 
trach 7 I maintain, on the contrary, 
tat all theſe deſes of Piety,and all 
ti fe inclinations tro irceligign, do 
nut procced from any other cauſe; 
than this, that Religion has bren 0+ 
ercharged with too many curious 
and fttange Queſtions. I hold thac 
it is this greac number of Ceremo= 
nies, ſcrupulous Obſervations of the 
Cxternals of Religion,and ſuch ether 
triflzs which have divided the minds 
of Men, and alienated the moſt ten- 
der affeftionss For thoſe who are 
not penetrating enough ta ſearch in- 
wo, and reſolve all the diſhcultics 
Wwiich are met with in theſe kind of 
matters, \ufer themſelves to fall in- 
| k.Þ 
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to an indifferency. They never Jook- 
ed upon Religion, but as a Subje& 
whereor, the moſt ſubril, and active 
Wits ſer themfelves awork. VWhere- 
as, if we did but once reduce Chri- 
ittan Religion, to the natural fimpli- 
City of its Rules, ir would then dif. 
cover all its graces and beaury, and 
would be lov'd by us all, becauſe it 
would have nothing 1n it, but what 
was lovely to our Eye. 

Laſily, There might be produced 
other difficulties, which might occur 
1n the proſecution of this grand de- 
fon. Some will ſay, that if it were 
a feaſible thing, it would have long 
ago come into'the heads of ſome o- 
thers,who would have tryed its And 
if they did diſcover it, without ma- 
king ſome attempr in it, it was be- 
caulſc they knew the execution of it 
ro be impoſſhble. That there are 
t00 Matty different Geniouſes to 0+ 
vercome, igo many different Inter- 
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eſts to reconcile, too many Jealou- 
fies and diſtruſtsto ſurmount : That 


| after we ſhall have begun to remedy 


the precedent evils, there will ariſe 
from this deſign other gew ſubjeRts 
of contention and diſpute, and by 
conſequence of Diviſion, But per 
chance no body to this preſent has 
ever conſidered this affair, as I do: 
It may be, if they have made the 
ſame -diſcovery, they have wanted 

application of ſpirit to form thede= 
ſign of it, and clear the diſficultiess 

For my part, I do not think the difh- 


culties unconquerable : And I ſay 
once. more, that would we engage in 
t with Zeal, and Religious morives, 
the affair would ſucceed happily, to 
te great good of all Chriſtendome. 
Theſe ſpirits would let themſelves 
be vanquiſhed by the motions of Pi- 
ty, and Chatity» All cheſe parti 
ular Intereſts would give place to 
nar, of thg Glory of our Soveraign, 
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Atl theſe Jealauſies, and Diftruſts 
weuld: be ſmothered by an arden: 
Teal, for the Service of God. And 
why ſhall I looſe the hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding in this generous Deſign ? 
Dd we not ſee, that at the Diſputa- 
tion at Poiſy, in the Year 1561. The 
Roman Cathulicks and Proteſtants 
had almoſt agreed together about 
the termes, wherein the Article of 
rhe Communion ſhould be expreſ- 
fed ? Yet that is cſteemed the great- 
elt difference amongſt them. And 
had it not been for certain Doors, 
who indecd, for their particular In- 
icreſts, broke off this accommoda- 
tion, it would then have bcea ſeen, 
that th&{: two Grand Parties would 
Lave b en reconcilcd together, .Do 
we not know that at the Conference 
held at Marporg in Germany, in the 
Year 1529, between Luther and Zu 
mmglizs, they Ill mio agreement as 
Lou: certaln expreſſions, almoſt 17 
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ail the Points of Religion,and it was 
concluded, that as to thoſe whereon 
they could not likewiſe agrce,. they 
ſhould bear charitably one with ano- 
ther, and that that ſhould not hinder 
the Reunion which was to be made. 
I know that afterwards it was crof{- 
cd, by the ill diſpofition of bad {pi- 
rits, But, when all theſe particular 
Intercſts, and prejudicate Opinions, 
ſhall be removed, which have at 0- 
ther times croſſed all theſe fair de- 
ſigns, whar ſhall hinder ns from 
meeting in that Potnt,and true Cen- 
ter, now at laſt, wherein all Chriſti- 
ans may be Reunited ? Who ſhall 
hinder us in thoſe things, wherein 
it may be, we cannot eaſily be en- 
lightened, from ufing a charitable, 
and brotherly bearing with one aro- 

ther 2 And that ſo we may work to- 

gether, as well United Brethren, for 
the Glory of the Common Father of 
this great Chriſtian Family, whoſe 

” 3 tad, 
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Head, the Lord Feſws Chriſt, cannot 
be divided ? The greateſt rub is in * 
the firſt ſtgps, which muſt be made 
towards this Reunion, but this is no 
unconquerable difficulty. : 

Ve read in the Relations of Voy- 
ages,made to the Eaſtern Countrys, 
that in Turky, Perſia, &c. All the 
Chriſtians which are there met with, 
of whatever Sect they be, live to- 
gether in a perfe& Unity, and give 
mutually all poſhble marks of a ſin- 
cere friendſhip. 

Olearius obſerves, that in Pcr/ia 
they make no difficulty of joyning 
rogether in their Devotions. And 
Peter de la Palleza Roman Gentleman, 
relates, (Toms. 2. Ep. 3.) that when 
an Engliſh Ambaſſadour Adrrived at 
Hifpaban, a Conſu'tation was held, 
whether or no the Roman Catho- 
licks, the Spaniards, and Nalians, 
which were there, ſhould TO to Vi- 
fic im, and that by Joy: conſent 
they 


they were of Opinion, that it was 
the common Intereſt, to make it ap= 
pear to that Mahowetar Prince, not- 
withſtanding ſome difference that 
there was amongſt them in certain 
Points of Religion, yet that they li- 
ved togeti::r 1n a pertect correſpon- 
dence. Aid he adds « very confi-; 
derabc Inſtance, Y:F, Taat in Corr 
antinople, all the Chriſtians, boch 
Catholiques and Heret:ques (as his 
phraſe is) dwell together 14 40 cxcel- 
lent and perfe& an Unity, thac once 
when he lived there I know not upon 
what accaſion, the Jeſuirs having 
fallen into ſome great rroubleg The 
Ambaſſadours of England and He!l- 
lang, who otherwiſe are their mortal 
Enemics, (as he ſays) were the tit, 
who ſpake in their favour, and made 
their buſineſs be diſpatched, with all 
the good ſuccels which they could 
defire. What hinders Us here jn 
Exrope, in the middeſt of Chrifia- 
P 4 nity, 
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pity, that we cannot do that, by a 
motive of Charity, which they in 
the Levant do by the Principle of the 
Intereſt of Trade, and civil Aﬀairs, 
and that, we drawing again one to- 
wards another, ſhould not agree at 
]Jift in the FundamentalPoints,which 
may Unice Us altogether 9 And al- 
thaugh this Deſign ſhould nat be 
ſa readily brought to perfeQion g 
Mcditation would be yery advanta- 
gious and very conducing to it, Par- 
ticular Perfons,who ſhall have taſk- 
ed of it, would draw much fatisfa- 
Rion from it z; They would be dif- 
abuſed, as to many of their precon- 
ccjved Opinionss They would fande 
themſelves diſcharged of a heavy 
Yoke z They would unmask Chri- 
tian Religion, and diſcover its 
beauteouſcſt Face, as being moſt 
pure, and moſt plain. They would 
love it, and well rogether in its 
pratefſion, with fingular comfort. I 

ſhall 
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ſhall alſo add this ſame, that if the 
Propoſition ſhould nor ſucceed fo 
happily,for all Chriſtians in genera], 
It mig t take effe@t in many parti- 
cular States of Europe. I mean as 
moneſt thoſeChriſtians,where there 
are diverſities of Opinions and Pro- 
{cſſions. Could we not, at leaſt in. 


|. thcſe places labour herein, for ſome 


200d accommodation? And would 
not the Fruit which grows thence, 


| be capable of inviting others to take 
| aſharc inf | | 
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Fhe Profits and Advantages ; which 
might be hoped for from this 
Deſign. 


E muft be very dim- ſighted, 
| who cannot plainly ſee the 
fignal advantages,which may be ex- 

pected from ſo-excellent a Deſign, 

It would be an admirable means for 

advancing the Glory of God, to &- 

ftabliſh his Dodrine, in the purity 

and ſimplicity which is natural to it. 

' Men have bcen deſirous to ſupply by 
their prudence , the defeas which 

| they thought they had obſerved, in 
the condu@ of providence. They 
chouzht that God had not in His 
Word explained Himſelf, neither 
clear cnough, nor amply enough, 
c 
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be underſtood , without aſſiſtance. 
Thence proceeded all theſe expaſie 
tions, Paraphrales, Commentaries, 
Queſtions and Diſputes, which have 
oppreſt, & almoſt choaked the moſt 
excellent, and moſt hgly Dodtrine, 
that ever appeared in the World. If 
therefore we can but ance rid her.af 
this Burthen, ſhe will appear in all 
her luſter again, and cftabliſh in its 
ancient purity the ſervice of Him, 
who is maniteſted by Her, Under 
the old Covenang, Gpd rejected the 


Worſhip, which the molt ſuperſtie 


cious amongſt the Fews offered himg 
and that becauſe they had mode]l'd 
it accorfing to their fancies, and had 
rather endeavoured the obſervance of 
theſe onward things, than the ſali- 
dity aud eflence of rye Piery. God 
rejuſps his Gracgs to thole, who 
have no mind to Mcjve them, mcere 
ly ſimple and pure as they are : To 
mix jbem with ours, is avlolutely: 
to, 
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to ſpoil them. And now ſeeing we 
are fo unhappy at this preſent,as not 
To'enjoy the communication of the 
Graces of Heaven, nor that bleſſed 
commerce which the firſt Chriſti- 
ans had with God, who doubts bur 
that this muſt needs come” from 
hence, that we have quirted their 
ſimple and innocent carriage in Di- 
vine Service ? Ve have undertaken 
to ſerve Him after our matner, and 
we have endeavourcd to know Him, 
only by ſuch Ideas, which our Ca- 
prichious fancies have faſhion'd of 
Him; This has. properly been the 
cloud,which hasintercepted our fight 
of Him z This, certainly, has been 
the Sin, which being the moſt capi- 
tal of all, has made Him conceal 
Himſelf from us,and the provocati- 
on which has obliged his-Juſtice to 
chaſtize, by theUeprivement of his 
Graces, thoſe who have negleted 
the ſimplicity of his Doctrine. ho 

mu 
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muſt therefore re-enter into thar firſt 
eſtate of ſimplicity; humility, and 
charity, to recover that which we 
have loſt, that is to ſay, God and his 
Graces: And thisis what we ſhould 
hope for,from the execution of this 
Deſign. | 
The ſecond advantage which we 
may expe&, is, thar we ſhould find. 
it. much eaſier to cxtirpate Vice,and 
to procure the Reformation of Man- 
ners in Society. . VVe are driven to a 
neceſſity of certain. Diſputes , .and 
ſtrange - Controverſies, whilſt we 
ſhould be rooting out the paſſions, 
which choakthe Fruit of the DoQtrin 
of the Goſpel. Ve make allies our 
upon the Enemy,whilſt Sedition mos 
Icſts us within. Let us caſt away, 
theſe unproficable Queſtions : We 
have enough to do, to make Anſwer 
to the Reproaches of our own Con- 
ſciences. We ſhall never think of 
z6:erming our manners, whilſt we 


| ſpead 
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ſpend the chiefeſt of our time, in 
maintaining rheſe impertinent Diſ- 
courſes. We ſhall not be able to 
defend our ſelves from ill examples, 
it we employ our Armes in vindics- 
ting of indifferent Opinions, which 
cannoc ſo long be debated Pro, &Cony 
without prejudice to Salvation : E- 
ſpecially ſince thus diverſity of Opi- 
nions deftroys, as it hath been pro- 
ved,both Charity,which 1s the foun- 
dation of Chriſtian vertues, and hu- 
mility, whieh is the ſoul of them. 
The fire of this Diviſion muſt firſt be 
extinguiſhed, before we can proceed, 
with ſucceſs, rowards the CorreQion 
of Manners atid Reformation, Lite. 
Thetefore it is this , that all good 
Chriftian Souls do figh after. 
We might hdve great reaſon to 
hope rhar the State would have allo 
a conſiderable advantage by this de= 
fign. People would become more 


tractable, and ſubmit wigh more wil- 
lingneſs 
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lingnefs to the Orders of their Go<« 
vernours,wWhen they ſhould fee them- 
&1ves uniced with thenv:in the ſame 
Profeſſion. It has been lways obſer- 
ved, that mens AﬀeRions have never 
been ftraightly linked together , 


| where their Minds have been divivis 
| ded by different Opinions : Moreo- 


ver all thoſe ſubtilries, which we 
cauſe to ariſe about Religion, do or= 
dinarily make peoples ſpirits inqui» 
ſitive, proud , ftamding upon punci= 
Ho's, obſtinate, and by conſequence, - 
more difficult ro be brought to Rea- 
fon and their Obedience, Every par 
cular man pretends to have a righr 
of taking cognifance of thoſe 'Cotitro- 
verſal Matters, to inrerpoſe his judge 
ment therein, and then with great ve» 
hemency ro defend them. After this, 
in Aﬀairs of State phey will take the 
ſame liberty, which they gave them- 
ſelves in thoſe of Religions, They be 
lieve, that if ix be permitted them to 
control} 
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controll the Opinions of their, Go- 
vernolurs in the Church, where the 
Service of God is; it ſhould likewiſe 
be free for them to examine the 
Condutt ot thoſe who are fer over 
them in State. Thus the Reunion 
which I propoſe , will be apower- 
fil means to hold every one 1n his 
Duty: | : 

All Princes of Chriſtendom would 
draw conſiderable advantages from 
this deſign, beſides the Obedience of 
theic Subje&s; of which 1 have now 
becn ſp-aking. They might ſtrictly 
vnice themſclves together z For theſe 
]-alouſtes, thele Diſtruſts and theſe 
Piviſions , * which o4dihaiily ariſe 
from diverſiry of Profeſſions ; com- 
jag adſolucely ro ceaſe, all theſe dif- 
ferent Intereſts, which ſeparate thein, 


would unirc in one , and the Fruit | 


would bs common to: them all. 
This Iatcreſt would carry them on 
joiatly ro oppole them. lies to tlic 
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Enemies of the Name of Chirſtian , 
ind tike over th*m all advantage , 
which reaſon '& juſtice cou!ld allow, 
Is itnot a ſtrange thing thar-ince the 
Roman Cathslicks, the Proteſtants 
and the Greeks have ſorent and torn 
cach other z we ſce that the Maho- 
metans have made ſo g-ett a progreſs 
amongſt them , by reafon of their 
D.viGons ? If, when the Furks' came 
ro fix thewſclves in Hungary, and 
tlien afrerwards attacqued the State 
of the' Venetians , all Mhriftendom 
with orc accord had oppoſed/thems« 
{-lvcs to 'thetr' deſigns 3 Had "they. 
re2ped thoſe advantages; which now 
they have obtained over 'thofe two 
Starcs ? 1s ir not a.very-aRoniſhing, 
not to ſiy-afliameſt], thing, char 
ſome neighbouring Countties to 
thoſe dreadful-Enemies of all Chri- 
{tians, dothink themſelves obliged 
to treat with them, and that alfo 

bpon difkdvancagious Terms, meer- 
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ly out of the Difſtruſts and Jealou- 
fies which: they have of other Chri« 
ſtians fe They fhamefully make 
Peace with the Turks, to turn 
their Arms againſt the Chriſtians 
eſteeming +it, to be running to that 
which is the moſt preſſing neceſh- 
ty: Tous the common Enemy ad- 
vances , and gets much: ground c- 
very day.,. by. reafon ,of, our Divi 
fions. Tq ſtop. this. evil, I ſee no 
other more, efictual remedy , -than 
to haſten this Agreement of O- 
pinions,, Which { without doubt } 
will be followed by that of affe&ions. 
The common People will find 
herein this fartisfation, that they 
ſhall no- more be troubled in Reli- 
gion, With.fo great a number of 
Qucſtions, and diverſity of Opini- 
ons, propoſed to them as necetlary 
to Salvation. Aercby will be ba- 
niſhee! from hence all thoſe Scruples | 
of, Conſcience , thoſe Troubles , | 
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thoſe Alarms and thoſe Diftruſts, 
{o dixeAly oppofite to the Genius 
of Chriſtian Religion , and to the 
Peace which the Eternal Soh of God 
has procured for us. .Thus the 
ſimple Artificers, the Labourers, 
and thoſe who_ are moſt unlearned 
and ignorant would be guided in 
the way of Salvation, and be led 
to the enjoyment of eternal Bleſſed- 
neſs. ; The Doors, by this means, 
would not have any advantage o- 
ver the people, in the Knowledge 
and practiſe of things neceſſary to 
Salvation. It might be ſaid, that 
hitherto thetehave. been, as it were, 
ewo different Religions, in,one and the 
ſame Religiotf: The firſt is of the 
learned and Scholars; the other that 
of the common People, Women and 
Children: Yet Feſws Chriſt never had 
a double Auditory, he never: inſtruy 
&ed the Phariſes and the DoQors 
of the Law otherwiſe than the com- 
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mon People: And when he chofe 
Succefſzes to fupply his room, they 
were poor Fiſhermen, who had 
mare coacern in the. inſtructing and 
f.ving of ſuch as were like them in 
condition-, than boaſting their ſub- 
rilry in the Diſputes of the Schools, 
and confounding ſuch as thought to 
have the advantage over others .in 

arguing, + 
L am allo perſuaded, that thoſe 
particularly, who, are' employed in 
Eccleſiaſtical Charges , and called 
to teach others, will bere find grear 
advantage. - They will no more 
rread upoa thoſe Thorns, which 
heretofore they. met with, in all 
thoſe Cricical and .ungrofitable Qte- 
{tions : "They will have no more 
thoſe Diſtruſts and Alarms , whith 
they gave themſelves, doubting if 
they .were not in a wrongs way , 
and if they-miſled not others : They 
will not fear the encountring a Do- 
| arire 
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of Chiiffianity, 229 
Arine which is truer than that chey 
profeſs. Let them fay yyhat they will, 
this thouzht oftentimes makes thcir 
hearts ake , who, amongſt them, 
have render Conſciences. There- 
fore ſecing themſelves delivered 
from all thoſe unquietnefles, they 
would acquit themſelves of their 
Charge with much more Joy, They 
would labour with pleaſure for 
the Advancement of the Glory of 
God. They would bend all their 
rhoughts to ſtir up every one toa 
zood life , and they them(ſ:lves 
would be Examples to others, of 
Vertue , Piety and Charity. 'Tis 
often ſeen, that amidſt the. Con: 
rentions Which the Doors raiſe , 
about ſome Niceties of Do@rinal 

Points, there is little or nu Zeal 

for the Glory of God. They grow 

ſo paſhonate for the getting of ſome 
advantage 1n 4' Diſpute, until, ar 
laſt, they let themſelves be maft-- 

Q3 red 
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red and vanquiſhed by their own 
Paſſions. Many times ſtrangs Cone 
rroverſics make us forget that bu- 
ſineſs that we ſhould have with 
our ſclvesz and ſofne ſtudy more 
how to ſpeak well , and diſpute 
well, than how to live well. 
Liftly, who does not ſee, that 
if we bring this deſign about, It 
will prove an cxcellent means to 
draw to the Goſpell many people, 
who look not upon it now bur 
with averſion and contempt. This 
Simplicity , this Beapty, and this 
Facility which is obſeryed in Chris 
ſtian Religion , together with the 
perfet Unity of the Profeſſors 
thereof , will be a powerſul Load- 
None to attract to it, all theſe, 
who hitherto - have rejected it : 
When they ſhall fee that this ho- 
ly Religion is not made to' conſiſt 
meerly in Ceremabies , that is tv 
gy, in outward grimaces , which 
Dc | moſt 


own 
Ons 
bu- 
vith 
1Orec 
Pute 


that 
Ft 
Ss to 
Pple, 
but 
This 
this 
>hri- 
_ the 
flors 
oad- 
(ſc, 
Ft: 
; ho- 
2n{1fk 
15 to 
/hich 


moſt 


moſt commonly terrifie and keep 
off thoſe that are well indlined 
» towards it, rather than invite them 
to follow it : When they ſhall nc- 
ver more hear talk of all thoſe cri- 
tical and troubleſome Queſtions , 
which are riſen up in Ghriftiani- 
ty : VWhen they. ſhall obſerve no 
more particular intereſts  predo- 
minant in the Spirit-:of Chriſtis 
ans : VWhen they ſhall be convin- 
ced., that there is nothing but the 
Love of God, Charity.. towards 
our Neighbour, and the defire of 
living: well, which inſpires them : 
Laſtly, when they ſhall ſee in #he 
Faces of theſe Chriſtians the marks 
of true Peace- and Comfort, which 
the Chriſtian poſldlles within: They 
muſt have deprived themſelves of 
all ſence of Vertue , they muſt 
have extinguiſhed utterly all ſparks 
of Reaſon, and turn {worn enemies 
of their own. . good, it they F 
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6:e not to enter- into a Society 
which hath all theſe advanta- 
ges. a : . 
- T doubt not allo but thoſe blefſed 
Spirits who continually ſtand be- 
fore the Throne of God, will be con- 
cerned inthe Advanzages of this ho- 
ly Unton 4 for if they ſo much inte+ 
reſt themlelves in the converſion of 
a poor finner, that they rejoyce and 
ſing aloud in the Quire of Glory , 
will they not make a ſolemn Feſti- 
val in Heaven for the reuniting of all 
Chriſtians upon earth? I am alſo 
perſuaded, that God, ſeeing we all 
bend our Courſe toward him, with 
the ſame heart and the ſame affcti- 
ons, Will certainly come to meet 
and receive us s He will embrace us 
in his mercies , and ſpeak to ns in 
the motions of his loving kindneſs, 
eſpecially if we ſay to him with the 
Author of. that Treatiſe of the Tmi- 
#8tion of.Ghriſt , Lib, 1. C, 3. 1 ans 
weary 
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weary with hearing and reading ſo ma» 
ny things, It 's in thee alone,-0 my 
God, that all is included which I de- 
fire or wiſh for« Let all Dedors hold 
their peace , let all Creatures keep ſ6- 
lence in thy preſence, and be thou plea- 
ſed alone to ſpeak to me. 

I wiſh with all my heart, thar all 
theſe conſiderations may make ſuch 
an impreſſion vpan the ſpirits of all 
thoſe who MI read this Writirg , 
that every one may afterwards con- 
tribute, according to his power, to 
the advancement of this great wor ks 
and that God would fayour, in ſuch 
manner , our attempts with his 
Grace, that we might ſuddainly ke 
a happy ſucceſs therein to his Glo- 
ry, and the good of all Chriſtians. 
And becauſe my voice is too week 
to awaken them, and draw them 
out of the eſtate Wheie I behold 
them now gz. | wiſh they would tear 
that of the great Apoſtle of the 
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Gentiles , whoſe: Voice and Stile 
all Chriſtians know, He calls to 
them thus, in Epheſ. 4. Be ye kind 
one $0 another in love, endeavonring 
ro keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of Peace. There is but one body 
and one ſpirit, even as you are called 
to” one hope of your vocation : There 
is but one Lord, one Faith , one Bap- 
tiſm, one God and Father of all , who 
is over all, and through all, and in you 
all. This great ſervant of God like- 
wiſe beleecnes them all with words 
capable ro work upon the hardeſt 
hearts, ſpeaking to the Philippians , 
Chap. 2. 1f, ſays he, there be any con: 
folation in Chriſt , if any comfort of 
Love, if any fellowſmip of the Spirit, if 
eny bowels of mercy, if any compaſſion 
wake my Joy compleat, that ye be of 
the ſame opimon, having the ſame cha- 
rity ' being of th: ſame courage and ac- 
quieſcing in the ſame thing, Neither 
in any thing be done amoneſt you with 
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frrife, or vain glorg = But rather e- 
ſfteeming one the other , ju_ humility of 
ſpirit, more. excellent than bjmſelf, not - 
every one regarding his own patticulay 
intereſt, but that alſo which appertaiys 
to others. Let there be therefore, one 
mind in you, like that which was alſo 
in Feſus Chriſt, To whom, with the 
Father, be Glory for cvcr and ever. 
Amen, | 
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Engliſh Rogue, or the Witty kxtrava- 
Sant, in ſour parts. 

Hools Greek Teſtament. 

The. laſt and now only campleat Col- 
IcRtion ofthe neweſt ard choiteſt Songs 
and Poems that gre now cx:ant #t Court, 
T heacres 


$:# Ws” gs 1h 

Theatres and elſewhere, with above for- 
ty new Songs neyer before in Prince, 
which are now added to this ſecond part 
of Wigminfter Drollery. 


. Duedecimo. 
Hungdrian Rebellion, an Hiſtorical +» 
Relation of the late wicked PraRices of | 
the three Counts, Nadeſti, Serif and 
Frigeyani;; tending to ſubvert the Go- 
zernment of his' preſent Imperial Maje- 
liyof Hurgery, and introduce the Ma- 
howeran, with their Arraignment, Con- 
detiir ation and manner,of Execution, By 
P.4' Ge nts "0 


